1

il

L A R L TR S

"

S,
NSRS e s

.

THE COMMERCIAL.

27

Montreal Exhibition.

The Pross of the Provinco of Quebecgenerlly
concur tn tho opinion, that the exhibits of tlus
year at the Montreal Exhibition are no more
than equal, if not jnferior to those of last year,
80 far 08 the mdustrinl departments arve con-
cerned, The deficiency in cotton and woollen

* goods is accounted for by the fact that uulls

generally are too pushed with ondors on ?nqn.l
to give much attention to preparing exhibits,
The display of foundry work in stoves and
other castings, aml hardware generally,wasvery
fine, while in working machinery it was inferior
to that of last year.

The line of goods in which improvement was
most noticeable was domestic carpets.  There
was a very fine exhibit of these, which showed
plainly that Canadians have me.de rapid progress
in the manufacture of this class of goods.
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C. P. R. Construction.

"This great work goes on at an astonishingly
rapid pace, and it now looks certain that the
contractors will have track laid clear to the
Saskatchewan River before the close of the year,
The running of a passenger irain with sleeper
attached through to Regiua, which commenced
on the first of this month,is to be supplemented
next week by a daily mixed train from that
place to Swift Current Creek, about 150 miles
further West. The Company act upon the plan
of opening traffic as soou as possible after
track is laid, and thus place no obstacle in the
way of scttlers going West. ¢

From Winnipeg to Morrisalong the west hank
of the Red River is now Inid, and construction
trains are rauning.  ‘vhis braneh, however, will
not he openecd for regular tratlic until track is
laid to the boundary line, near to Smuggler’s
Point.

The line from Rat Portage to Thunder Bay
still remains in the control of the contractors,
althongh regular trains are running, and it is
not likely that the Company will accept the line
much hefare the openfhg of next spring.
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License.

The extensionof a  Liquor License Law to the
city of Brandon is likely soon to be followed by
a similar Jaw being put in force at Rat Portage.
Several prominent resi-lents of that city of the
lakes have been in Winnipeg during the past
week consulting with Premier Norquay on the
subject, and some have expressed to us their
belief that a well regulated system of license
will soon be introduced into their town.

Since the licenses hiave been issued in Brandon
no reports of any increase in drunkenuness have
been reeeived here, and it is very probable that
the introduction of the law in Rat Portage will
make sbout as little change. People in the
North-West are becoming every day more con-
vinced of the truth of John Bright's saying,
that ‘“ you cannot make men sober by Act of
Parliament. * If it cannot be accomplished by an
Act of Parliament, madein accordance with the
wants of an old country like Eugland, it must
certainly be still more difficult tocnforce sobriety
among iutelligent white settlers by means of o
law which was meant toregulate ouly the habits
of Indians. This prohibitory system is a direct

interference with an accepted axiom of com-
meree, mel more logienl arguments thau those
used by its advocates are nccessary before any
legislative hody avo justified in aceepting it as
a bagis of legislation,

From a social puint of view Pruhibition ap-
pears in oven n worse light.  The days of ve
ligious intolersince are gone, and the man who
would wivovate a return to them would he rated
as a velic of a past age, In Prohibition the field
is less explored, although its scope for perseen-
tion is by no means limited, and many well.in-
clined peaple, hefore they are aware, find them-
selves advoenting measures which are only an
introduction of the thin cdge of the wedge of

the worst form of social tyraany.
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The—Price of Pork.

Amuug setiail dealers we hear a good share of
complaining about the present exceptional rise
in the prive of pork, and some are disposed to
attribute the high figures to purely speculative
causes.  As this is the first month of the fall in
which newly-packed pork will gmde, tnercis
no doubt but more or less of an effort at getting
up a corner is on foot, sceing that the stock on
ham is now at its lowest, and can be easily car-
ried by a combmation of capifalists ; but the
extent of this corner is very limited indeed, and
there is very little hope of any material reduc-
tion in prices in the near future.

One wholesale dealer who has been many
years in Winnipeg, remarked to our representa-
tive a few days ago, *‘People think we are ex-
tortioners when we ask present price, and trump
up the low figures of bygone years in supgport of
their assertions.”

