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iIEIENTEI) AT LAST.

"Forwatd lia **" Tito minets ithoul
doed tbc'ir pick axes sud niarchcd on
hurriedty lu anwr te tiacir Captaiu'.
comamand: teud rnny su aId digger
ehook bis bond ast ho laoked at the
tbreatening cieudui anti prophesied a
carng sterrn.

At noon the eky hald bau cloate and
notbiug sotued te sprak cf a vitd
night nrouind the mines lu New South
WVa1 o

But au the suin vas darkened and
tho wiun.s swept along tho nîounlains.
Haur by heur Captaiu Burke watched
tho meuaciug clouds, thon tlaisiking hie
minera enfer, sbeitered ley their meau
bouse, sternly gave the' conaaand, "For
ward tio t"

As the gold diggrirs clambored alang
tho vay, the storni iucreased sud great
flashNet oftightaîing reut the darkened
sky and t.broi, f"ir anc moment, a gIs
nieur cf light around the ('aptolu and
bis little baud. AIl kept ta the Wall.
known truck, saveone, who, talithfuliy
totlowed by bis dog. fond talies bis
civil horneward pat!e. Ho valked wvith
his head bout dovnvarcl sud accru.
ed ta cEira littIe for tie rnging torm.
Now sud thon a gleam of llght, vouhd
fall upon the dark sud bardeued face,
sbowing ttiare ne aigui of human vir-
tues It was a vild face, partly bld.
den by grizly black hnir, vbich vas
worn nt un tucomnian leugtla, descend
ing low on the brow sud giviug hlmr a
zullen end sîmoat stupid exprestion;
lais oyes voe cold and black : c.ud ha
continualty cast thean about hlmn witb
a restiéea suspicion - bis back wra
slightly bent vith âge, sud an accident
ln bis yeutb bsd deformpd bis loft
shoulder, glving lmn a anoat awkward
appearace. And nov, as ha crept
t.hrougb the uîgbt, he aeemed more like
s dark shadew thon a buman forin.

Althougli tbrea years had psssed
sia'co Bsn Darley bau! arrivad at Goul.
buru, a village bu tho centre of the
aùining regien, ne eue knew anything
of lmo, except bis usme, which the
minera bau! latety cbsugtd ta Miser
BIen, for the two-fold reason that his
loved sud boarded gold, and treasuréd
jcaieualy in bis mind deep and secr.
thougha.s; sud noir as hae paused bu
the ceaso*ess storm ha eearned ta livo
bn bis owu sud mousings. Au angry
peal cf thuucer burat oier bie beand,
and at thc aame instant the dog crept
ta bill master'. feot with a loir, inipa.
tient growi. Old Darley k naît dewu on
the damp patio sud paticu! hie faithful
friand ; then after a fer muttered car.
cases aid-' Se, aId Pompey, yen
thiuk IL le time te go out of the etarrn.
Coule, then, and aid Miser Ben vil!
share wbtb yen the ]ast crueL upon his
shaîf." Ro tlacu arome sud quiekeucu!
bis pace, aud betore naany moments
,rtaod within bis littIe but. It was a
zueau divelling, cont.sining only tvo
roous, which wara poorly furnisbed
but kept scrupuloubly dlean by old Ban
Darley. Tha rout iii vbicb ha stood
containcod euly oua chair sud a tinie
warn tabla, whicb vis supportod at
oe end by Uic boughls of a troc. lu
oue corner of the room was an oId
fashiaucu firo*place built cf bricks sud
dark colored dlay Opposite this, sud
at the fartber end, s abolf was con-
etruc'ted lu the watt lu iLs deepent
zbadowa atood a crucifix almost hiddeu
by duat and cobwobs, fer thbe aId min-
er bad cf Isto uegleoted the niche
wbore atacu! the ambtemof bis solvation.
And now as ho lighted bis candie aud
kindled thec log upon tho hcsrth net oue
thougbt was given ta Il m who sacri.
ficed Hits life for the aine cf mmu Atter
Bon bau! aharcd bis supper witb bis dog
bis bead sank hüûavily au thc tabla
Aud ha foul juta a troubledl sloep, vbblo
the rnidnight heur dragged woarily an.
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The morniug broke witb a clear sud
bright oky , the ait vas cool sud re

frosbing aliter the laenvy sheora cf
tho ziglit. Tito rsin-drops, wlîich were
sotlt restlug un the foliagé, glistenedl
brightly lu the rnorniug iun. At day.
breakL the ýustrlan wouaca hsd ga.
tlaerrd nt the edgc of tho mine to
aearch fer the' tiy particica et geld
doant naiiglat bavi l'mn waahed to the
surface liy the rain. Iloth woo and
cbildron entried in tlatir bande sasit
b>aketa, and ne they tmevod stround,
wlLb their brlght colored .hawls
thrown lcosely ovor their abeulders,
thay 'made a pretty pîcture. Near
theni atood a talt Young x'isn with a
frauk and pleosast corantenauce. lie
gazs'd on thpir work witb lutareat ;
and several tintes an auaused esolide
passed over hits tentures au parti cf
thirl coaafused conversation rolacbed
bis Pars. Prosentiy a horao vau heard
gallopiaag top the patio, and Captaîn
Burke was se"n lu viov. The wameu

toppad thoir work t- lock aitar "Good
Captai» HQaI. As ho neared tho
stranger lie disniounto.d, ssying, "(bcod
Inlerning, any yoling foriand ; 1 sea you
are intereatt-d ln the orowd betoro yen;
1 suppose, it in one noir ta yon 1"

"Yeiu," sud Hloward Dano taeked
agailu t.owarde the bîasy wivos.

