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TIHE CRITIC.

It is worthy of notice that a woman's branch of the Imperial Federation
League, under the title of “The Britannia Roll,” has been formed in Eng.
Jand. Among those who were .amovg the earliest members enrolled are
Lady Aberdeen, Lady Brooke, Lady Cowan, aud Miss Varly Smith. The
Clerk of the Roll, Miss Constance Milman, carnestly invites all women to
do their utmost to secure the permanent unity of the Britannic copire by
becoming members of *“The Britannia Rol),” and giving it their active
support,

By the drait agreement between DBritain and Portugal, recently signed,
the recuriing irritating disputes between the two countries in South Africa
should be put an end to. By the apreement, we understand Portugal gains
a solid block of territory, comprising about 50,000 square mules, on the
north of the Zambesi, while Britain obtains a narrow strip by way of rectifica-
tion of the frontier in Manicalard. Portugal thus comes well out of a contro-
versy that has been unrcasonably prolonged. The Cortes will be wise if it
promptly ratifies the agrcement, for in the event of another abortive attempt
at settlement Britain would not likely take any more trouble in the matter,
but any collision that Portugal might provoke would be settled by force of
arms, when the latter would certainly get the worst of it.

In the Manipur despatches tho name of the chief disturber of the peace
was spelt in so many different ways that we were at a loss to tell which one
was correct. The Pall Mall Gaselte has the following information from a
correspondent, which we give, hoping our readers will ficd it effectual in
clearing off the mists that have surrounded both the spelling and the mean-
ing of that particular Iudian word :—“That odd title, the Senaputty or
Senspati, which has become so famili.r to us of late, means a General or
Commander of an Army. It comes, according to a correspondent learned
in the tongues, from sena, an army, and pat!i, a master or protector. The
variation Senapoti is a mistake, it seems. The Viceroy spells the name
wrong throughout his despatch. To read some of the-accounts it would be
thought that Setiaputty, instead of a title, was the man's name.”

— ——

Duelling and beer-drinking, as practised in the German Universities,
have received the commendation of FEmperor William. This sentimen: is
of course, shocking, but then allowance must be made for the eccentrici-
ties of the Emperor, who, to judge by the events of the few years of his
1eign, has a taste for variety, and enjoys posing in strikiog positions. That
this last attitude is anything but creditable to him goes without saying, for
as a King he gives new life to the by no means elevating practices he
approves, and to which he gives his royal ssnction. It is true, students’
duels are not much more dangerous than football, but the Emperor's
encouragement of the practice means that they will be carried to a greater
extent in after life. As for guzzling beer, the wisdom of it may well be
questioned, even if the morality be passed over. The objects the Emperor
wishes to promote, that all Germans, and especially all Germans of the
classes from which officers come, should be trained in the virtues of courage,
obedience and discipline—which latter meaus, probably, whean distinguished
from obedionce, the habit of selfcontrol—are laudasble, but how they sre
going to be achieved by fostering either duelling or beer-drinking in com
paoy, we fail to see.

As an example of business enterprise and presperity Halifaxians need
only look at the several banking institutions of the city. If there is any
truth in the general statement that our business mea are slow and sleepy,
it cannot at lcast be applied to the bankers. In support of this fact we
give the following list of bunks and their agencies :—

The Bank of Nova Scotia, head office, Halifax, Thomas Fysche, cashier,
has branches in Amherst, Annapolis, Bridgetown, Digby. Xentville, Liver-
pool, New Glasgow, North Sydney, Oxford, Fictou, Stellarton, Westville,
and Yarmouth, N. 8; in Campbellton, Chatham, Fredericton, Moncton,
Newecastle, St. Andrews, St. John, St. Stephen, Susssx, and Woodstock, N.
B,; in Charlottetown and Summerside, P. E. Island; in Montreal, P, Q;
in Minnesapolis, U. S, and io Kiogston, Jamaica.

The People’s Bank, head office, Halifax, John Knight, cashier, has just
opened a branch at the north end, with M. Henry Richey ia charge, which
promises to fill a long-felt want, and add not a little to the prospenty of the
bank. Iis agencies in the Province are as follows :—Lunenburg, Mahone
Bay and Wollfville, N. S., North Sydney, C. B., Edmunston, Shediac and
Woodstock, N. B.

The Merchants’ Bank, head office, Halifax, D. H. Duncan, cashicr, bas
branches in Antigonish, Bridgewater, Guysboro, Londonderry, Lunenburg,
Maitland (Hants Co.,) Pictou, Port Hawkesbury, Sydasy, Truro, and Wey-
mouth, N. S.; in Bathurst, Dorchester, Fredericton, Kingston, (Kent Co.,)
Moncton, Newcastle, Sackville, and Woodstock, N. B.; and io Charlotte-
town and Summerside, P. E. Island.

The Halifsx Banking Company, head office, Halifax, W, L. Putcaithly,
cashier, has branches in Amherst, Antigonish, Barrington, Bridgewater,
Canning, Lockoport, Lunenburg, New Glasgow, Parrsboro, Windsor, and
Springhill, N. S,; in Peticodiac, Sackville and St. John, N. B.

TLe Union Bank, hesd office, Halifax, E. L. Thoroe, cashicr, has
branches in North Sydncy, Anpapolis, and New Glasgow.

Besides these Halifax banking houses the Bank of Montreal has branches
st Chatham, Moncton and St. John, N. B., and in Halifax, and the Bauk of
British North Amcrica has branches in St. Joha and Fredericton, N. B.,
and in Halifax.

