w

vices of & clergyman for themselves; and in
order to encourage me to come and take the
oversight of their highest interest, they have res
sulved to procure 8 mause and glebe lor a
clergymun., ‘They are now fully prepared to
du s0, and arc only waiting 1a obiain a suituble
place.  With a litlle aszistavce from the Com-
mittee fur two or tee vears, they will, Gad
prospesing, be fully able therealter to minntin
ancthemselves. ‘They pussess the chiel mgred-
rents—willing minds and ﬁcmzmns hiearts ; and
Ldo not know where 1 would promse a devors
cd pastor more antisfuction 1 the prosecution
of his work. ’

From these briefly stated facts, you will
readily perceive how swun the peuple rally
atound vae Cliurch ; aad hikewise, thas the in-
terest the Commitiee have taken 1 ths field
lias not been without imamfest goud results from
without at least.  And their iucrcased desire
for Gospel ordimances is surely a savisfaclory
indication that the labour has not been in vain
inthe Lord. And when it 15 taken tnto ac-
count how long these people have been neg-
lected—us shewn in my last letter to the Come
wittee—how .oft hope deferred hath made the
heart sick, and that thewr present eflforts are
wade iv fondly cherished anticipation, W is be-
lieved there are few paralels, enher m ths
country or at tone, of such manitest progress
in so shert a time.  Aud yet, m the Cape John
section, which was hitherto muost neglecied.
they only received sixteen Lord's day services
during the first two years of my unssionary
iabourae, [t is true, that all this has net been
effected without labunr and anxious ¢fre 1w
some instances, wid 1t 1s hikewise true, that 1
migln have accepted a call and have seuled
down m one or two disinicts, und thus hase re-
lieved myself of much labour, and the Comn-
mittee to¥some extent at least, of the onus of
renmnerating e for my services ; but 1 trust
they will consider that 3t was more judicious,
and for the more general terests of our
Church, 10 colleet and hmld vp her waste pla-
ces, especially when they find that now, instead
of having one congresation, there are two
much better prepared wsupport two mumsters
than they were then to muutan ones And )
can assure you, that anv one pussessed of the
generons feelings of huanamity—uot to speak of
the bowels of compassion and sympathy come-
won to every Chnstian—and seeing the fong
and ardent attaclunent of the people to vur be-
foved Church, could not but feel sad at the
thought of lexving any one of them uncared-for
or neglected.

L owards the close of last summer my health
began to fail so fast that it became a serious
question with me whethier T should venture to
continue to Jabour 1 even two of these scet-
ions.  After many anatons thoughts, 1 was
furced to the conclusion, that if there was any
{tkelihood I should be spared for future useful.
aess m ke Church of Christ, [ must seitle
down n one charge, where I would not requre
10 travel from one chureh to another.  Abbut
the ume my health seemed to be m the most
critical state, I received a call from the BeKast
congregation, which was the third nme I was
solicited to sewle amaong them. Considenag
the state of my health at the tme, and that
there was anly one church 1o that charge, 1
regarded this a3 providential opening of the
great Head of the Church ; so that, notwith-
standing the many ues which bound me to this
field, the devoledpess of the people, and the
sad thought of leaving so wide a field unoccu-
pied, T concerved 1t my daty to accept of this
call; anif proceed smmediately to that desutute
and needy congregation. In conseguence,

THIE MONTHLY RECORD.

however, of the many urgent and pressing sol-y1
icitations of the people here, combined with o
arowing teluctance toleave them destitute, and
having been directed, during the iaterval be-{!
uwveen the time 1 accepted the call 1o Belfust
and the timo I resulved to leave for that con.
gregation, in the gracious providence of God,
1 what tended, in a great measure, to relieve
my alnent, T thought it advisable to remase o
here wll the? spring, 0 hopea that the  comnnt-
tee mght provide for their destitudion before
jthat tme.  Aud now I desire to be thankfulht
hat wy health is very much inproved.  Many
of the people herr, therefore, entertmn the
hope that Tmay sull reman with them ; but
having agreed to go to Belfast when the stae
of my health na areat ineasure rendered we uns
Hit for senve duties, i anglt appesr ungust ol
10 vender them the best eneigies of my 1m-
proved heaslth. T have, however, no personal
mierests but thuse of 1the Chureh 10 consult,
and T feel morafly and i honour bound, there-
fore, to euter on dutics there eatly in the
spring, unless they are wiherwise supplied ere
that tsme arrives.