"lYes, it ils a sceno atranga ta
me, but ane I hope te eujoy oignon.
Do yeu kuow, Captais Burke' this
rude group bats lrpressedi onc deaply.
Wh'ite standing bore, I bavae Icrut a
lesson that sione nutur could tesila.

The Captain looked iutently ou tho
radiant face cf the speaker , than said .
"Ilt msy be ttaat this miorning yen will
become my instructor." Thon witb a
jovial air hie cautiaiied- "And iL would
not Larmr an aid man like nue ta know
wbat golden thon ghts bave etatred thy
ycung head." The youth lu antower
amited au4l laid:

IlAs I looked nt yaur bnisy, workors,
gatherin2 the sanda of gold frow tha
biack soit lent-ath, I thought. tuat he
pickiug xny ateps tbrough the dsrk
psai of lite I might lu a like manuer
gather tho golden sanda of virtue,
wvhich at the end of uîy jeu rney wvould
malta my e'ernal crewu."

Fer a montent Oaptain Ha! was
ailant sud perptexed. "lTwenty long
yesrs I hava lived among thosa mines,
sud ne snob thougbt bas entered my
aId hcad ; but camte, now, 1 muet ha off
ta Geuthuru , we will expect yen te
foltow thie aveuiugr."

WVith thran wards the abrupt Cap
tain hurri&'d tavy. Hioward folowed
bien with a stesdy gaze. lie was
greatly indebtcd ta thia stuirdy in,
for thrangb bis influence ha vas now
employod lu a large business liee lu
Sidney.

Ere How 'rd Dine tarned ta go, ho
looked once sioro nt the acone before
hlm.

The women bcid now quit.ed i
wark sud wore srniling sud noddi -o
a fair youug girl, who staod lu their
midet.

Editb Fenton had always been a
favorite arnong tht. diggerst aud their
wivtsi, wbito the chitdren aiu,',st idol.
ized thî.ir Ilfair haired quacen."

Calontai Fenton had sattlod lu Ans.
tralis st Uic time of the great rh.

Liko many others, ha loft his native
country and tried bis succes amoug
thc gald diggb»g. After many yeara
of hardabips, lie rcalized a large fortune
snd then ri-tircd ta Sydney, whero ha
nov livüd *quictty, caring little for
uuytbiug sa.e bis danghter Editb, mnd
au occasions! 'riait ta the mines.

At a distance tram the group aud
near Howard Dane staod the bout
farrnt of Ban Darley.

0f al[ tho minera no anc lovod Editb
Fenten botter than the old miser but
white the otber. crowded nour, ho
avoidcd ber soft, scarchiup gaze. As
loi- stood loakiug st ber a ligbt sc-emed
to break aver bis hardoead fuatures;
but turniug ho caught sight cf Hioward
sud gszed until a vacant stoire over-
ilpread bis face , thon with a heavy
gronn sud despairing cry, ha calted
aloud, "O 0 ed 1 any promise, My pro.

misa t", In a moment the youth ws
et his aide. Au aid Bon turned tawarda
lmn a ghastly paler crept over bis face
and for a moment ho etrtaggiod violent-
ty ; but the next instant hobcaene
perfeotly cale,Id axcept for lti
ashen brow and trenbti g lips, one
would think thît netbiag tond hiap.
panod.

fIa gazod stoadlly at hlm . thon said,
You look like a mtanger, yet--you

are haro ta accuse me ;" thon wlth
sonie of bis former otion ho coas
tlud, IlGod knows, My beavy con
science in enou&b, but your face, your
very lookc alinoat drives me mad."1

Tho yauth advanced and laid bis
baud tenderly upon the nid mante
shoulder. I amn a stamger," he said,
fisud resdy to be your frlcnd."

IlNo!1 1 eau bave ne friendu," re.
pliod the otd anan in pitifel touea ;
thoan with a hslf feightened look ho
cnntinued, Ilbut you know ber-you
kuow Alice."

Howard sotarted ; thon remellnboring
tliat thore might bo others of that
name becldea bis littlo sister, said -

YeoIknow Alice, poor blind Alice,

Btyour name," intorruptod the
the miser.

Il flinû1 1 amn Howvard IDare."
Old Ben clutchcd bis atm faercaly,

white ha crouched aimoat tîrnidly nt
bis .!omt. At tbat moment a band, et
minera came top, And the aid inan, re
covorlug himself, muttered a few words
and crept sway.

