
FOR LOWER CANADA.

wliicli we firnit Itear tienr, (lac sacreaf or local momemries intettwiined Now we'll givo tho bell ils birîfit
,witi ilieir vibrationa, appeal tu tirc memor>' %iti ta disliictîcsts Qtiielc, niy ficiads-no more daloyi!
ueidomn uiferwi3e realizeul. lience the moet aspiig of Germait. .
pocîs availed himelf of thistfact bo composae ait immortal"- Song of wVilb sillintera of tlire ariest faine
the Bell." Tire must reekles a sd weird of our iataiva, bairds founif Yow fèed tiii rire befow ,
in tire graduatod intonatioin anal empliatie occasion cf belli scolle Tîten 11wd ris*tug (ictitle $iilt shlîr,
for the rcmarkabfe verbal aand rlaytlit iugenuity which cotsarves Ant') Ui ai:eg ore sijiil flow.
lais a'ffaaioiiat. lt h fa brasa ivitli.

Heuir the sicaiges %% tu (lie bf
Sf1 ver fief f !

%Vial a worit' ofaaierrimaent faer ineloif> forotelis!

Ilear tire inie%%, ivedaliag.els-
Goldelcils 1

Wfîaat i %vorld of happinesa afiela' faaraiony faireteils!

lieiur tire louai alliarnitel-
lirazen betis t

%%'fii i ut(alc of terror, note, iitir turbiilency keis

lieur tiac tofling9 of thae bells-
Iron haill

%Vhat ii n rorld of solemu tltoaaght fiasir nionody> coinpeact!"
Oat (ire saine îiriiiciiae Gray toased ai uaaave Ile piensive etrain of

lais e ie"y b>' allusion tu riae curféw.
The as luage cf belle iii cosmcîaiîaaî. lt reafuirs,1 aao lygi'a ta

understandu the meanig of thase eouaads wlicli, for foîirie laaaiaulroal
years, have annatced front churcli toNvots worsiiip, festavit>', andl
dealla. WVe may be ,v'auderitig tlaousanais of tarles from home,
amidst a crowuf wlaose gant nutlboigce are alien, or ica a foiiely,
anda distant tegioaa, witaro tite ver>' herbage bcaaeath anal brancheas
above proclaimn a foraign soif, anda yet lite intant a beff's claime
fails oia tire car we tako up tfro broh-ea iak of our elactrie haumat
chain and feel at honte otaco more. Belles, salai thu pictas Latimer,
ifoara Heaven of tlae tacessitics of earîh and so adso do alicy
announce thes ia(etity of humait ivants, in,!fncîes, nai destiny, nt
ahereby indissofaibiy lfend lîtir cadence %vilh theisenient of Ilile.
The modern novelists have wrel avaif ad theataseives of tlais fact, ns
li Victor Hugils " Notre-Dame," Jcrrold's "c St. Gifes anta Si.
James," andu it D'ckcas's "i Littfe Dorrit."1 Anl (fais uaiversalîty
la recognizeif by tire pools. In tiat tenider episoife of Dantle vhicre
lac speaks of the voyager recaf fi n. at eunset tire fricaîdi lefi belainal,
il is the i " quilla di lontano" IIvch seom* to 'a piara"c il giorno
che si tmuore."1 cc Thte bell invites nie," sofiloquizes Ïacbela oia
the ove ni crimeo' andl Hamîetci fanal uio more significatf image
te betoken Ophia's anadness tlian."é sweet belles jaaaglaid out of
(une." 110w Moore saia- of f aose i'<Eveaiingr Belle,"1 and Lamb
fet the dying ycaras cîtime i

'c 0f ail soiuids of ail beffs-(bells, tie music aigites bordering
tapon hcatveîî)-maosl solemai anal touching la (ho peaf whicb rinags
out tire od year. I nover hear il withoait a gathering up cf mymind to a concentration of aIl tire images that have l5een diffuseil
over (lie past tivelve-monta ; ail I have donc or siaffered, performeif
or itegiecteul, lin thiat retzretteal fimie. 1 beglia te kiaowv ils worîh, as

whna persot diles. Iitakes a îaersoaa cojor: nor itas it a poet-
ical fliglat in a coattempornry wftea ho exciaimeif,

Ia 1 sa thue ski rts of the departiag year 1'

[l is nu more thant %vita, in sober saaness, every one of us seerna
te be coiasioias of l Ilit avful leave-takiîag. 1 am noire of those
Wvho

.c Welcomne lire cointtg, spaeed the partial; gucst."ý

A fire and a fesia, a gratufatioa aîad a requiem, welcome to peace
anad cati to arma, fiiad voices in bell s. It was a beatutiful reverence
for tîteir office that led the archaitecte cf olci to lavisli their hig-hest
sklll oa thec towvers whereiaa thoso vocal ministers cf hammanity were
ta> vibrate. The FloreacCaapaielammoubeintnce; t

areateal marlfes, ils haro dza proportions, ils lofI' grace'-so
effective beside the vaet dot nlmassive spread cf atoe Cathedral

associatç the beils vehich, cati out the "iMisericordia,"1 andl sound
matins and vespers over the beautifcii vaile>' of the Arno, wvith one
of the fairest trophica of thae buifder's skif I. No wonder tIat primi-
tive failli coneo.,ated beils wvith prayer anîd song; anal.that science
combines, moulds, and tempers the metal %vith vigilant catie, inu
order ta develop the raireat charme; cf sounal.

