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great pyramids which we still seerising amidst
the sands of the desert, she gives us the con-
ception of material force, thatis,the one thing
which mastered the Egyptian mind more than
anything else. Now, material force is an im-
portant element in every stage of the world's
history and civilization. But to the Egyptians
was given the power of realizing, of elaborating,
and of being thrilled by this vast conception-
To this day we wonder at the masses of ma-
sonry erected by them, and speculate upon the
sort of mechanicial agencies which they must
have had at their disposal.

If I glance at India, I find something quite
different. India is the seaf of intellectual specu-
lation, the source of thought; and let me re-
mind you that intellectual speculation has given
many of the greatest and best things to the
world. There is noimportant invention or dis-
covery which does not owe much to the imagi-
nation and more to patient and deep thought.

In China I find the source of regulating ac-
tion, and you all know the benefit of practical
application. You know what a flimsy and hol-
low thing a sermon is, for instance, unless there
is something to lay hold of, somcthing practi-
cal, which helps us in the regulation of our
lives.

To Persia belongs the perception of those
mighty influences of good and ¢z, which in one
form or another have fascinated and bewilder-
ed the world.

To Chaldea we must attribute the birth of
astrology and astronomy.

When I come to Pheenicia I see that spirit |
of commerce and enterprise—a thing the value
of which we appreciate in England above all
places in the world ; and we should look back
with awe and reverence to those who first
taught men to feei at home on what we call our
native element, the sea, and made commerce
the great work of a great national life.

Later on in the history of the world, we find

in Greece the source of mind governing malter; |

The Justinian code of Roman Law lies at the
root of half the European legislation of to-day.
What a nation once does thoroughly she does
for all time.

Then there is a mysterious nation which I
have not mentioned yet ; I allude to that Se-
mitic nation, that missionary race, that race to
whom was given the power of keeping alive a
consciousness of «.e spiritual in the midst of
crushing maten<i forces. The gift of the moral
law and the grace of the spiritual life comes
from the Jews. This nation, as I pointed out
elsewhere, seems to have been brought in con-
tact with all the great nations of the world, at
the time when those nations had reached their
highest degree of civilization ; and this strange
and wonderful Semitic people, as we know,
gave to those nations a moral law and a spiri-
tual life, taking frum them at the same time a
good deal, but never losing their own individ-
uality. And I cannot be unmoved when I 1e-
member that from this people came Jesus
Christ, the Author of our religion—came Chris-
tianity, which was, as it were, the concentrated
essence of 21l that was most highly spiritual in
the world at that time,—came Christianity,
which has watched over the development of
the modern nations of Europe and Americi.—
Christianity, which has been most mighty, and
planted itself with the tread of onward civiliza-
tion, and which is at this moment developing,
and only kept back by the unwillingness of man
to accept the new aspects of divine truth, and
the determination of religious people not to al-
low the free spi-it of religion to incarnate itself
in all the more modern forms of thought.

Brethren, standing thus between the Past and,
the Future, can I look back without a certain
awe and conviction of Divine superintendence
and purpose upon the development of the world?
May I not say there has been ure <nd the same
mighty spirit at work here, a spirit not only of
intelligence, but a spirit of beneficence? We
are the heirs of all the ages. We, in our com-

Greece, the father and the mother of the arts ; , plex civilization, in our superior skill of main-
Greece, to whom was given that intense per- , taining the health of the body and regulating
ception of the loveliness of the human form, , man's social happiness and stamping out
and of all the artistic capacities in man. To  discase, in discovering the laws of the mind, in
Greece belongs that, and from Greece comes | using the forces of nature, inlightening the bur-
that gift of seeing beauty to the whole world. | dens of life, in legislating for the welfure of so-

In Rome, we discover the world’s legislator, | ciety—we are living witnesses that the Law of
Rome gave law to all the nations of he earth. | Progress has been going on, creating many de-



