
1tIOHITHEANDEDNESS.

pliention of ]anguago to spcak of ny specially skilflul use of it as an
act of dcxterity.

But the whole enquity bas to bc reviewea ab iitio, and varions
questions involved in it invite reconsideration. Is the superiority of
the right hand over the loft innate ind congenit-al? Ale tlerc organde
or constitutional reasons for the general preforenec? Or isit solclythe
resuit of aequired habit, consequentgon the recogniscd convenience of
Éimultan cous uniformity of action among meanhers of the saine cern-
xnunity ? A farther question cf' considerable intercst also invites
inquiry, viz.: Is right or loft handcdncss, Jîowever acquired, trans-
mittcd hereditarily ?

The statisties of this enquiry have yet to bc collected. Very différent
opinions have been expressed as to the proportion of loft to ri glit-
bandednes5, and such evidence as exists semis to point u considerable
variations in this respect at different titues and anmong diverse nations.
The general prevalence o? righthandedness amiong savage nations is
stili a moere assuniption. Its manifestations, apart frorn combined
operations, in the rude arts of savage lifc, are obscure, and net likely
to attraet attention, unless souglit for. But in their languages ternis
are to bc met with, showing nt an early stage the prefurential use of
one band. Even iii the rudest state of society, iman as a tool.using
animal lias this habit engendcred in lîjîni; and as lie progresses in
civilization, and iinproves on his first rude iveapons and iniplesuents,
therc must arise an inevitable tendeney to give the preference to one
band over the otber, nlot only in eoiubined action, but fri the neces-
sity of adapting'- certain tools to the band. The 'Maories of l"ew
Zealand inanifest a general ric'htlmandedness in the use of the nîiubhet,
eve'n in thoir wild ivar dances. Wfietler tlîis sliould bc regarded ns
an ncquired EniropEan practice-no more, in faet, tban a niodifled
"Matnal Exercise," witlh wlhat is prietically a right-liandcd instru-
ment,-or as the adaptation of native habits to a nuvr- treapon, night
scern of diffienît solution ; but it will bc seen thnt the nive langunge
retainç the evidence of righit-handedncsýs whully independent of Euro-
peau influence.

The rnusket is fitted for a habîtually riglit-.nded people. So, ini
like mianner, the adze, the plane, the giailet, thc serewv, and other
mechanical tools, must ho adaptcd to one or the other baud. Scissors,
suuffers, shears, anad oller inipicients specially requiring tlac action of
the tbumb and fingers, are all made for the riglit band. A clasp-.knife


