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SECREF SOCIECES 1IN POLITICS,

Thelr Antngonism to the Spiclt oCPopular
Gusernment,

(Washanaton ool l o an Octodr Contury )

All free povermment 1s based upon
free discussion,  The motive power s
public apimon, and public opumon s
formed by public debate, by an open
canvisg of all wnsures proposed amd
candulntes nomnated.  No other me-
thod 13 safe. The whole commumty
ought to be thorourhly informed re-
gpectine all questious of public palicy.,
The roveraguty rewades i the whole
people s the attenspt of a portion of
the people to impose thae will upon
the rest without consulting them is
simple usurpantion.  The mujority may
rule, but not unul the mnority hav
had a furr chunee, 1w open debate, to
traverse the arguents of the mujonty
aud to atter s protest,  ‘The attempt
to coutrol government through seeret
organisations 18 a flut repudiation of
the fundamental primeiple of o free
republic.

AERAD OF 1RUTH,

Sueh a secret orgamzation confusses
by 1ts very existence ita luck of faith in
truth. [t purposeanre evidently such
us wonld not prosper in w fair debato.
This will be found true, 1 beheve, of
all secret pohitical socicties,  Tuke the
case of the one which is now very
much in evidenoe—the unti Catholic
soctety known us the “ AP.A Its
onth binds its members to two practi
cul measures ; to disfranchise, so far
as oflice holding is concerned, all
Rutan Catholics, and «¢ wrevent, sv
far us pozaibl, all Roman ¢athohies
from getting an honest hving by ther
labor. It s evednt that these mea
sures would not bear Jlscussion,  Any
orgamzation which came before the
pubhie to advocate Jhem would be over
whelmed with popular mdignation.
But by covering all the operations of
the suciety with the vel of seerecy,
and prevaricating about these oaths,
multitudes of en are mduced to sup
port this scheme.  What men would
be ashamed to dvan the daylight, they
cun be persunded to 1o i the darkness.
In politica 1t is ulways those whose
deeds arc «w1l who prefee darkness to
hght. The conclusion is 1eresistible
thut any poliucal orgamzation whose
methods are secret 18 cherishine
nefurious purposes.

Those who adupt the method of
secrecy thercby confess their belief
that the people outside their pule ean
not be trusted with the truth. Such
a belief will lead toa frugal dispensa-
tion of the truth within the pale. No
farr discusrion will be allowed in the
secret conclave ; a species of terrorisw
will enforce unannmty and stifle dis-
sent. Under such a regunen the most
grotezque fulsehcods can be propugated.
Secret pohuical societics are always
marvelous dissemmators of delusion.
Statements which would be blown to
the winds if they were made m publie
can be kept in active circulation for
months through the sgency of such
socicties. A8 vehicles for the distn
bution of cowardly slander and defama
tivn nothing could be more effective,

TUEIR MUK DEFENSE.

Tho pont of view of those persons
who adopt these methods may be best
gained by covsidering the rephes swhich
they mwake to enticisms hke the above.
It 18 certuinly worth wihile to give
careful hieed to these replies. They
throw light upon the problem before
us  They show what kind of element.
ary instruction in political ethies 1s
needed, just now, by a mnllion or more
of American voters. Let me state
some of theso defensive arguments as
they have come to me, with such an-
swers us they scem o rcquire.

Oue quertst wishes to know whether,
in a game of chicys, I am 1o the habig
of mforming the man on the other
gide of the bourd of the move that I
intend to make \uother suggests
that such societies ax I have deseribed
are no more sccret than an army ; tha

armies operato secretly, that thoy have
countersigny, and the like. ‘Choso
comparison~ probally mdicate the con-
coptions winelh underlio most secret
political arganizations,  The notion is
that m eival society wo aro all secking
to beat une another m a stupendous
g, or that wo are natural enenios,
arrayed aganst onv another and try-
my to exterminate one another, It is
true thut there is much in current
politiea which is based upon one or
the other of these notions,  But it is,
perbiaps, worth wlile to try to com-
prehiend that ting is not the real found-
ation of civil goctety, Not to discuss
the analvgy of the game, lot us con.
sider the other ginihtude, 1t 18 true
that an army cngaged in war, does
regurt to concenhuent and stratagom ;
but what 18 the businces of an army ?
Ita business s killing people.  There-
fore, when war 18 proclaimed, many
of the ordinary social and moral laws
aro sot aside,  Inter arme silent leges

Truth, the fair bond of socicty, is
banished ; falschood, deception, trick-
ery are weapons f{reely used. The
stato of war 13 not the normml state of
human society ; the normml relations
of human beings are discarded and
reversed when people go to war. It
is this abnormal and unsocial stato of
war to which appeal is made for the
Justification of seeret societios in poli

ucs. It must be admitted that they
do conferm cxactly to that analogy,
and thig fact seals their condemnation.

THE BASIN OV SOCIETY.

What is the rea basisof civil society ?
L will not suggest o very lufty idea of
thes® relations ; but to put the matter
on the lowest Jossible basis, we may
suy that the people of uny town or city
arc business partners. Thereis a great
compuny or corporation, and we are
all members of it. A vast amount of
property is owned in common —the
strects, the parks, the markets, the
city buldings the school-houses, the
water works, and a great deal more.
W\ e are partuers, also, in the business
of keoping the peace, in the businsss
of making the vrdinances by which the
eity 18 governed m thoe business of
choosing the officers, in the business
of keepnnyg the water and tho aiwe free
from infection, and of making the city
where wo live a healthy and pleasant
place of residence- The same kind of
partnerslup exists with regard to the
interests ot the State and the nation.
All these great interests are ours in
commoun. It 13 only by co operating
with one unother intelhigently and har-
moniously that we can secure them.

What, now, would be the conce
quence if, 1n any great partnership con.
cern, part of the membera sliould steal-
thily combine, holding secret meetings,
and plotting against others ; trying to
deprive some or all of their en-partners
of their fair share of the gains or ad-
vantages ; secretly scheming toprevent
others from holding any ofticial pos-
ition or having anything to do with
the management 2 Would it be good
policy, in a business partnership, to
encournge that kind of secret plotting
of mewmbers agamust one another?
Whuld not a company afilicted with
such intestine warfare speedily go to
pieces ?

THE LOWEST CONCEPTION,

The lowest conception that any man
can form of eivil society is that which
vwu are considering ; and such secret
leagues as now exist igpthis country,
by which citizens of ono way of think-
ing are conspiniug to take away the
advantages of citszenship from citizens
of anothier way of thinking, and to de-
prive them, so far as they can, not
only of their civil rights, but also of
the means of existence, are destructive
of tho very foundations of society ; they
arc not only anti-social, they are in-
buman ; they are atlempts to lead
society back toward barbarism and
anarchy.
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M. DWAN & Co.,

BEST QUALITIES OF ANTHRACITE AND BITUMINOUS

COAL AND WOOD.

OFFI!ICE AND YARD:
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ALCOHOLISM IS A DISEASE

At 1 GOLD CURE INSTITUTE,
2563 Wellesley Street.

For full particulars apply to
WM, HAY, Manager.
CORRESPONDENCE STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL.

P. BURNS & CO.

1856, ONLY IMPORTERS OF 1893.

Celebrated Scranton Coal and Best Steam Co,
IN TEHRSE MAREKHRET.
HEAD OFFICE—38 King strest tast,
BRAXCHES—E468 Oueen stroet West, and 399 Yonge street.



