Crow’s Nest Railway,

Crow’s Nost Yass Rallway, ncamp
25 miles west of Anolood, Aug. 14.~—
We are an actual reality. I moean the
Crow’s WNest Pass ratlway., The grad-
ing nnd roadbed formation from Leth-
bridge to the Crow's Nest Luke s
wall advaicad, and comploted in many
pluces, ami gevoral scotions of the
wountalnous country through which
the lie will run woest of tho lake are
wow belug vigorously cut througli,

The 33U wmlcsg pubsidized by the
last sosslunn of parliament Is  belng
located by a corps of cigincers, under
W. Lumsden, whose office s at Mace
fcod. Next cvomes the divisional en-
gluoers, cach of whom have charge
of tifty mitles while uwmder coustrue-
tlon. Next the, vosidont englaecrs,
ono to every sixteon miles. These Int-
ter lay out thio line, put fn tho neces-
sary grade pegs, and see that the
contractors make the road according
to every detail of the specifications
prepared under dMr. Lumegden's supes-
vision, from the locutfon and original
survoys. Tho whole business issuper-
vised by Mr. Haney, assisted by Mr.
J. R. Turnbul}, C. E,

There 18 Just as muceh difforetoe be-
tween the plant now used Mr.
Igan end tlw othor coutractors on
thig roud, wud that d on the In-
tercolonial rallway f{u 18701878, as
there is botweon the 1837 fire grate,
pot, and crane, and the 1897 cook
stove which attraoted so mueht at-
tention in Mr. shdown's window
during fublieo week. It may interest
many wio arc not familiar with the
details of rallway work to know just
what constitutes a - atractor'sout-
fit, and how he does uhe work. One
t{x% eermlr:i 13110 \t\‘htﬂosale llugusesln

nnipey un: 10 tradespeop gen-
erally sﬁould atready be pecuninrily
inwtrosted to & very respeotabls ex-
tent.

Mr. E. C. Egan loft Winnipeg on
the aight of the 22nd of July with a
complete outflt necesgary to construct
or make the roadbed through pralrie
coutitry, {rom mileage 855 to 65; some
of It very ullly, containing decp fill-
lngs and heavy cuttings, and reach-
«d the site seleoted for the matn camp
—about mileage 57—just cast of the
jnnction of Plnolers' Creck and Old
Man's River, and close to Mr. YLe-
grandeur’s ranch and the Plegan
Indlang® veservation and camping
grouud, on Monday niﬁht. July 26,
without a break or hitch of any
kind, There was a Iull train of 18
cars and & coloulst coach; 100 men,
€0 horses, wagons, pluows, slushors or
serapers, wheelers (n new kind of
scraper for long haul filllngs), tents,
spades, picks, stiovel:, hammers, and
steel for rock work, a_comp'ete blacks
smith's field forge and tools, hiarness-
makors® outdit, cooks' outfit comploto
for two camps, and an abundant stock
of provisions, embracing every varle-
ty necesgacy to run the Loland ltouse.

The party was {n charge of Mr.
Kavanagh from Winnipeg to ©Cal
gary, where Messrs. M. Egan and
ilnverty jolned It, ang Mr. E. C, Egan
ook command and superlntended a'l
detalls from Maolead to the camp. On
the STth of July tho party was di-
vided i two, amd the secand camp
Ntelied atout oo and a-half  mi'es
east, undor Mr. M. Egan. Wark was
romumoice 1 next moruing, Wednesday,
drlv 23 and has continued over since
=ithout a hiteh of any kind,

The weather has bheon boautiful; firo
warm days, cool nights, clear, dry.

THE COMMERCIAL

Lracing atmosphiere. So far overys
thing ‘a8 been in Mre. Bgan’s favor,
80 much so that No. £ camp shifted
thiree miles ahcad yesterday and tlero
ls between four and five mtiles of the
voaud ready for the ties, rails and binl.
last. The outfit hns, since the camps
weroe formed, heen incrensed to seven
ty teams and 200 men. Everything in
the shape of harness, wagons and
working plant 18 new and lieuce the
continuous work without intermis.
sion Messrs. Kavanagh, Haverty and
McDowel{ are thoe foremen, afl thor
oughly experienced and remarkably
Intelligent young men, natives of Ous
tarfo and residents of Manitoba for
somo years. Two first class cooks are
enpioyed, an cxperienced hlacksmith
who also happens to bo a first class
shigelung smith and an experfenced
harness maker, make the necessary
repairs fn thelr respective nes. The
men in charge of the horses vie with
each other in regard to feeding,
grooming haod general caro of thelr
teams. The wholo of tho men are all
experienced and intelligent workmen.
showing that caro and good judg-
ment was used in their selection, and
tn this, coupled with the quality and
varlety of provisions supplicd togethor
with fair wages and reasonable hours
lies tlie secret of success in rallway
construction.

