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DR. GOODWIN ON THE SECOND ADVENT.

Two articles on the above suhjeec have recently ap-
peared in the Chicago Adriwce, from the pen of Rev.
E. P. Goodwin, D. D,
tidnal Church of that city.  Coming from such a souree
they would naturally be read with iutcerest.  In the
case of many, interest will have shaded off iuto disap-

peintment in view of the line of thought and mode of |

argument pursued. 1 frankly confess to ths,

‘There is a luck of candor about the articles in ques-
tion which 1 did nut eapeet.  The views held by Dr,
tioodwin on the second coming of Christ are chose
known as prc-millennial. Al familiar with the con-
troversies which have been had o this point in past
years and ages. will read between the lines and readily
trace the presence and influence of the theory which
the Dr. is well known to hold. It is the question whe-
ther Christ will come prioy to ur after the millennium,
which is the main issue in this discussion.  Instead of |
fairly raising it, and squarcly meeting it, the Dr. con-
veys the impression that the pivot of the controversy
is whether Clrist will or will not come the second time
in a personal and visible manner. He is very well.
aware that the great bulk of the Christian world hold.
1o a personal and visible coming, that it is to them “a
hlessed hope,” and a **glorious appearing.™  Why then
argue as if this were doubted or denied ! The “literal
personal retuwrn’ of the Lord Jesus has been the com-
mon belief of the church in all its seetions, from the
days of the apostles down to our own time.

Fairness as well as candor is deficient in the articles
under consideration.  The ordinary veader, not famil-
iar with theological controversy, will infer that theteis
a considerable number of Christian people who do not
helieve in Chuist’s persounl second coming.  Nota few
will suppose this to be the case with all those who dif-
fer from Dr. Goodwin on this subject. Such are
charged with going to the Bible under the iniluence of
**preconceived opinions,” - put on a par with the un-
believing Jew who rejects Christ’s first coming. and
charged with making ‘utter nonsense™ of the Serip-
tures.

How is it that, while the Dr. combats at length the,
views of those who think the passages of scripture

. o ! .
which refer to the second advent, are exhausted in,are told that “it may vecur at any day or hour,

their meaning by his coming for believers at death, ur;
by the descent of the Holy Spirit. he dves wot make,
the remotest allusion to thuse who, believing as firmly 1
as himself that Christ will personally come again, main-,
tain that this event will not occur untii the hmvdom
of Grace has run its course, and the Kingdom of Glory
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takes its place /' He is apparently presenting the views
that prevail in the church on the subject of Christ's
second coming, yet this, the most widely prevalent of
them all, is completely ignored.  The fact is that wost
of the first article is tuhen up with fighting a mam of
straw,  while, here and there, a shot is furtively anmed
at the non-believer in pre-millenuialism, whe s really
in the mind and ey e of the writer.

In the second article the enquiry is raised.
this return to occur
square issue in regard to the tao theories, pro millensal
But ne, the article is occupied,
who lin precse

“when s
Sarely, now, we shall e a
and post-millennial,
first. by exposing the folly of those
dates. a task very casily performed .
effort to prove that the Bible is apt to junble up events
in prophctic aumouncements, a favorite libel on the
and finadly. by 2

secomdly, by an

scriptures sunong pre-millennarians
Iabored argument to show that the sceond advent s
imminent.’ S pe
culiar theory cunes out more distinetls.
where, after quoting scveral teats b says . —The one
thought foremost in thaw oIl is, that it is the Lond's
coming upot Which the exaltation of belicvers and the

It the course of this aticle, the Di.
unpaeindly

' filling of the carth with righteousiess and prace de-
" pends.”

That mass of christian imduisters aad Jiristian
people, upon whon Dr. Goodw in has opened his wiash-
ed b:lttcl’} of two geat guns, do 1ot accet this inter-
pretation, but believe that the triummph of the church
in the prevalence of righteousness and peace through-
out the earth will be accomplished by the preaching of
the gospel, through the poyer of the Holy Spit, and
will precede the personal coming of the Lord Jesus.

I, this connection the passage of Seripture is quoted
which declares that “‘the gospel of the kingdom shall
be preached in all the world for a witness unto all na-

tions, and then shall the end come.”™  The use made

“of this proof-teat by the pre-millennarians is well-

known to all who arve fawmiliar with the controversy.
The gospel is to be preached everywhere asa wirness
ayainst unbelicvers, and when there has been this
world-wide proclamation of it, the present dispensation
will be wound up, and the “Lord’s coming™ do the
work the gospel has failed to do. Dr. Goedwin comveys
the same idea when he tells us that “*the object of this
witnessing of the gospel is the gathering out of all the
nations God’s elect.” &e.

Under the sub-head **“THE RerTtay IMMINENT,” we
“ that
t herefore the church should be in an attitude of con-
stant expectancy,” that this was the state of mmd in
which the early believers lived and died, that the Holy
Spirit set everywhere the seal of his endursement upon
it as the attitude which especially honored the Lord,
bore fruit of highest christian experiences of conseera-



