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The Commeran? certainly enjoys a very much
Iarger circulation among the business community
of the vast regpion lying between Lake Superior
and the Pacific Coast, than any other paper in Cans
ada, daily or weckly, By athorough system of
personal “solicitation, carried out annually, this
jourral has been pliced \\You the desks of the
majority of busingss men in the district designated
above, including Northwest Ontario, the Provinces
of Mumtoba and Britishh Colwnbin, and the ‘Ferri-
torics of Assiniboia, Alberta and Sashatchewan,

he C cial also reaches the leading wholesale,
commission, masufacturing and finavcial houses of
Eastern Canada,

WINNIPEG, NOVEMBER 8, 1897.

WINNIPEG WATER WORKS

A very full discussion of the Winui-
pez water works question was haad at
n specal  meeting of the Wimipeg
board of trade, held Monday last. At
the meeting arcsolution from  the
council of the board was submitted.
Tihis resolution was given in The Com-
merelal last weaz. It <ndorsed the
artesian well systom, 4 clared in fa-
vor of acommission to manage the
construction and operation of the
works, and asked that the question
of the purchase of any portion of the
existing system ba 1t to the com-
misslon.

As regards the first point, popular
opinion seems to be very largely in
favor of accepting the decislon of the
experts In favar of an artesian wili
system, The third point, regarding
the purchiase of any portion of the «x-
isting system is ako 2 matter
which evidently should ba left to ex-
pert opinion to decide. Thoe average
eitizen, with the knowledge which
he may be able to gain of ths question
in the ordinary way, can hardly come
to o safe conclusion upon this point.f
Whether the work bo constructed by
cominission or by the council direct,
the opinion of experte will have to be
mainly relicd upon as to what may
bo done regarding ‘tho cxisting sys-
tem. . s

The gquestion as to a commis jon
Lioweover, s o business maotter upon
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which any fntelligent business man or
other person is capable of formiug an
opinion for wtuisell. Thoe Cosumercinl
fs most acetaedty tn fovor of g com-
misgton.  The couacll s an olec-
tive body, varying from year
to year, while thora would bo « con-
tinuity about the commission. The
Commercinl would further urge, that
the conditions existing undor our sys-
tem of civie governmett. ur> not such
ag to render the circumstanees favor
able to the counstruction of large
civie works to the test advantage.Tho
congtruction of such an Important
work 1ot ouly roouires engineering
skill, but also c¢'ose and continuous sup-
ervision of n busiue-s nature, from a

capable person or persons, This g
lncking under our municipal system,

The Commerecinl will not enter into
any discussion of the matter at
length, but we certainly favor tho
principle of a commission for the
water works constructfon, composed
of thoroughly competent persons.

A FEATURE OF STRIKIES

It is reported from London that o
strike of cotton operatives is immin-
ent, It Is to be hoped means will bo
found fer averting tlho disaster, for
such it would certainly prove. In these
days of lutense commercial rivairy a
prolonged strike in such an lmpert-
ant industry weould certainly be taken
wlvantage of by Britaln's rivals to
injure Britlsh expert trade. While
tho strike itself weould cause immeice
dircet loss to all concernad, the in-
direct icss of trade through the op-
portunliy given to rivals to seizo for-
olgn markets, would perhaps be the
worst feature of the situation.

The trouble fs over ai five por cent,
reduction In wages, which the em-
ployers say Is absolubely necessary. In
fact they say that In e present
state of thie markets thero shoud be
a] reduction of ten per cent. to cnable
them to make a profit. It is always
 difficuit matter, however, to con-
vince operatives of the nccessity for
a reduction in wages.

TARIFF PECULIARITIES

tWhat appears to be an anomalous
situation In tariff matters is the -laty
o oate and oasmeal. The duty on
oats s ten ceats per bushel, and on
oatweal It 18 20 per cent ad valorem.
It takes four and a half to five bush-
els of onts to make a sack of oatmeal.
The quty on the onts necessary to
mauke o sack of mea] would, therefore,
L 45 to 66 cenis, while at tlhie pros-
antt price or meal in the United Statos,
the cuty on tho meal would be about
20) coats. I3

On account of tho high price of vats
bere compared with other markets,
Mosdtoba oantmeal mullers are at a
great «isadvantage tius season. Milt-
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«rs {n Ontario are buying thelr oaty
abecut onc-third chcaper than tho
price ol vats here, while thg price ol
oats In Winnipeg is  almost double
thelr value at Minneapofis or Chicago.
If wo must import, 1L would boe bettar
to bring in the oats for milling here
and thus kcep an important local In-
¢ustry busy, lustead of bringing in the
meal. It s a pity the taritf could
net by arranged to allow of this, tem-
porarfly ot lcast. Oats at Mine-
apolis carry local freiglits from north-
crn anc northwostern points. About
the some frefght charge would bring
them to Winnipeg, from Red river val-
ley peints scuth of the boundary If
the toriff could be arranged to ad-
mit oats for milling purposes, 1o doubt
Manitoba millars would bo placed in
a posttion to obtalun o supply of ma-
teriai which would enable them o
compete  successfully with  outslde
miils. . . ¢

—

UNNECESSARILY WIDE

A newspaper paragrapl says the
Portage road is being surveyed pre-
paraforyto transferring it from the
Dominion to the local "government,
Tho object of tho survey is to allow
of giving niproper description of riv-
er lots adincent thercto. The Port-
age road is the principal highway
leading out of Winnipeg, and 1t was
originally the main trail leuding from
Winnipeg westwuard as far as Portage
in Prairie. The point Tho Comnrar-
cial wishes to make in counection with
the traunsfer of this road to the prov-
incinl government is the wnwieldy
witithh of thie highway. Tiere s no
ndvantage in havang such o, wide road
tthat we can think of, but therq uro
seme  disndvantages. In.  acountry
wiere 1.nd is s0 abundant and ¢l-eap,
it woull be perhaps superf{ivous to
speak of the waste of land engailed by
o wide roads. Ab the same  tuen
ticre  cerbuinly is a groat uuneces-
sary waste ol land in these wide coun-
try roads. Another point  agatnst
wide roads .6 the field which they af-
for¢ for producing crops »f wceds. In
wot weather tho road-sids is cut up
by wagons, and thus g place js made
for the growth of weeds. It would bo
o saving to the municipalities to have
the wide roads matorially reduced. I¢
about lalf the width of this Port-
age road wera banded back to tho
property owners along tha highway,
it would be a benefit vo ali conc.rned.

BICYCLE NUISANCE

The bicycle bell is oue of the nuis-
ances of Winnipeg., The law compell-
Ing bicyelists to mng o bell, in certaln
capes, Is o most absurd enactment.
The bell 1s o very useful attachmont
to tho blcycio, but its use should be
restricted, It is useful when ono rider
desires to pass ancther, theroby giv-
ing warning to the rlder akend to



