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It may Le that Tue Review is a journal of the ¢ 1 told you
so ' family, but, if so, it belongs, at any rate, to the cheerful
branch of it. \¥hen Archbishop Cleary began drawing out
Mr. W. R. Meredith it required*no great perspicacity to fore-
toll that theleader of the Onthrio Opposition would experience
before many days a bad quarter of an hour.

+ The Stanstead result,”” remarks the Montreal Grazette,
* seems Lo have been singularly happy all around. The kqual
Rights people say they are satisfied ; the Conservauves feel
they are satisfied, and the Liberals are not growling, and so
may be get down a3 satisfied also. There has been no such
all round happiness recorded since Canada bicame Caunada.

Premier Mercier, apeaking of the result in Stanstead said :
—+] am delighted with the result of the Stanstead election.
T'he fanatics have been crushed and Staustead has shown that
tlis province is not favourable to fanaticism. What the
ultimate political result of the defeat of the Equal Rights
movement will be, I cannot sny. 1am uot prepared {to say
that it will disappear altogether, because there is no doubt
that thero are many respectable and influential people con-
nected wath it. One notable feature of the election is that
nearly 8,000 electors abstained from voting.”

The Toronto Mail in a characteristic paragraph, cuinplaing
that Mr. Colby had canvassers outside of, as well a3 withuy,
the county of Stanstead, and it quotes with disapprosal the
following telegram which was sent to Mr. Colby by the Rev,
Mr. Carsou, o Methodist clergyman, now of Kingston, and
formerly of the Douminion Square Methodist church,
Ottawa :—

KinasToy, ONT, DEC. 13 1889,
* Hox. C. C. CoLpy, STANSTRAD:

«1 read your nomunatlon spocch with uubounded sauisfaction,
Such statesmanhiko utterances aro a prophecy of good neighbourhood
amoug the people of Canada. Each sentonce 1s thotono ofa bell that
calls the nation to worship at tho aitar of patrietisin and peace.

3V, W. Cansox.”

A generous and enlightened expression of this kind tis not
at allto the Mail's taste, and it resents the Rev. Mr. Cor-
son's entrance into tho domsin of polities. ‘That, we sup
pose, is because Mr. Carson has not hesitated on more than
one occasion already to say of the Mail that in fanning mto
life every cinber of ignorant and embitiered fanaticism, it is
pursuing a course as immoral as it is traitorous and
unpatriotic. That, to the Mail writer, doubtless constitutes a
shocking misuse of the ministerial office. Rut the public

will search in vain, in the Mails' columns, for any reproof of
the clerical incendiarism and fanaticism of such men as the
Wild’s and the Wilson's, and that very numerons body of
pursons who have not thought it forcignto their mission as
Christian ministors, for now suvoral tuonths past, to apply, as
Mr. Colby reminded hishenrers iu his notnation day speech
in Stanstead, such terms as *liars and skunks’’ to our most
honoured, honourable, and honest public men, of what-
ever political party.

'The recent speech of Mr. Meredith to his constituents at
London is to be viewed, on every ground, with disappoint-
ment and regret. In it the leader of the Opposition in tho
Ontario Legislature has dropped to the level of o demagogue.
Mr. Meredith took the pains to repudiate, with somo heat,
the suggestion that he could be capable of permitting himself
to be carnied into power on a No-Popery platform, and we
will do him the justice to say that. until lus speech at Lon-
don the other night, he was generally regarded as a man of
wido hiberality, and good feeling. But wo regrot to say that
potwithstanding Mr. Meredith s professions, his speech, al-
most from first to last, was an address to bigotry and to pre-
judice. Tt stands as a declaration of political war upou the
existing rights of the Catholic winurity of the Provinee.
Mr. Meredith puts himself on record, wicyuisocally, as op-
posed to the Separate School system, and since that system
chances to be guaranteed to them under the Constitution, it
remains for him and those who thiuk with Lim, to curtail it
to the fullest extent possible. The recent amendments to
the Secparate School Act relating to tho assessment and the
disposition of taxes—the securing of wlhich has led to great
improvement in the effictency of the schools—-he would
forthwith abolish. In short, upon these, and upon such
other points in our provincial politics as the giving of religions
instruction in the schools, and the teaching of French m
those in the Eastern part of the Province, Mr. Meredith
adopts the Mail's programme ; and we think that journal is
fully entitled to the credit of claiming, as 1t does, that time
has brought it its revenges, and that Mr. Meredith's London
speech is the Mail's triumph, 1 that 1t is a distinet and
definite acceptance of every substantial plank in the Equal
Rights platforni.  Cerbuin it is that Moo Meredith's speech
gives unboauded satisfuction to e Lgual Rights party, and
the orators of that factivn are alicady anuvuicig tiat Lime
and the hour have brought fortl their man.

The result of Mr Mcredith's vy, we presutie, will Ly tu
again divile the Provineg, as it was divided at Ui election of
1886-87, upon 2 religious issue, and we may be permitted to
say that we deeply regret it and wot upon any narrow or
merely denomiuational grounds, but upon the broad ground
of the common good, and of a patciotic desire fur the coantry's
well being  These are not the methods, Mi. Mcredith mast
know, which will go to the building up of a nmted peoplo
and a united nation.  So far as the Catholics of Ontario aro
concerned they will maintain thoss rights gnaranteed to them
under the Constitution, and while wo have little fear either
that Mr. Meredith will succeed m wnitiug them off from the
statute book, or that, as the Archbishop of Toronto sud a
few days agu, the sense of justice which 1s so strong mn the
people of Ontario will permit them to be swept o the com-
wittal of auny act of injustice agawmnst the Cathiohic munonity
of the Proviuce, yet we greatly fear that the attempt will be
detrimental to the best interests of the country, and will create
a feeling of bitterness which will be by no meaus confined
to one province of the Dominion..



