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PREFERENTIAL TRADE.

e-'E EVER before in -the -history aif -the British -Empire
bas the attention ai its-people -been-so unanimou-dy

l-directed ta the imatter ai doser-relat ions ai aIl kinds.
1i'e preference given- by -Canada -ta the mautiractures ai

the niother country, -and the products aif several of -the
4o0ooies, bas-opened the -eyes- ai the empi -re ta th-e fact that
u art: fot a disjointed-lot oi fragments without-any cohiesion,

and tlîat it is quite -possible ta cultivate an inter.imperial
,- temi ai trade wlîich will not-only be ai inditidual benelit,
bi servu-ta draw -the- empire-dloser together.

l'ollowing close on-the-heels ai this came Imperial Ienny
l'"-st.ge,-by-wlîich tîte various parts ai the- empire are cnabked
t,, ctinîmiunicate -with- each- ather as freely and-cheaply -as-

:nu hl [t was aIl anc salid continent instead ai being-scattered
.il over the tîabitable globe.

TIo crawn ail this,-on the breaking out ai hosti lities,
'-weeti tîte-motiter country and -the Transvaal Republ -i - and-
brange -Free States, all ai the sclf.gaverning colonies have
1-a vd troops-and-sent theni ta South Africa ta assist--in prose-

'î.j the war.
\ ot- only blas -this action on -the-part of the colonies opened

the cycs of -the world-ta thie-fact-thant they are -now-a source of
stretigtb instead of-weakniess to the empilire, bt t -las evoked a
feeling iithc hecarts of the people of-the tîother counîtry wlîich
nitust undoubtedly malte for dloser relations of eery kind, 'l'ie
feeling 0f-the Blritish p)eople-was-well vokced iii a spe!ech bIy-tlbe
D)uke ai )evonsliire wbenbe saidl: -This wir lias brotuglt about
a dloser union with the colonies,n aibas revealed ta uis a source
of -strength- and pznwcr for -tiis- empire wlîich was scarcely
known ta ourselves, and-certainly was -ilot-kiiowni by the-world
at-large."

It secms almost-certain-that, whatevcr the-future rnay have
in store for the British -Empire, the relations between the
mother country and lber -colonies- cati scarcely be-the saine as
thcy-have been-heretofore, buit miust bie of a-niucli doser and
more intîniate character. WVbat-they niay-grow ta be-we need
flot-discuss-bere, because-sia eut-aiddricd programmne-can bhe
adopted in the matter; on- the contrary it is -probable that
dloser union will corne about gradually by-evolution and force
of circumstancel.

One-o a- the- principal factors, [n-aur opinlion, ta effect titis
consolidation-of interests, will be preferential trade relations
throughout the empire, and the lcading statesmien of the
various-self-governing colonies-should lose no-timie in opening
a canîpaign in oider ta secure its adoption. 'l'he--value of
such a preicrence ta the colonies [n the -markcets of Great-
-Britaizi is s0 self evident as ta require-no argument. 'l'le
diftlculty will -arise,-as heretofore, on the-part ai -the-niotiier
countiry,-whose people have -been- wedded ta free-trade-thieories
so-long that they -will have ta be-cducated up) ta- the betieits
which would accrue -ta themselves, as well-as-ta tlue-enîpire-at
large, -by the- practical -adoption of- preferential trade relations.

Our readers are proba>ly aware that anotîter meeting of
al-the-Chambers of Commerce -throughout the Ilritish -Emnpire
bas-beeh-called at La-ndon,-for june-next. Prescrnt- conditions
are such that tbis will-without doubt- be-the-most important
meeting ai -the-kind -that bas-ever-talcen place-in any country,
and niuch- good--is-expected-ta result from -it. As-might be
expected, onie aof the questions whiclî is -sure- ta be-brought
prominently before the mneeting,-will be that of î>reièential
trade-throughout the-empire. Nat-only wilI it be tlîorouglîly
ventilatated,-but its supporters will endeavor ta secure the
endaOrsation-o aitbis- great-and -influential -body. If -tlis-cani be
donc, it will-soon bc ifound in-the-arena--of -practical -palitics,
where it will be-kept-until- public senti ment- catin bc cducated
up ta the- point where-it- must be- put inta operation.

Although resolutions ai -this lcind have been-brought before
the- meeti ngs ai the -Empire Cliambers-of Comnnercc on-two or
three-previous- occasions they have always failed ta carry, owing
ta- the- want of barmony amongst the colonial- represenrtatives
present. -In order ta overconie-this obstacle, a special coin
mittee af -the-Toronto -Board of Trade was appoinited-ta draft
a resolution ispon-this matter-of preferential trade, and bring
it before a general meeting- of -the -board--for consideration.
This was accordingly done, and the iallowing resolution draited
by -the -conîmittee unanimously passed the council ai the
board, and-later, a gerteral mieeting ai the menibers, called- for
the special purpose of considering [t. Ter~ouinrasa
follows:


