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THE COMMERCIAL,

A San Francisco dealer tho other day oleared
the Victoria markot of evory skin at 20 per
cont. advance on former prices, buying in all
2,000 skine at §12 each. Owners of sealing
schoonors are consequently elated over tho fact.

Fruirs, wors, 810.—The first consigament
of California strawberries have beed in tho
Viotoria market and sold at fancy prices.
They will be goneral in a weok or two  Thero
isa largo proportion of Califoruia oravges in-
jured by frost, and bost qualities are high. A
car of Sicily lamons are on the way and will bo
quoted cheap. A corload of oastern apples
have beon recaived and aro solling at $6-50.
Quotrtions are: Riverside oranges, $2 to
83; cocoanuts, $1 por doz.; Wash. navels,
$4:75; bananas, $3.756 to $+; Sicily lemoos,
$5.50; Cal. lomons, $4 73; Turkish figs, 153c:
almonds, 18¢; walnuts, 15¢; filberts. 15¢; brazil,
150; pine, 200; peanuts, 10¢; evapored apples,
12:; evaporated peaches, 10c; evaporated apri
cots, ll¢; evaporated prunes, 9¢; California
pitted ptums, 10c; Str’d honey, 13c; raisios,
$2 to §2.75; Oregon apples, $L.75.

Fi1sui —Tho oolachan run has commenced aund
oolachans are in good local demand. There is
practically no other fish in the market, except
salmon, which is high and export demaud is so
gront to exhaust the supply. Boats from the
uorth are expocted daily with deep sea catches,
which is expected to replenish the market.
Arrangements have been made, it is under-
stood, with coast settlers to send dewa their
catches io steamers to dealers, who will here-
after have a more or less regularity.

Sugars—Jobbers quote sugar as follows :
Granalated, 53¢ ; extra c., bic; yellow, 4ic;
golden c., 43c. A carload of maple syrap and
sugar is on the way from the east.

Vegatables—A carload of Ashere” potatoes
are being jobbel from $25 to 32" per ton.
Fraser river potatoes are selling at 315 and
under. Califoraia new potatoes are selling at
2¢'per b ; cabbage 2Ac per Ib.; rhubarb, $2.25
per box ; aspacagus $2 to $2.25. There is a
pleatiful supply of all small vegetables of the
season.

Coal—Wellington coal is quoted at §8 in Sin
Francisco. A letter from there regarding the
situation says: There are still general com.
plaints of stagnation of trad. in this line, and

rices still rule very low. The jobbers report
ull salos, but the margia of profic is too small
for the capital invested. Northern mines con.
tinue to ship liberally, iu the face of an over-
loaded market. TLhe quautity of coal due here
in April aud May from foreiga sources is vory
lighs, and it is to he hoped that values may
improve somewhat. No marked advance, how-
ever, can be expested, as it is almost an aisured
fact that no very high prices can ba reached
this year.

Ponltry—A consigament of poultry from
Wianipeg sold at high prices, turkeys realiziag
230 per pound and chickens $10.50 par dozen.

Canned goods -Canned vegetables aro stidea-
ing, but in fruit the market is filled with east-
ern goods, Fraser Vallsy Canning Co.’s goods
is quoted as follows : 3 10. table §2 40 per doz.;
1 gal. ple fruit $4.23; 3 gal. do, $2.40; 1 1b.
glass jams $2.40. Pickles ara firmer, although
the markat is wall filled. Caanadian picklesare

uoted: 1-gal 752; piats $1.90 doz.; quarts
3.80; sauces, $1.20.

Lumber, etc.—Situation remiias uachanged.
Freights to Australis have declined. Other-
wise thoy remain steady. Raites are quoted :
Sydaey, 323 61; Mslboucte, Alclaide or Port
Pirieo, 378 61 to 493; West Coast Sruth Amer-
ica, 333 to divest port; United Kiagdom, crll-
iong at Cork for orders, 625 615 Shaughai, 50a.

- Brianf Busincss Notes.

Bonnet & Buras, sailmakers, Victoria, have
dissolved ; Buras continues.

There is talk of a vein of platinum having
been discovered near Mission,

Allan McLean, New Westminester, has sold |

his grocery busigess to Donald A, McLsan,

Crocket & Jackson, Westminster, havo dis-
solved.

S. R. Jcssop is opening & machino ropairing
shop in Vancouver,

John T. Papst, grocer, Victoria, has sold out
to Juliono H. Fraunk.

Kerr & Begg have sold out the Viotoria Nows
Agoncy to Geo. Marsden.

The steamor Marion is making regular trips
on the Columbia from Ravelstoke.

A small steamer just built will be run as a
ferry between Oak and Cadbora bays, Victoria.

The Chiliau ship Fmma Louisa is en route
from Valparaiso to load lumber at Vuncouver.

The bank rato of exchauge in Nelson nas been
reducod from a half to a quarter bf one per
cent,

C. W. Bash has nogotiated the sato of the
Balfoar townsite at tho outlet of Kootenay
Lako.

Gilmore & McCandless, Victoria, are
olosing out their merchant tailoring depart.
ment.

G. B. Wright has been appointed managing
director of the Ailmsworth Land & Improve-
ment Co.

A. W. Levery has opened a bakery and
confectionery atore in the Begbie block, West.
miuster.

Tho Tritish Colambia Fruit Growers' Asso
ciation will meet in Chilliwhack on the 10:h
of May. P

The C. P. ss. limpress of Japan, now on her
way, has 250 passengers and 2,500 tons of cargo
on board.