K. D, C. has proved itsclf of the Age,
to be the Greatest Cure Sample Package of the

New agencies are constantly being opened where favorablo opportunities
occur, and the foregoing excellont showing speaks well for the enterprise of
the several banks,

An extraordinary case of somnambulism is reported from one of the
Freuch rural districts.  According to the account which has reached Paris,
the patient is a youog man whose legs have been completely paralysed for
some time. In his usual state he is unable to move without the help of
ciutches, but when the fit is on himn he can walk long distances without the
slightest assistance. A few nights ago he got up and started for a neighbar-
ing village, followed by snme of his relatives, who never loae sight of him
when he is in this condition. He arrived without misadvernture at the
house of a friend, kuocked at the door, and asked for refreshment. Afier
having rested for a tew mameats he returned homwe, and, as it was still very
carly in the morning, he sat down on a beunch and waited until people bagin
to come out of their houses IIe then went to bed, and awoks a few hours
afterwards without feeling the least fatigue, though he had walked more
than ten miles, nor had he the stightest remembrance of the expedition
which he had undertaken. The case is said to be exciting the utmost
interest throughout the D:partment, and to be the subjact of universal dis-
cussion. This recalls to mind a much more curious story, told at somz
length by Professor Huxley, in his Animal Automatism, of a certain Ser-
geant F——, of the French Army, who, at the battle of Bazeilles, was
wounded by a ball which fractured his left parietal bone. "The Sergeant
led a duallife. In his normil condition he was as other men, but in his
sbnormal condition retained alone the sease of touch. Yet this mun,
while in his abnormal state, would eat, drink, smoke, walk about, dress and
undress himself, rise and go to bed at the accustomed hours, If the Ser
geant happened to be in a place to which he was accustomed he walked
about as usual ; but if he were in a new place, or if obstacles were iaten-
tionally placed in his way, he would stumble gently against them, stop, and
then feeling over the objects with his hands, pass on one sile of them.
Nevertheless, pins might be run into his body, or strong electric shocks sent
through it, without causing the least ind:cation of pain, he ate and drank
with validity whitever was off:red, and took assafceida, or vianegar, or
quinine, as readily as water,

The honor of a peerage has been bestowed upon Sir G-orge Stephen,
whose title will hereafter be Lord Mount Stephen.  As a system of reward
for deeds of high emprise or great achievements, such as the building of a
Canadian Pacific Railway, is thougbt to be better than letting virtue per-
form that office for itself, there can be no cavilling at the selection of Sir
George Stephen for the honor of the first peerage that has been bestowéd
upon a colonist for distinguished services. In this case, however, there is
much cry and little wool in the statement that a Canadisn has been raised
to the poerage. Sir George Stephen, or Lord, or Baron Mouat Stephen,
was born in Scotland, and o the honor of being the first Canadian peer has
not yet been borne by any man, Yet the bestowal of this title is thought
to indicate that the Impenal Government desires to draw closer the bunds
of union with the Colonies, and it 15 urged n some quatters that the prio-
ciplo of colonial life peerages as rewards for services should be adopted.
Now while the British peerage i» an admirable institution, and commands
the respect of all, when to ancwint lineage 1s joined nohility of character,
and we can sec “ The white flower cf a siainless life” blooming amid the
ancestral halls, we cannot bat think that the attempt to introduce a titled
class in the Colonies will not be productive of any good. la this country
to a great extent mep, and women too, often raise themselves from the
laboring classes to positions of responsibility and usefulness to the country,
and while such may bs the case with men who, possessed of brsins and
energy, take a foremost position in the political, scientific or professional
life of the country, it by no means follows that their brothers and
sisters, far less their cousins and other relations, would be ornaments to the
newly-tormed aristocracy. True, it is not an unknown thing in the British
nobility, for titled l:dies who have more pluck than pouads, shillings and
pence, to enter the ranks of the bread winners and open dressmaking or
willinery establishmeants, but here it is different. Lord St. John, Baron
Halifax, or the Marquis of Montreal, might, probably would, have near
relatives 10 a small way of business, and they again would have relations in
domestic service, according to their position in life. There is nothing dis-
graceful in honest labor, but a titled asistocracy does not fit in with the
prevailing state of affsirs, and most likely never will.  This is a new coun-
try, and all that goes with a hereditary nobility is lacking. Canada should
be kept free from all the hard and fast Jines of caste distinction, such as would
igevilably follow the iatroduction of titles to any exteat. \While we believe
that

** “Tia only noble to bo rood.

Kind hearts are moro than corozets,

And sitnplo faith than Norman blood,”
we will be best fitted to d> our duty to this Civada of ours. There is little
danger at present of peerages becoming common. Oac swallow does not make
a summer, and onc Baron docs not make-a titled aristocracy. Tnis is a
democratic age, and although the weaknass of human nature usually comss
10 the fore when a title i3 profiered, we think the spint of the timss is
against the system.  Even the British House of Lords is not any too sure of
a prolonged existence, and if people who are much better acquainted with
lords then we are fiod them to be of little use, how would colonists manage
1o tolerate them? At the same time, we are glad that Sic George Stephen’s
sorvices have bsen recognised by the Imperial Government, and trust that
he muy long epjoy the dignity that has been bzstowed upon him.

Wonder Working K. D. €. K. D. C. COMPANY,
sent to any Address, New Glasgow, N, S.
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