JOURNAL OF

EDUCATION.

Volume VI

Montreal (Lower Canada) June and July, 1862.

Nos. 6 and 7.

SUMMARY.— Epvcatioy : Object ‘feaching; by Chs, Dickvus.—llomnr in the
Commoi Schools , by Dr, ‘Thomas IlLil.—Night ‘Schools.—Graduaumt sn I'cachng
and Training, by Inspector Bruce (Conunued).—Yorray: An Howr atthe Oid
l’la)'-Grou115 ; by Hcnry Monford. —Orrictal Nozicks : Appomtments—Schoul
Commissioners.—Y.rection of Schood M pal Dipl Granted 2 by the
Normal Schools and Boards of Examumnts.—Donations 10 the lavrary ot the
Department. — Situations Wanted. — Notice to Partics corresponding with the
Departiment. — EniToriaL s ‘Teachers’ Conferences. — Annual Convocation of
Bishops® College, Lennoxvalie, and_ Iuruguraton ot the new Crammusr Schoot
Ruilding.—The Goveruur General'a Visit to the Nornnal Schivols, Momreal.—~The
Visitto Villa Maria.—Confercuces of the Tcachers® Associations i conncction
with the Jacques Cartier and Laval Nonnal Schools—Ihistritition of P’rizes, ete.
to the Tupils of the McGill High School ; and 1o the Junior Department of Bishops?
College.—MoNTutLy Scaunary: Edacauosal, Sacunfie, and Miscelinncous Intet-
ligence—~ADVERTISENENTS.

EDUCATION.

-

OBRJECT TEACHING.
BY CHAS. DICKENS.

It is but a slone?s throw from the High Court of Chancery—
High, as'we say also of venison or pheasant, when it gets in very
bad odor—to the London Mechanics? Institute in Sonthampton
Buildings. After a ramble among Jawyers in their wigs and gowns,
and a good choke in the thick atmosphere of chancery itself, we
step) ﬁin at_once, one day not long ago, amung a wultitede of
children in pinafores aud jackets. There they were, one or two
hundsed strong, taking their time from a teacher, clapping their
hands and singing ¢ Winter is coming,”” and a great many more
songs. They suggested much better ideas of harmony than the
argumment of our learned brother, whom we had left speaking on
the question, whether money bequeathed to be distributed in equal
shares to John and Mary Wilson and James Brown—John and
Mary being man ard wife—was to be divided into two parts or
into three,

The children, when we went among them, were just passing
from one class into another, and met in the great lecture room to
sing together while they were about it. Some filed in, and some
filed out ; some were on the ficor, some in the gallery ; all scemed
1o be happy enough, except one urchin at the extreme corner of a
gallery. {;e displayed an open copy book before him to the public
gaze, by way oip penance lor trangressions in the writing Jesson,
but he looked by no means hopelessly dejected.

There are three hundred and fifty children in attendance on this
school, which is conducted by five teachers. The children here,
we wete informed, are classed in_the first instance according to
their ages in three divisions, the fiist taking in those under eight
Fears old ; the second, those between eight and eleven; the third,
children older than eleven. These form, in fact, three ages of
youth. It is found most convenient to teach children classed upen
this principle, and 1o keep the elder and the younger boys from

mutual aetion on each other, because it would be impossible to
provide for such . school so many teachers as could exercise very
minute supervision. In each of these three divisions, the children
are subdivided for the }lprpose of instruction into two classes—the
quick and the slow—which receive lessons suited to their_respec-
tive capacities. It is obvions that, without punishment, five tea~
chers could not preserve discipiine among three hundred and fifty
boys; and therefore, though it 1s but seldom used, a cane is kept
on the establishment,

The children having clapped and sung together, sang thei way
ont of the greal room, in file, while others began streaming in.
We were invited to an Object Lesgon, and marched off (not ven-
turing to sing our way into a class room), whero we took our seat
among the pupils, whose age varied between eight years and
eleven. The teacher was before us. We wereall attention. ¢ Hands
down.” We did it. ¢« Hands on knces.” Beautifully simultaneous.
Very good. The lesson began.

« I have something in my pocket,” said our teacher, « which 1
am always glad to have there.” We were old enough and worldly
etough to know what he meant ; but boys aspire to fill their pock-
ets with so many things that, according to their minds, the some-
thing in the teacher’s pocket might be string, apple, knife, brass
button, top, hardbake, stick of firewood for boat, crumbs, squirt,
gunpowder, marbles, slate pencil, pea-shooter, brad-awl, or per-
1aps small cancn. They attempted no rash guess, therefore, at
that stage of the problem. < Boys also,”” our teacher continued,
‘like to have it, though when it gets into a boy’s pocket, I be-
lieve that it is often said to bum a hole there.” Instantly twenty
out-stretched hands indicated an idea demanding utterance in
twenty heads. ¢« If you please sir, I know what it is.”> ¢ What is
it 19 <« A piece of coal.”

You draw your reasoning, my boy, from a past only of the infor-
mation given to you, founding your view of things on the last
words that sounded in your cars.” We laughed at you, cheerfully ;
but when we see the same thing done in the world daily by your
elders, we do not always find it faughing matler.

¢« This little thing in my pocket,” the teacher continued,” has
not much power by itself, but when many of the same kind come
together, they cando great deeds. A number of them have as-
sembled lately to build handsome monuments to 2 great man,
whose name you all ought to know, who made the penny loaf
bigzer than it used to be—do you know what great man that was?>?
Minds were out, answers were ready, but they ran pretty exclu-
sively in favor of Princo Albert and the Duke of Wellington. ¢ I
am sure,” says the leacher, ¢ you must have heard who made all
the loaves larger without altering the price, think again—who was
21 A confident voice hazarded the suggestion that it was ¢ Guy
Fawkes,” and half-a-dozen voices cried «“Guy Fawkes.” There
are always some to follow the absurdest lead, if it be taken confi-
dently, in the great as in the litlle world.

“ Guy Fawkes! nonsense, do you mean hir to be carried abaut
in your heads all through November and December?”? DMore