Arthur Ecglehardt has resigned the North-
ern Pacific office, Victoria, to go into busincss
for himself.

There is some stir in Kamloopsabout sinkin
for coal ia the distriot, which was discovercg
three years ago.

The now Vancouver Coal Co. has struck a
lower seam of coal on Protection island, fouar
feot in thickness.

It has been decided to subsidize the steamer
Telephone as a mail boat befween Westmiuster
and the South Arm,

The British ship Bushmills, consigoed to
Baker B-os., has sailed from Liverpool for
British Columbia ports.

South Vancouver has been organized as a
municipality. It iacludes the couoty lying
south of Vancouver to the Fraser viver,

Carney & Barret's store at Nelson has been
destroyed by fice. The loss, covered by insur-
ance, is estimated at between £7,000 and 83,
000.

The British ship Burmah has beon chartered
toload lumber at Moodyville for Valparaiso.
The Norwegian bark E-nblem will load lamber
at Vancouver for Cork, Ireland,

Waulffsohn & Bewicke, Ltd., will open a
branch of their baukiog, real estate and insur.
ance busioess at Veraon, in charge of J. P.
Brophy and J. Mclvor Campbell.

Two shifts of men continue development
work on the main tununel of the Silver King,
which is now in 854 feet, al at 14 feet being
driven per day. The character of ths ore re-
mains unchanged.

The Marine and Fisheries Department,
Ottawa, have replied to a petition from the
settlers on Squamish river, stating the Govern.
ment counld not stock the river this year with
sockeye salmon dut will next season. .

In the Supreme Court, Judge Walkem de-
cided that real estate men could not legally
collect conveyauce fees, being the out come of
a suit brought by Woods & Gamblo against
Mtrs Brighouss to recover conveyaunce fees.

« D, C. Cubin, prosident of the Spokane &

Norchern, says the Nelson & Fort Sheppard
railway will bo built for the 10,009 per milo of

land grant from the proviucial legislature
whether the Dominion government graunts a
charter and subsidy or not.

G. 8. MoTavish, who camo out of Cussiar,
via Wrangel,on snowshoes, says that if Cussiar
is to romaiun a miving district, a trail must be
built from To]ogmph Croek to Tuckoo Lake.
Though rich, Tackoo county is not worked,
there being no convenient way of gotting in.

Soveral mining men recontly purchased for a
small prico the Black Bear and Wur Eagle
miues {n tho Okaunagan district, A lottor has
just been roceived at Nelson from one of the
ownors, stating that a tremondously rich atriko
has been made. The gold in the ore is in its
native state, aud the rock assays from $20,00
to £50,000 per ton. .

Axorder in onnetl, throvieg open tho agei-
cultural lands of tho Kamloops land ageucy,
situated north of the line betweca towaships
15 and 16 and east of the seventh meridian of
the Dominion lavds system of snrvey,for home.
steading by actual settlers, on conditions an.l
at the prico prescribed by the regulations of
Septomber 17th, 1589, has bsen published in
the Canada Qazette.

Grain and Milling.

Graio shipments from Morden, Mau., to date
are 550,000 bushels.

Moelita farmers have applied for the ground
to build an elevator. Carson Bros, are
also building an clevator at this Manitoba town
and still a third new elevator is talked.

F.\W, Thompson, manager of the Ugilvie M. .
ling conpany, Winnipeg, rotuined last woon
from an extended trip south, Mr, Thow,-
son has b:en wach benefited in heuvih wy
the trip and comes back ready for a busy sex-
son.

Jus. A, Jamieson, reneral superintendent of
olevators on the C.I.R. system, states that the
plaus have been received for a 1,500,000 bush.
el elevator in Boston for the recoption of west-
ern grain arriving in that city over the 13,ston
& Maine, and that its construction will be pro-
ceeded with forthwith.

According to the Mint apolis Market Revind
of Monday last a great deal of grain was 10 the
groutd in S,uzh Dakota.  The ucreage is larg-
er than last year, of wheat that will be snan
Drouth is completely broken and the streams
and roads aro full of water. The geuera! cut
look for a whk.at crop in Minuesuts is cailcd ju-
vorable. The south half is nearly half dene,
with sowing wheat. The north half is only
faitly begun, with evidence of much grain go-
ing in late.

TLumber f}uttings.

Dick, Banning & Co, expect to start tieir
mill at Keowatin on Monday. Other Lake of
the Woods mills aro expecled to commence cut-
ting soon.

A Prince A" ~rt, Saskatchewan, correspond.
ent says: ¢ The fine spruce and pine wood of
which there is any quantity around Prince Al
bert, is in great demand at Regina and Moose
Jaw, and a large trade in fire wood has arisen
betweon the three towns.”

W. J. Macauley at one time the lumber king
of Muauitoba, wasin Winuipey last week on his
way to his home in Victoria, B.C. Mr. Marauley
is vice-president of the Victoria Lumber and
Manufacturing Compauny and is on his return
from an extended trip to Chili and Peru He
was delichted with the couatries he visted
and has decided to open millsin South America
this summer, where there is pleaty of timber
to be procured.

An observant reportor has noticed that
when o woman asks to be taken to une silk
counter she speaks in a much louder voic« than
when she o.s{:s to lovk at the calic et
nants, .




