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PREFERENTIAL TRADE.
LEVER before in ‘the -history -of the British Empire
has the attention of its-people ‘been-so unanimously
fa8 directed to the matter-ofcloser relations of-all kinds.
‘The preference given by-Canada -to the mauufactures of
the mother country, -and the products -of several of -the

volopies, has-opened the -eyes-of the empire to-the-fact that.

we are not'a dnjomted lot-of fragments without_any. cohesion,
and that it is quite -possible to cultivate an inter-imperial
svstem of trade which will not-only be of individual benefit,
but serveto draw the empire closertogether.

Following-close on the:heels-of-this came Imperial Penny
I'astage, by which the various parts of the-empire are enabled

to cummunicate -with- each- other as freely and-cheaply -as.

tnough it was all one solid continent instead of being scattered
+1 aver the habitable globe.
To crown all this, on the breaking out of hostilities,

=tween the mother country and “the Transvaal Republic and-

trange Free States, all_of the self-governing colonies have

1-ed uoops—andtsém—'thcm to South ‘Africa to-assist-in prose-
- . ng the-war,

Not only- has.this 5 uon on:the.part 0 of the colomcs opcncd

_endorsation-of this great-and-influential-body.

present.

H

the eyes of “the world-tothe fact that they are now-a source of
strength instead of weakness to the empire, but.it-has evoked a
feeling in the-hearts of the people of the mother country-which
must-undoubtedly make for-closer relations of every kind,  ‘The
fecling of -the British people-was.well-voiced in-a speech_by_the

~__ Duke of Devonshire when hesaid: “This war has broughtabout

a closer union with the colonies, and has revealed to us a source
of- -strength- and power for this- empire which was scarcely
known to ourselves, and-certainly was not_known-by the-world
at-large.”

It seems almost-certain-that, whatever the-future may-have
in store for the British Empire, the relations between the
mother country and her-colonies-can scarcely be-the same as
they have been heretofore, but must be of a-much closer and
more intimate character. What-they may grow to-be we need
not-discuss here, because-no-cut-and-dried programme-can be
adopted in the matter; on-the contrary it is probable that
closer union will come about gradually by evolution and force
o’ circumstances.

One-of “the-principal factars, in our opinion, to effect this
consolidation_of interests, will be preferential trade relations
throughout the empire, and the leading statesmen of the
various self-governing colonies should lose notime in opening
a campaign in order to secure its adoption. 'The-value of
such a prefcrence to the colonies in the -markets of Great
Britain is so self evident as to require no argument, The
difficulty will -arise,-as heretofore, on thepart of ‘the-mother
country, whose people have been wedded to free trade theories
so long that they -will have to be-cducated up to-the beneiits
which would accrue-tothemselves, as well_as-tothe empire:-at
large, by the practical-adoption of- preferential trade relations.

Our readers are probably aware that another mecting of
all-thé-Chamnibers of-Commerce throughout the British-Empire
has-been-called at London, for June.next. Present:conditions
are such that this will without-doubt be-the-most important
meeting of -the-kind-that has-ever-taken placc-in any country,
and much- good-is- expected-to result: from-it. As might be
expected, one -of the questions which is sure-to be-brought
prominently before the meeting, will be that of preferential
trade-throughout the-empire. Not-only will it be thoroughly
ventilatated;-but its supporters will endeavor to secure the
If -this-can be
done, it will soon be-found in-the-arena-of -practical-politics,
where it will be-keptuntil- public sentiment can be cducated
up to the-point-where:it-must.be put into operation.

Although resolutions of-this kind have been-brought before
the-meetings of:the—Empire Chambers-of Commerce-on-two or
three previous-occasions they. have always failed to carry, owing
to.the-want of harmony amongst the colonial-representatives
DI ‘In order to overcome this obstacle, a special com
mittee of the Toronto ‘Board of Trade was-appointed-to draft
a resolution ypon this matter-of preferential trade, and bring
it before a general meeting-of -the ‘board-for consideration.
This was accordingly done, and the following resolution-drafted
by the committee unanimously passed the council of the

board, and Jater, a general meeting-of the members, called- for
the_special purpose of considering it. ‘The-resolution reads as
follows:



