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Crarrer XXXV,

Tho Spanish declaration of war was follow-
od by the march of troops ta occupy the
works of San Rogue, thusinvesting Gibraltar
by land whilst & haval forco performed tho
sama operation by sea. Instructions iwore
also sent to all the Spanish Colonial Govar-
nors to be propared for the event, end es-
pocially to Don Bermada Galvas, the Gover-
nor of Iquisinna, in order to cnable hm
without delay to wrest West Flovida from
British control. )

Thin-Proviues .hed - bean aoguired during

the war of 1754.64, and gopBemed-3o-Uroat|

Britain by the Treaty of Parisin 1763; it
was thinly settled, its western frontier svas
on the Mississippi and at a great distance in
those days from ]."ensnco]u, the seat of gov
ernment. Tho sctual military force avail-

able was very inconsiderable, so that most

of the important frontier posts were without
any garrison. In 1778 tho town of Manchac
sitnated at the junction of the Ibbdrville
and Missiesippi. with a ship mounting 16
guns, was caplured by « desporado named
Willing with only twenty-fivo men, who also
plundared other sottldmeiits on the River
Amit, and held possession of them until
the Governor of Pensacola sent a few Indian
hunters to the aid of the inhabitants, whoe
thereupon drove out tho filibusters. This
circumstance canused a reinforcement to be
sont to Pensacola in the beginning of 1779,
under the command of Brigadigr-General
John Cawpbell. £he wholeregular foreo of
the Province amounted to 1,S00men. Soon
aféer his arrival ho dotached X.t.-Col. Dick-
son with 500 men to build a_ fort at Baton
Rougo, but this work was not nearly finished
when it was invested by tho Spamish Gover
nor of LouNians with 2,000 men on the 12th

of September., On the 2lst a Lattery of

keavy guns was opened cn the works, and

after « cannonado of threo hours thoy wore
declarved to be untonable, n flag of truce was
sent out and s eapitulation cffected Ly which
the wholo British settlemonts from Natches
downwards on the Mississippi wore surren-
dered to Spain.
Noarly at tho sanie time that Galves en-
torad West Florida the Spanish Governor of
- Honduras made an unexpocted attack on
¢ tho British logwood cutters at Campeachy

settlements at St. George's liey.

General Dalling, the Governor of Jamaica,
Jbeing apprehonsive of such an attack Lad
alraady despatched n small detachraent of
Jrish Voluntears undor Capt. Dalrympla to
the sui)ﬁé'rc af the logwood cutters on the
Mosduito shore, with a supply of arms, am-
reunitiol and stores, and instructions to enl-
loct & forco sufgiciontfor théir protection. Tue
.tmnsgort's arrived on the 27th of Saptemtc:
stgidk Rivir on, the Musquito shiore, asol
waro met thers by the intelligence of the
rilack on St.George's Key. As soom as
Captain Dalrymple had enlisted some Vol-
unteers and collected about 60 Indians the
squadron again put tosea. In their passage
to Honduras they fell in with a squadron of
ships of war commanded by Cominodore Lut.
trell, consisting of the Charon, Lowsstoffe,
and Pomons, frigates, which had been de-
tacheddby Admiral Sir Peter Parker to in.
tercept some Spanish Register ships of which
he had received intelligenco. It was ascer-
tained from the Commodore that the set.
tlers at Honduras had retired to Truxillo and
the 1slands of Rattam on the Musquito shore,
that the Spamards had been already dis.
possessed of St. George's Key by His Ma
jesty's armed schooner Racehorse, and that
the Rogister ships, the objects of his cruise,
had taken sheltorn tho harbour of Umoa
and wero tco strongly protected by tho bat.
terrics on shore to bo attacked by sea.|
Captain Dalrymple at once agroed to units
forces and make a combined attack on
Omoa, but it was first necessary to proceed |
; to Truxillo where a number of logyood cut.
y ters wero collected, armed and cmbodied.

On the 16th of October the land force,
which did not exceed 500 men, landed at

b}

‘Bay and oxpslled them from their principal}’

Torto Cavallo, a hiarbor which was supposed
to bo not more than nine miles distant from
Omoa. Itias determmed to swprise the
fort, but the 9imculucs of a night march
provented the attempt, and after an invest-,
ment of a fow days it fell by a well planned
and vigorous assault, in which only two men
of the garrison were wounded. "Ivwo Registor
ships and some other prizes valued at threa
million dollars weroe captured in tho barbor.
‘Thix important acquisition was afterwards
abandened in consequonco of theinalnlityof .
the garrison to dofend it and the incapacity ;
df the Admirals commanding in tho West
Indies., Admural Byron was content with
protecting Britush commaerce, and Iet Comte
d'Estaing escape after Lis repuise at Savan.
ush, Admiral Hyde Parker, who succoeded
him, took or destroyed the greater part of o
convoy bound to Martinique in sight of Fort
Royal aud & Foench squadron under M. de
3otté Pignut 'ying nb that place, but totally
fuiled to Dbring hita to action, although the
Frenchman placed his sguadron completely
in his power by leaving his anchorage {o
save ono of his frigites—neither of those
Admirals could fight without the weuther
guage. admiral Myde Parker mmanaged to
capture the Alcemon, 30 guns; Blanche, 36
guns; Fortunari, 10 guns, and Eliy, 38 gun
frigates, part of Comto d'Estaing’s fleet.
The prizes taken irom tho French and
£ ‘nish marine amounted to £1,025,600 ster-
ling, so thatif no honor accrued the gain
covered more than the loss,—=2 sentiment of
nolofty character, but snitable enongh to the
period in which those transactions occured.
‘The operations of 1779 were of a most un-
satisfactory chapactor. and reflect no Lonor
on cither branch of the sorvico, its dffects
upon the ’ssue of tho contest were most
disasterous. Tho Tronch fleot complotely
paralysed the eiforts of the British General
on tho American continent, confining his
opcrations sololy to New York and vicinity,
but pointing out clearly the truo strategy on
which the war should have beon conducted,
viz,, apowerfulfleat on the coastwithanarmy
concentrated on tho line of communication
bstween the Eastorn and Southera Iro-
vinces, but this was & problem ULeyond the