CaaAI'rEtt MI.
Two yeura bave passed ince Howard

Doune tiret came to Austrolis. Wben
only a fow monthes at Sydney bie had
already won the respect of ait. The
minera kneçr that nover a braver lad
had corne among them ; he was always
williug aond able ta belpi them, sud by
many aots cf kindness lesaaned the
hardshipsasmeng the mines. No oe
admircd the youth more than Colonel
Fenton ; tagether they apent moat cff
their eveninga at cbess; thoir gaine
bcbng finkhed, tbey vould chat gaily
ta each other, whiloagain tho old mani
related many cf the trials and oppres.

iens cf bis yeuaiger daya. Edith
wonld ait quietly by list.ening ta thein
with intereat, but rarely joiuing in
théir conversations. Shotoo, admired
Howard ; bis proud, noble face had a
choal for ber. Little by littie, ahe had
hbord froin hlm the etory cf bie lite.
Althengh bis father hsd beau dead for
many jeara, hie littie siater Alice liad
been tendoziy lovcd snd cared, for by
bis nioth cm, but nt laut came tha blow ;
their mother was takrait froin thora and
thoy wore left to the mercy of thoir
attela B-unet Dane, a bard.bearted
celfimh imn. He etood at thair motUia
death bcd and promiied ta befriend bis
brothe's eblidren. It vas woaclertul
ta se ho-r tho blind and innocent cbild
ctung to ber uncle, white ahe recoived
ffom hlm little but cruclty. HIe wa8
alwaya surrotuded by bis own friends
and haeded littie the needa cf the
orphans. Atter a ycar pausod ho tired
cf bis riuty and forget bis promise. He
made long tours throuçb tho continent.
but rarely visited Florence, where tho
chîldron remaitiod. Une day ho loft
tbom. aaying that bis stay would be
longer than ual. Hec neyer returned,
snd thua broke that solemu promise by
which ho vasin duty bound ta protoct
the orphans; and nov that he migbt
botter catiafy bis aelfish nature left
tbern ta desolation.

Howard st.roggled on weariîy for a
fevr yearn; thon loaving bis sistor at a
Cjonvont% ha started fer Australia. Ha
wrate her long and interesting lattera,
and elle auswerd lu a smali timid
baud. Oue cf these lettera Howard
carried witb hlm ta bill aId friand.
Colonel Fenton. and read it ta hlm and
bis dmugbter. When ho came te the
worda "1 saol watt for Unclo Bonnet,
aud althougb I amn blinide I thiuk 1
wili see bim firat," ho wap -Nvércomo
and his eyos filled witt . .are, but
mastering bis grief ho said, "lA lthough

@ho Io si..vontoon elbe la as innocent au a
cbild. I thank (Jed abc lit blind and
cannet find tho patb to drn.'

Frain that timo Edith beeame Inter-
ettd Ini little Alice, and if waa san
âgreed tdoat elle woîîld leave Florence
and mairo lier borne at Sydney. WVhon
apring came Alice wax tho firet flower
Rreoed among thui. (Une day, about
a anionth citer the child arrlved, abo
wua seated in Colonel Fonton's gardent
6inging a siveot littlo song. Bbc wast
Interrupted by tlic sound of a footstop
on the grave! path. A momnent later,
a feverish baud %,va. laid ltipon lier head
and ail cager voico quemtioued "Arc
yen Alice, littlo Alico."

F or a moment a Bweat dreamy ligbit
cu.:o Ir.to the cbild's oyoa i thon abc
said .'I res, I arn blind Alice and-
and ara you jUncto Bonnet 1"

Tite old man crorîched awsy, and lai
a momnent wae gene. At the sarne
inatant 8ornctbing feil on the patb, and
the cbild btooping down, claaped it iu
ber little bande.

It an old.faahioned pursa or long; nt
ana end wua a pectuliar bras plata on
which was ongraved the narne-Ben.
net Dane. After tho cbild upeized it,
she walked but riedly towards the
bouse and carried it ta ber confident
and friend, Edita Fentou.

WVhers Iloward camne that cvcning,
the child Crir»d glefuily, IlI have seen
bini. I have sen hitm." Deoe long
lie knew ail, and now randeratood what
bad puzzled Ilio for years. The naxt
morning the Colonel sud Hloward took
thair wav te the miser'. but.

They found him bowed before the
Crucifix, that stofod on the dusky shelf.
Griof was seen in bis aged face and
trernbling form, and bis wbole attitude
proved that tho sinner IlRepented et
Last."

A month later the misier's life lied
drawn te a close. Bennet Donc-
aias Darloy-died with the name cf
Jesus on bis lips.

As tirre pasaed Edith and Howard
irsw Alice growv sad and pensive; in
auturnn thoir sprlng flower droppod its
head and was buried under the winter

One lovely spring morning a quiet
weddin- t.ook place in a littie chape]
in Sydney, and Edith and Howard
woe unite-d in the bonds; cf holy
matrimony When su mier came, sud
the ground was crovered wlth fiowierit,
tboy went Logetber and laid floral
wreatbs upon two green moundu in the
quiet churcb.yurd.

-Haro, aide by sida, la tho asiade cf
tbe aid atone churcb, silapt sweot blind
Alice aud the repentant unclo.
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