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IR GEORGE STEPHEN ON THE MA
TOBA SITUATION.

THE president of the Canadian Pac
Railway has done a service niot only
the shareholders of the comapany but
the public as well, by his clear and c
prehensive statement of the compa
ide of the Manitoba conttroversy, wh

is now rging so fiercely. It was ne
sary for the proper understanding of
question that such a statenent sho
be made, for the popularity of shriek
against " monopoly " has led to
public being left uninformed as to so
of the most important factsi bearing
the case.

Too much feeling bas been aroused
this question, not tending to make th
sue clearer, but to blind the public ey
the facts and becloud the public ju
ment as to the best course to be pursu
And in this we do not believe that eit
aide is wholly to blanie. There is
much to be said on both aides of
question for either aide to hope to g
by an appeal to anything but law
reuon. If Sir George succeeds in ca

Ding oâ~ers ta imitate the cainu style ofai affairs. The- l>ominion, for instance,
discussion whili he showis in bis letter' he'colitrolling tr»ade anad commerce, contrais
yul 11Y that atone have Iaroughit the inairance couaila iea dloitag buiiegs
quebtioa uauch aearer settleuîeti t.I throughout te I oininioa. But the

The case litages upoua the position atnd j>roviaceti, having jurisdictiosi oer pro-
reiiposisihîility of the< l)onaiimioîî tioveri- perty and civil rigliti, coutrokp certain in-

-ment under the British North Anierica guntnceisiti3restis. lnthiacasa-theprovince
Act aud under the bargain with the may> have righta which would give it

iun Canaliati Pacitie Railway Syndicate in power ta laring iaato existence ait inter-
Si oo1881i. There is fia doulit tlaat according national railway, yet, wlaich, beiaag Cali-

ato the plain wording of the agreemenit ed bv Rafiau otlaer aine, wnuld tact Wi
ssini

te of tlae D)omnion (.overnment nàuaat nat under controI of the I)oiniaaion. Thisi
te 0f

"lautharize" the construction of any ala ini a fine legal point over wlaich
ol railway ta the boundary. lawyers arad judgea wili doulatieusapend

re, This being clear, two questions reniain weekis and nuiontha of reearch anad con-

res-

net ta lie aettled: Firat, can a railway be sîderatian, upon whica va do not vela-
ary. constructed without being Ilauthoried " ture nov to express an opinion. Evea

onal
Vo-liy the (lovernment without violaatitig the should this point be aettled ini favor of

tien agreement and, second, if a road is con- the Province, the question of the I)omin.

iîîld structed without heing so Ilautborized," ion's reponsibility to the conapany for
in the (#overnment reaaponsible ta the breacIt ai cantract still renuains.

e of conîpany for violation of contaa.ct Net as affctiaig the legal aspect af
mes Tiaure lias net'er, so fair as we know, the controversy, but as setting forth the

do-. been a clear and authoritative stittement reasonablenesa, front a public point af
rail- to show uaader what law the Red River view, of the Canadian Pacific Conapany'a

ver- Valley Line in being built by f-he Mani- position, Sir George $tephen'a state-
be obaGovrrient Ifit il being done naent regarding rates and branch lines

uaîder the apecial act af luat session, that is mont important. He make a specially
having been disallowed, the work is strang point when he speaka ai the matis-
illegal. If it is being done utider the factory character of the service. In
general Public Works Act ai smre years vaew of the universal tendency ai a
ago which has neyer been, and rannat monopoly ta grasp aIl and give nothing

=nov be disallowed, the ttgality ai the in return, the action ai thte Canadiau
NI. work ma>' be oontended for, but, in Pacific Company, in giving a service

eithcr case, the responsibility of the superior ta anything in the North-west-
Dominion Government stili remains to, ern statea, cannot be too highly comn-

,itic be considered. If the Manitobans are mended hy the public. The rates ua
ta carrying on an illegal work, does the are most reasonable, and though dis-
ta Dominion, under the contract, Il author- criminations have been allegcd ta exiat

ont- ize " it by nat forcibly preveaating it 1 under the achedule tbey are no more re-
,ày'a If thejy are carrying on a legal work niarkable than those practised aIl over
ich under a general Act, is the D)ominion re- the continent, vithout such a hullibalco
ces- sponsible for not havimg disallowed that being raised as bas been raised ina Mani-
the Act Y There are legal questions which toba.
uld will lie discussied in tintae, fia doubt, by To those who have been led ta believe
ing the ablest lawyers ina the country, and that tItis question vas altogether dis-
the we would flot preaune ta pronouince tuasable in such termes as Ilpeople's
tie upoat theni until the argumenta have riglats, Iliron heel of ntonopoly," and se,
on been much mare fully brought out. on, we would strongly commend a care-

AUl tItis do, -a not affect the question fuI perusal of Sir George Stephen'.
on ai Manitaba's right to, build a railvay. letter.
bis- Sir George Steplies dlean>' points out

e ta that the Dominion, and not the Pro- G<VUff CONTEOL 0F RAIL-
dg- vince, bas the pawer an cases of raalways A .

ed. crosaing the boundary, and comnion To a man who has iaith in existing
ber senne as well as Iaw mire it dlemi that political niethode, aand believes; that the
too in an international question, such as a trend af politics in upward there is noUa-
the boundar' railvay, the national, and nat ing drendfuil in the ides that the state
aim the provincial power, muet be para- shall contrai the railwayu. To persant

md mouint. But thene are, under aur con- having stock in railway enterprises the
bus- stitution, concurrent juriédictions ini ide& abould not be distasteful, for it bas


