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defended by the law of the land 1 Lf it be right thus te

engage in perpettual con fliet, it con only be on the ground
tbat the lawv its-elf is morally %vrong. Moral truth and
Molral right are inxiolate, and iaws xvhich are based on
the eternal principle8 of inigiiteonisness, cannot be assailed

Weithout injury and defeat. l'le universal voice of
Canada and of the vvbole civilized wvorld declareti that,

tnlraI tisuasion agaînst intempeî'ance us right, not wreng.
Th8e laws theref'ore vlîich iii tlieir very nature are cal-

Ctîlated to increase and spread the vice of intemperance
Ire radicatiy defective, and ought to be abolislied. .In a
certain state or condition of the country, moral suasion

'naY be the only fea8ible and practicabte plan of opera-
tin and will alvays be necessary, but when l)y itis
Various orgarjizations publie, opinion is fortrned against

the mnanufact»ure, sale and use (if strong drink, tiien the

law shuuld harmonize %vith %%,hat ii rnorally right, and be

brougyht into that form by xN'hic1î froi the beginning it
Sboiild have becrn characterized. Canada is novv corne

to that po)sitioni, that an entire reconstruction of our
liCense lavé; is reîîdered necessarv, iii consequence, of.

tb6 advanced cighltennîietit and 'iioral requirements

of the population, and niow rmorai sîtasion itself res-

Pectfully appearî bethie the legislature and asks, net
rllief from moral exertion, or the ordinary toits of an

elterprise aft'ectingr the mîndî and merals of society,
bUt that the legalized iinpedirnents to success rnay be

lBtloved, and that the traffie iii intoxicating liquors

rnO~Y be pi'ohibited under penalties as severe as the
'1C6 is great. The comparative inieflicieicy of moral
%*JOsion atone is l)ainfutty demnonstrated iii the case of

Irelaad. There sorne years agro astonishing stîccess
erOwned the labours of the temperance reformer.
T1beusands, if not millions ivere, induced te taie, the

Pledge of abstinence, and there ivas a great diminution
't' tbhe manufacture and sale et' the commron drink of

th lower classes. But the Iaw reniained as before,

O1nd by statistical information, ilu us seen that t'ecently
tberê6 bas been a shocking, increase iii the consumption
Or' ardent spirits and arfeairul retuira te destructive

habits. Had the laxv harmonized %vith the imiproved
moral convictiens of duty entertained and njanifested

bthe people, ibere %vould have been a permanent

reffrmation l)y the remeoval of those teînptations te vice
et'id immaorality xvhich present themacîeves *at the

ncorners of every street in every city, towni and hamlet
of' 14 land. Let tliese be abolished and prohibited,

1tnd the law faithfiully executcd, and then the moral

'genCies employed foi' the public would be untram-
tIlelled and unimpeded. Canada supplicates at the

bE0i f her own legislature that measure w'hich in its
0tP6ration shall annihilate the miscluiefs produced by

the indiscrimate traffie in alcoholic beverages. This

appeal is made wiÎth confidence in the rectitude of the

principle comprehended in the nurnerous petitiofis

which you %vill bave the honoi' of receiving from your

constituents, and flot wvithout hope that the prayer of

the petitioners wvill be favourably entertained and a

bill prepared and passed wbich shall grive to Canada

freexlomi froin the hanieful eflbx',ts of a business, ruinons
te ail the dearest interests of our beloved country.

GENTLEMEN 0F TUE L}:oý1SLATURE.-YOU 'viii know
how easy it is for those %v'ho are adverse to the tem-

perance cause to raise the cry of unconstitutionality.

They N'ill be Joined by those whose craft is in danger.

A prohiliitory tawi is unconstitutiontl they will say-lt

invades persenat rights-it destroys property-it en-*

dangers liberty! ! But it may bc asked, how many

thuous-anids have beeti robbe(i of their î'ight by the !aw

as it noxv stands ? II1ow miaity ilitions woî tI of pro.-

perty has beeîî destroyed thrùtughI the sale of liquor?

Liberty and life have le sacriiiced in teai thousand
instances, as the direct and indirect fruit of our present
systeni of iegalized indulgences. Lt is not untconstitu-

tioîîal to change taws xvbicb aie founrd to tie oppres.

sive. Lt is not constitutionai te aimi at the diminution

of public vices and prix'ate, xrongs. Lt is flot uncon-

stitutional te protect our %ivves and children against
xidowhiood and ci phanagre. Lt is flot unconstitutiOflal
to prevent individujals from trespassing on the rights

of othcrs. Lt is net unconstitutional for society to pro-

tect itselt'agaiîîst the rapacity and avarice of merce-

nary men. If it wcre se iii any of these given cases,

then on oui, stattîte book there is a mass of unconsti-
tutional ls.But, no ! the iaxv we seek is flot un-
coîistitutional, but ive do earnestly aver that the presene
license laws of Cuniada ARE IlNCON.STITUTIOlNAL. 'fiied
by whatever is duly recognized as part and parcel of
the British Constitution. I'he Magna Charta-The

Bill of Riglts-Iiabeas Corpus-The Common law
-rhe Law of Equity-the Criminal law, and the

various laws affeciing general and special rights as

betîveen mani an~d mani ;-ricid by these license laws,
autlioriziiig an(] ivegulating. the manuifacture and sale

of alcobolic beverages, are uniconstitutional. By them
aliegcd rigbts have been created, xvhich are opposcd
to the public good. 13y thenin murder has been insti.

gated and robbery cornmitted. By them involuntary

taxation bas been imposed on society. Tbrough' them
violence, riet, destitution, N%,retchiedniess, disease and
mortality have origmnated and spread. The great
question then is ; shail this systemn of oppression and

crluelty, of public and private iniquity be continued ?
Or will you, Gentlemen of the Canadian Legslature-
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