Fastened deep in firmest eartb,
Stands thme aaould of wel*btarned chty.

Quicliy odad rite tin,
'That hIe thick meta.llic aisi
ftfghtiy te the rnouid uaay îînss.

Sec, tire L'oiliîaasurfatce wfiiteni 111
.Waf the 8!ituil nli erai brigiaeailg.

nre 11l1N8 1ut the faquad bail
Clear frai, fosut anl Scala
maisi (li mixture crnme,

fiat %viril il aia metatiiic Ilote
The saîal aoft in air aIlay tient.

Ste 0 110% browaa (lie fiajuid taîrnat!
Now" iii roll 1 îiaraît %vitiain

ffit'î glazed before il, biarns,
Tutu(tie castig iaiy begiii.

.Aild it 51iaill fast I(laveany reiote,
Suiait tiarjif the ycar* cf aiarayj ai riace

Slial souaad %virila sirrow's anouraîfal ilote,
And CRUi tu parce dt-.%îlcin*s grace.

Wliiteîver in tlao sons ofecirtii
Tfîe'r ciatagiiîg dIçsuiay lings afowai,

To UIl deel , soiaaa cliaaag givca birti,
And riaige front olit liais aial criii1 (1

Tfiero is .oaneihitg remarkabfy endeariaîg ia file soande or ItclIf
IV)oan'er lias cauight titeir distant peal wvaile cOasling aloaîg tire
Mfediteîrneîan shores, or feft tirle surnîner stiliaices of an Alpine
valley broken b' tire cluimes fromn a venerable belfry, cati imagine,
as tire uuatlowed intonatioans blond witlh the sceaier> anat maire the
ýoft air analodijous, lto% precioas to nlativae associatins nînist bai the
tfaînilar ehuas. At the Zû'rieli Insane Asyfuna, soute years ago,
icte was aia intal whlose occupation hall been that of a bd-

riaiger. Su kcainly dfid lie feci [ie dcprivation of hits accustomed Offc
tliai, maliing ]lis~ escipe, alinhstan t tir e nearest magistrale ant
tmpicred toiave bis occupation restoreal or lie immcdiaiely, boucaud-
ed., What a cliapter in fiastor>' are tire Ve.iperts of Pualermo! One
of tho mnost afl'ecit -ng Iegends of wlajcl so man>' charaaing ballais
have becenaîoslrucied by lire Gerniatas, is lire ce litd ieeie of
Laîagbeiaa: (2)

What bell-bouse, yonder, towerd in siglat
Above-tfie aatet square ?

The wiad sweep Ibrougait day anduaigbt,
Nor gare or dloor la Iliere.

Sa.eaks jo>' or terror lin the loue
Wiea neigihors tacar the bell?

Anda that tait stecal of sculptated atonet.
Wiîat dorti the statue tell?

The answer to this inquiry is, Iliat tite fatlacrs cf thie town created
îvhat tire)- calleal the ci Doora-beil of Ingratitude," tlaat wlîoever
felt tiat sert.*nî'8 sting might tlaereiil summum the Miflisters of
tire landl anal have instant puttislîment aîvardedi the offender. A
prosperous citizen of tie place owuîed a hiorse tiot less remarkable
for beaci>' aaad fleetncss tirait for sagacia>'; his services were long
anal memorable, but in bis aid age bis master turned hlm, adrift to
starvai; lie roamed about, gnawing at ever>' chance twig, and ait
last-

IOnce, ibaîs urgeal on by hiurger's power,
Ail skiai andl bone--o, shame!

The skeletoa, at midnight heurt
Up to the bell-aousai camne.

He stumbfed lin and chaaaced te grople
Near %vliere thue heaap.rope hansg;

Hia gnawiag faunger jerks the tope,
Aaad laark tirle bel lowa clangs."1

Tire judges meet, anal are astonislacd to "«sce suc a nplaintiti
there-I" but consider "' twas GocI that spoke,"l and oblige the
Inlraefuf mastler to taire home and provide for hîs steed.

'thelre is the bell %vhiclî summoas thte diurnal repeat, and One

(i) Schilier's Il Sonag of the Bell."

(2) Germancs, Lyri transiated b>' 0. T. Brooks.


