
The PreEibyterian fleview.

Por the ý;abbath Sohool.
International S. S. Lesson.

LussaN X-MARcu zi.-GxN. XXVIII., 10-12.

GOLDEN TcxT.-." Beliold, 1 arn with, thoe and will
koop tliee."-Gen. xxviii., 18.

JSXILANATORY-Tiis FLIGIIT FROMl HIOM.I-In aur hast
!csson wo sILw Jacob not ouuly taking etd% antage of glis
twin brother in a sharp bargain fur his bîrthiriLflit, but
also obtauning possession of it by fraud. It biad boon
pramiscd him, and ho had boughit it logally for a moere
song, taking ad%.antage of lias brotbcrsr' %ie.kness and
needs. Ile thouglîtit à was his, and ,witlsuut faitla tu
trust in God for the fulfilment of his proplîocy, and wvithî-
out love ta present tlic case fairly ta luis fatîier and his
brother, lio gained by trickory ivbiat lie mighit have lîad
lionpstly. 1le now began ta feel the curso that clunig ta
]lis blessing. II t is an awful thing for a inan ta swap)
home, friends, station, respectability, and character for
the first place in an aid man's wvill.'

Andi he dreameti, andi beliolti a laddcr set up un
the carth. A stairwvay ratiier than a ladder, connecting
earth and beaven. Il A towvoring elevation, as of luiti
piled on bill, cpnsisting of letiges of rocks, serving as
steps by %vlIih iL rniglît bc ascended, would %,uzrospund
far better with the nueaning of the word tîxan a solitary,
narraw, unsupportod latider, offering no seemly footing
for ascending and decending angels." "lIn appraacbirag
Bethe], the hilisides presented frcquently such an exact
resemblance ta, the steps ot a stair, thxat it may have
been fromn them thiat the vision of Jacob's dream was
borrawed." It lias been tluought by some tiat this vision
wvas suggested ta Jacob as lie Iay upon bis pillov uf
stones in the twvilight, and saw flue ranges of luils ribing
ane above anather, tilI the distant mounitains scemed ta
jain the sky. Ail dark beIoiv, tbey grev brightcr as
they rose into tlîe dawning rays, and the farthest peaks
gleamed in the nuorning.

THE PIrLOW or. STONS.-V. IL. Lighted upon a
certain place. Literally, II ighted on the place.",' The
definite article probably indicates that it wvas the wul
known place afterwvards mentioneti and the one wvbcre
bis grandfather Abrahuam liad built an altar (12: 8). It
wvas noar Bethe], about fifty-five miles north froni Beer-
sheba. And ho took of the stones of that place andi put
tbern, for bis pillows. The stoores of that place" are
still numerous enougbi ta accomodate an army of Jacobs.

Pillows of stone wvere but an outward expression of
Jacabs feelings at this time. Oftcn from a pillow af stonos
came the brightest visions of the soul. Frorn wveariness
arxd pain and trouble arise the stops that Iead ta beaven.
Thîis is finely expressed in the hyrnn, "lNearer, my God,
ta tluee."I

THE COVENANT vF CONSacn.&TION.-VS. 16-22.-
«Surely the Lord is in tlîis place andi 1 knew it flot.

The drift of bis exclamation wvas that the Lord luad beon
especially present ta him wvhere ho little thouglit of
meeting him. God is often noar us when we do not
expect him.

"This is none other but tie hanse ofGod." Irn what-
ever place the soul cf man feels the presence and power
of God, there is the bouse of God.

LaSSONS PItOu JACOIVS VISIQN.-" Unconscious pro.
vidences," unsecn guidance. IlGod's hand in lîistory."1

Sin spoils a home. A single act of doception or of
mieanness wvilI somctimes put an end to ail the Ioyo and
joy and pehce of a Iîousehold.

IThis 'vhole incident mnakes a special appcal ta tlioso
wvho are starting in llfe.?' Make a ncev start iii lifo.

limperfect lives are of two kinds; (r) lilio Esau's,
rnoving in the wroing direction, but %%ith cdjiu4 and in.
cidents uf goutl, (2) like Jacub's, tcnding In theu riglit
dirc.tion, but %vitl' eddics of orror.

Visions of good, Iofty icleals of wvhat wvc may becomie,
promiseç and hopes, are inspirations iUîd iAut&'eCb tu i
botter lifc. GJbgons c~u orpnaîu

Christian Endeavour.
MISSIONARY PRAIER MlEEsTING. To>ic, MARWI I.-

Systcntic Buncficcnce; WIW and How Much, àMal. iii.
7-12. Lt is as ncedful that tic Chiriigian should givo
systemnatically, if lie w:vuld give in accordance wvftlh
scriptural tcadî-ling, as that lie bhould give Ibortilly aînd
wvith chucerfulness. Lt is strange that Manly people tire
so scrupulously exact in business wvitIî mon, should bo
so careless asnd unqystematiV? in the business of the
Lord. The Iluly Spirit speaking by Paul, iays, IlLut
ail things hoe done dcontly and in order," (i. Cor. xiv.
4o.) and sureîy this injunction applies as mucli ta our
giving a; to anlything else. There are sorte Clîristians
ý%vho have opcned an account wvitl God, and in it rogu.
Iarly laid aside a definite proportion of their inconlo for
the wvork of Christ. A certair young wvoman in service
in Toronto determined thus ta set apart and conso.
crate ta God a portion of lier ivages evcry mionth, No
soonor hiad sile carried this dotermination inta effect
than ber mistress raised ber wvages, uuiaskod, oxactly
the amount of her offering. Tlîus genrrusly docs God
repay lus clîildren. The question, IIHow mucu shail 1
gie? " cannot be(I answvered' by any fixcd rulo, In Old
Testament times God asked a tentlî froin bis peopule, but
to-day He beaves it ta* themselves ta givo as hoe lias
prosperod them. If you carry that proportion out
to its logical conclusion it wvill mean cverything, andi
1 neyer yet met a Christian wvho had done so, %who livod
ta regret bis action. Lay the matter before God, sottie
it bonestly betwecui him and yourself ; but wvbatc'vcr
you give, do as did the Macedonians, first give your
own selves also, 2. Cor. viii. 5. Referonce passages:
Exodus xxiii. 15; xxv, 2; Lev. xix, 5; 1. Clbran. xxix,
zi ; Prov. iii, f.; Xi. 24; xiii, 7; Isa. xxxii, 8; Luke,
vi, 38; Acts. xx, 35 ; ROM. xii, 8; 2. Cor. ix, Ilob.
xiii, z6.

BRIEFLY PUT :-The object of labour is ta bc able
trI give, Eplu. iv, 29; God wvill talce the will for the
dood, but nover the decd for tht wvil, 2. Cor. dcii. ii.
As stewards of God's botinty are we faithîful? z. Cor.
iv. 2. if G.od proportioaîed aur incoîncs ta aur gifts
wvould tbey growv or decroase ? i Cor. xvi, 2.

The Christian Ende 'rour Society in M1r. Ishiii's
orphanage at Okayama bias sent a contribution ta tk'o
Hampton Institute in Virginia.
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