Out in Australia. whero men work
only eight hours and never get fess
than $2 per day on railway work
they cannot come up to the Ameri-
cans and Canadians in manual {abor,
simply because the men board §n shan-
tics which follow every new line be-
ing made and are kept by an unscrup-
ulous set of scoundrels who depend
more upon what they make out of tho
bad liquor suppllied tho men than the
profits from boarding them The wliolo
of tlic contractors on the (ine are sup-
plied with fresh beef by Mr. Nanton
of Winnipeg, who has tho meat con-
tract.

I am, mlthough quite ripe. only in
my infancy so to speak and this
sketelh may thereforo be taken as o
fair outlime of what all tho other
contractors have and aro doing. It is
impossible to visit them afl at once.
If they are all as well treated and
as enthusiastic in thefr work as Mr.
Egan’s men then there will be very
little grumbling on tho Crow's Nest
rallway.

Track-laying is now belng done on
the new line and the rails are laild
for o distance of nearly a nmile be-
gsides the sidings and otker tracks
near the junction. The first of tho
timber for culverts and bridges ar-
rived licre on Saturday, and a gang
of men were put to work putting in
the culverts on Monday afternvon.
It will only be a slhort timo now be-
fore the road will be bullt to the hill
at Scotty Ross, whero the heavy
work will be which will take somo
tlhirce months to complete. AMr. Stew-
art, who has several gangs at work
fa that locality, is making good pro-
gress and o busy scene may be wit-
gessed sny working day by a Jrive
along the proposed (ino in that scc.
tion, as some 140 men are engaged
along the hill from Roses’ bottom to
McNabb's ranche.

Mr. G. SBtrevel has finished uis grad-
ing out as far as the Six Milo Coulee,
and moved his camp to the other slde
of the Coulce on Friday last. He has
cleaned out the spring on the south
side of tl.o Coulce below the trail and
finds pleaty ol water there for his
stock. Water for cooking purposce
has to be hauled from town.—Letl-
bridge News.
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Wiil Open Ronds,

Afr. L. o, dlamilton, land commise
sloner of the €. P. R, leaves to-day
with a panty of surveyors to com-
mence ‘operations looking to the open-
iIng up of the Wablgoon countries.
They will flrst luy out a road to cons
weet Wablgoon with Lake Minnetakie.
That coad will conneot Lac Seul and
tho morthern waters tributary toit.
The road will ultimately bo used as
a steam tramway. A steam trame
way route will be located so as to
conmsct Lake Wabigoon with the Up-
por Manitou, a distance of seven
miles, and also from the south end of
the Jower Lake Wablgoon to conneot
with Rainy Lake, a distance of five
mlles.

These roads will mage lt so a tra-
veller can ieave Rat Yortage by
stenmer and reach Devil's Cascade, at
the qorth end of Rainy Lake. From
there steam tramg can be taken to
the dMamiton and Wabigoon water
gtrotches, which conmect with the
main line of the £. P. R. at Wablgoornr

This will be a decided boon to thoss
working mires in the Manitou dis-
trict, and will also provide one of the
most charming aud pleturesque toure
ist routes In Canada. 'The scenery
over the Plekerel Lake and the Lower
Muamitou ls saild to be the best in
Western Ontario. Canoes can be
taken oy tho steamers from Rat Port-
age, amd with the slort portages
from Dovil's Cuscade to Wablgoon, a
most enjoyable trip can be had.

Ax soon a8 the surveyors’ report I
in it wiil e decided when to proceed
witl, construction work. The party,
whick Is composed of seven, people,
goos out under instructions from
';;iuﬁ-l’mideut Shaughnessy, of theC.

. R,

SHINGLE COMBINE.

‘Tacomn, Wash., Aug. 18.—Reopresen-
tatives of alt  tho shinglo mills on
Puget Souynd met here in secret ses-
sion to form a combine for the pur-
pose ol establishing o uniform seale
of prives. Star shingles wero set at
§1.20 to §i.35; clears at $1.40 to
$1.45, with the usual differences on
lower grades. An advance of $1.00 o
thousand was made on cedar and
spruce siding and all other grades of
rough and dressed lumber are held at
tl;ﬁ prevailing  secale of  the larger
miils.

Buffalo, N. Y., Aug. 18.—A special dis
patel from Omaha, Ncb., contains jn-
formation that will be interesting to
Canadinn cattlemen. The dispatch is
as follows: “The demand for stockers
and feeders in Nebraska hag become
so heavy since the new corn crop was
assured, that prices of that class of
cattle have reached unheard of am-
ounts. The yurds here are tesleged
daily by cattie buyers from Nebraska
and Jowa. More than ono handred
men aroe here for the purpose. In ade
ditlon hundreds of cars of Texas stock
are being recelvedl here daily to be
soki ns feeders. Canadian cattle are
coming in; for the first timo in the
state's history, feoders are leing rent
west from the extreme east. A train
load arrived at Omaha last night di-
reet from  Buffalo, which had been
bought in that 'acality for the Ne-
tiraska market. They were bought at
$44 .10 per hundred, and sell hiere for
$5.15. lenving a2 good margin  over
cost and freight. These are stiff
pricos for stockers and feeders, but
Jowa and Nebraska men, who have
thousands of bushels of corn in sight
and handreds of tons of hay, are ready
4o pay it. e Y