As yet Manitoba must draw her pork supply
mainly irom the great packing centers of the
United States, and a comparison of the number
of hogs packed at these centers dunng the past
season and the one previous will give a key to
the present high prices. From March Ist to
Sept. 30th, 1582, 1,475,006 hogs were packed
in Chicago; 265,000 in Kansas City ; 43,000 in
Cincinnati; in St. Louis, 160,000; in Indiana-
polis, 108,000 ; in Milwaukee, 92,000 and in
Cedar Rapids, 152,000. During the same
period in 1881 the number packed were:
Chieago, 2,275,000 ; Kausas City, 384,418 ; Cin.
cinnati, 108,500 ; St. Louis, 283,000; Indiana.
polis, 118,000 ; Milwaukee, 104,000, and Cedar
Rapids, 169,000. The total for 1882 at other
points in the States was 2,650,000, and for 1881,
3,830,000. The grand total for 1882 was
4,947,721, and for 1881, 7,272,460, showing
2,324,739 less in the former, or nearly 30 per
cent. more in 1851,  The stock of mess pork la
store in Chicago at the close of September, 1881,
was 101,354 barrels, while at the same period
in 1882, it was only 55,580 ; in New York it
was only 12,331 barrels against 19,886 barrels
in 1861, and on the fost of the present month
the stock on hand in Liverpool was only 1,500
harrels.  Add to all these figures the Chicago
receipts of live hogs which, forthe first week of
the present month have averaged wnder 11,000
a day, while for the corresponding week of 1851
they exceeded 18,000.

A mere novice in figures can see by a glance
at the foregoing facts that speculation has but
a smnall share of responsibility regarding the

present high dtate of the pork market, while the
shrewdest fal to seo where the natural laws of
supply and demand are hikely to bring about
any speedy reduction. The com erop of the
central States is very short this year, owing to
injury received by the Inte frusts of lnst spring,
and fariners in these States who have any of
it in store, will naturally prefer shepping 1t to
markets where 1t 18 selhing at from G, to50¢. o
buhel, to feeding 1t to hogs, even when these
are worth Sc. a pound, live weight, i the same
warkets.  Corn hrugs quick returus of ready
money to that class, and Western farmers ave
not over wealthy and require that to keep

matters moving.
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The New Cartage Arrange-
ments.

The new cartage arrangements of the Cana.
dian Pacific Railway have now been in foree
suflicient length of time to produce some eriti-
cistn by outside partics who are interested, and
a representative of Tur Commenrcian, has heen
carefully noting these, hoth favorable and wae
favoruble.

The greatest opposition to any great system
like the Cartage Company's arrangements cotes
from a mortal fear of monopolies, which is fixed
in the mind of the average Winnipegger, and
nota few without reasoning the question rank
this Company as another dead weight placed
upon the buginess arrangements of the city.
Such parties would do well to suspend judg.
ment until the Company gets a fair trial.

Our representative has heard a few com.
plaints about the time which now eclapses
between the notice of arrival of freight and the
delivery of the same.  But it must be borne in
mind that the notice of freight is now sent as
scon as the arrival of the car containing the
same is reported, while in days gone by goods
were often in the city days, aml even weeks,
before the consignee reccived any notification
of the face, and not unfrequently he had to
make a diligent search in the transit sheds for
his freight, and be subjected to cousiderable
annoyance about storage charges, which he
rightly considered he was not bouud to pay.
The Maunitoba Cartage and Warchouse Company
now assumes all responsibility in  this line,
When freight arrives they present notice of, and
bill for the same, and when the latter is paid
the consignee is no longer liable for any storage
ordemurrage charges which may be incurred, hut
the whole matter afterwards lies between the
railway and cartage companies. The delay in
delivery thereafter is only a sceming one, and
is cansed by the promptitude of the notice of
arrival,

The Manitoba Cartage and Warehouse Coni-
pany is simply an organization backed by ample
capital to enable them to fulfil all their obliga-
tions, and to guard consignees from the annoy-
ance and expense of demurrage charges on
their consignments. Being a newly-organized
concern it will naturally have minor irregulari.’
tics for a time ; but if well managed it must
certainly prove a valuable organization for the
business circles of Winnipeg. Its present
management are entitled to a few months’ pro
bation, until the expiry of which,critics would
be just as well as generous in withholding their
opinion.




