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Erroneous conceptions, confu-

sion of thought, unrecognized in-

consistencies, unperceived inade-
quacies, easily hide themselvesin
a superabundance of flowing sen-
tences rambling on without re-
straint. Conciseness is the great
detector of fallacies. To imntro-

duce severe terseness into un- .

restrained verbiage brings all its
weakness into the light. To can-
cel every sentence and every
member of a sentence that does
not add something valuable to
what was said before, and to can-
cel every word in the sentences
left that does not make that
value more clear, is a pruning
that lets the light of truth’ into
the tree of knowledge and gives
vitality to the fruit.

To raise thought to its highest
power, the formula of words
must be reduced to its.lowest
terms. This more than any other
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intellectual characteristic is the
secret of the masterful power of
Shakespeare, and Bacon’s essays,
and the English Bible.

There is no class of composi-
tions in all the arts of letters
which stands in surer need of this
principle than judges’ opinions
and lawyers’ briefs. A large par
of legal writing appears to be
done as a means of thinking
through the fog out into the
clear. The easy facility of ex-
pression which shorthand and the
typewriter give us, and the habit
of estimating expression by a
commercial value of so much a
folio, are responsible for much of
that growing uncertainty of legal
minds about the law, which is
called “uncertainty of law.” Itis
really uncertainty of the lawyer.

Voluminousness is the mother
of indecision.—University Law
Review New York.
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Beside the list of the Judges, of the Barristers, of the officis™ of the

Court, the Law List this year contains a Summary of the Acts passed
by Dominion Government, 1895, and a Synopsis of the Laws of
Ontario, Quebec, Nova Scotia, Manitoba and British Columbia.
Also a complete Bankers’ Lict.

The Book or the Charts will be sent post free
on receipt of price.
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