
Only this Once.

we think it migbit be perused svîti
advantage by ail wvho are in danger
of beiing prevaiied upoi!, by the imi-
portunity of others, to act contrary
to the dietates of their own conscience
and judgment. The work fî'oîn
whiclî it is taken is a iWiiodicai of
very great mernt, ably edited, beatiti-
fuily printed, and aiming to correct
tie errer-, whîcli prevail, ani to dif'-
fuse more correct and eniiglitened
principles, on the ail-imiportant sub-
jeet of education.]

41Only this once, father, and 1 wilt
neyer ask you again; wndecd 1 wili
neot."

IlNo, my son, not even titis once.
If it is wrong at ail, once is too much ;
the flrst false stop ieads to a second,
a second to a third, aud so on, tili
the last and fatal stelp pluinges the
vietim of pleasure into the depths of
ruin and despair."

The above extract forms part of a
request and denial which belong to
circuinstances tlîat have long since
become mere matters of historýy; yet,
as they relate to events deeply inter-
esting to parents, and eilidren, it is
presumed that a narrative of' them
rnay not prove unacceptabie to tue
readers of the Journal.

James - was the eldest son
of a Dissenting minister of' some
eeiebrity in Bngland, and evinced, at

an early age, at once a decided aver-
sion to religion, and an aiarming pro-
petisity for the eompany and pursuit
of the idie ani dîssolute youth of the
city. The fatiier sawv the growving
indisposition of bis son to tlîc indus-
trious and virtuonus habits wbich it
liad been bis ain to forni, with deep
soiictude-and determined 'vithot
delay, to exert the parental authority
and influence whieli yet remaîned, to
interpose a check to the career of'
foily; evia though he should be un-
sucec-ssful in his attempts te win him
to virtue and religion.

dames had neyer seen a play, but
sonie of lis companions had often.

They excited his curiosity, and in-
iarned bis desires; and tlic plea,
Il)nty1 Mis once,*' ias for permission

to visit the tlicatre. The refusai of
'. - w'as peremptory and de-

cided. I-aving an engagement a few
miles froni town, lie liastened to fuI-
fil it, and for the time dismissed the
application of bis son) from bis mmnd.

Unhiappily, the views of Mr. and
Mrs. - did îiot harmonize in
the important affair of educating
tbeir chldren; so that it frequently
lîappened, wvben the husband found
it necessary to administer correction,
the wife, as a compensation for the
sufferings endured by ber darlings,
wvould not only tell them that their
father -%as very cruel, and reniind
them that niother neyer punishied
theni so, but she would at the saine
time give theni sometlîing nice, with
an assurance that"4 naughty Pa shouid,
not -,vlip them any more." The
chiidrcn wvere not slow to discover
auJ improve by tlîis discrepancy in
their parents; and soon fouud, thlat,
however unsuccessful with the father,
they could easily carry their point
wý%itÏh the mother. This was, the case
respecting the application referred te.

No sooner liad the father taken bis
departure, than tlie request wvas re-
newed to the mother. And howv
couid sue refuse ber son-ber dariing
son ? She could not bear to sec him
unhappy.

To the accomplisiment of this
obj.eet, however, there -vere other

ttingcs necessariiy superadded to the
mothcr's consent-money for the
admission fée, and the concomitants
of a theatricat entertainnient; and
the best manner of concealing the
transaction frein the father. It so
happened that Mrs. _- wvas en-
tirely out of funds; and as if mighit
expose ber to animadversion, she was
unwilling to borrow sO smali an
amount froin a neighibour. James,
however, bad not been slow to ob-
serve tlue practices of somne of hisî
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