The Committee will thus see that, owing 10
circumsiances which 1 have as briefly as possi-
ble shewu, T am necessitamted to surrender my
presenmt snterestny field o their hands; and
to them we mast luok, as we most anxiously
jdo, for Jabourers to veeupy the field as eurly us
possible.  Itas hoped tha* the peaple’s readi-
tuess to repay the Comtmutee for their share of
jthe misstonary services will rerve to shew that
ithey have not been sensible or viigrateful for
ivour kind uterest in therr spiritual welfare.
iThe sum above specified has been 1aised by
[them at very short notice, which shews that
they have gnen wah ready minds, VWhun,
wmworevver, you consider the active measures
tiken by each congregatiun to provide com-
fortable homes for sheir pastors, besides en-
gaging 10 pay a yearly stipend off L150, it is
believed therr frends will be stunulated to fur-
ther exertions ju thes  Lehalf.  This stipend
may be regarded ., the nummum.  As the
congregations iners sse, of which the last two
years aflord goue cucouragement, the means of,
support, if nn found suflicient, may be -
creased

Let not those who may be disposed 10 sym-
pathize with thus people entertam the idea that
these districts arc one weayless forest.  Athough
the people have tong wanted the mimstrations
of the preached Word, these forests have been
‘gning way, during the last thirty or forty
years, befure the resistless energy of an indus-
tnous and svber people ; su that now the scar-
city of us noble and wide-spreading appearance
1sin wany places felt, rather than its super-
abundance. Between the churches in each
district, and almost to every door,; there are
roads passable for carriages. ‘I'he Roger’s
tlilt church is situated on a level road, seven or
cight miles from Picton, and the Cape John
chnrch is on another line of road, about ten
miles from Pictou. This setilement, which is
bordering on the sea, is one of the most flour-
ishing districts i the country.  The two
churches are distant about ten miles, and two-
thirds of the servces are required in the
Roger's Hill chureb. T} other two churches
are six mules disty it, and 1 *quire alternate ser-
vices 1 each churche The acpirant to useful-
ness i the Lord’s vineyard in this land—now
almost bordening on Scotland in  comparison
wiih these distant chmes to which multitudes
now repair for worldly aggrandizement—may
jregard this field, 1n some respects, preferable
,lo Scotland. Here there is nosqualid poverty,

such ag the eye of the devated pastor at home

realization of them 1s centainly agreeable,
fact, that which principally renders this field

s

louchness and ounerous duties devolving o

so, tn be futhful to them and to wyself.
have therefore anned at no colounng. “Uhey
look to you, Hopetul and most anxions that you

stability and increased usefulness.

neets with, demanding ,his sympahy, 1o

alinost every home he may enjoy a comfortable
repast as need requirer, which is given with a

wearty good will and joy for the visit of ong

whose presence they esteem wbove every other.

F'hese are rather plain truths to relute, but the

In

288 destrable thhn that of Old Scotia, is the
treat lack of labourers, and the consequent

hose n the field. But he who gives himnself

heartly 10 the good work here, oupht o feel
that heis carrying o, ¢ the true spirit of the
Guspel more fully than were he to remain in
ghly-tasoured Scotlund.
18 naustenng to these who have every reason
tv expeet they shall be supplied ; in e other,
he ts complying with the strong entreaties of
these who have cen lung neglected, and who.

Inthe one cuse, hy

unless the Lord of the harvest shall influence

sone one or nvre to come 10 their help, will
long lie a moral wilderness.

Iaving sulmitted these facts, as illustrative

of this most interesting and nwpectant field, 1
would inast urgemly, but very reepeet{ully press
thejr claims on the attention of the Commitiee,
and on the attention o' all who feel any interest
i the ardently devoted adlierents of our be-

loved Church.  ‘they rely on me submining
thetr condiuon to you; aud I desire, in duing

]

will do your uwinost far them. They are very

sen.able and grateful for all you have done for

thei of Jate years, in sending out deputations

and more permanent supplies.  They rejoice
i every manifestation of prosperity m our be.

loved Zion, and often pray with you for her
Aud every
intimauon of an additional labourer from then
fond mother is hailed with vuiversal oy,  We
hehieve, therefore, that any goud done for you
Kinsmen ¢ scattered abroud,” shall be amply
repatd sith the richer blessigs from the grear
Head of the Chureh resting pn yourselves m
home. Tndeed, an attentive” observer cannm
hut observe, that greater success has attended
the Scotush Church since greater mterest has
been taken in the spinual welfare of ther
countrymen abroad. 1How litle was done for
them during the all-absorbing years of *¢ con-
flict,”* and during the previous years of her
history, to what nught have been done, and
what s actugily now dune' And who e
farl tu wotice ihe prosperous state of the Church
at heme, beyond the must sanguine expetts-
tions—prosperity, too, simuliancons with -
creased intevest an fheir colmmal. breihgen?
Ought nat this to be traced 1o the approbation
and smilings of Him who cnjuins aspecial care
to be excraised over thuse of Ihis own fold!
And ought it not 10 be regarded a calf to per-
severe in the same good work? Let us notbe
forgetfol that good done 1o ane in the name ol
3 disciple—and not a few disciples 1here are
here hungening and tlursting after the bread
and water of hfe-—shall not merely be reward-
ed in the Church on earth, but more fullyn
the Church triumphant.

We hope, then, while our Church 1s taking
much interest in the heathen in the east, tha,
after the example of our blessed Lord, yoor
brethrenaccording to the flesh shall receive the
first and chief-share of your zeal and regard.
And while.therc ure many among us offenng
up earnest prayers to the Loid of the harvest
to send . faithful pastors to carg for them, we
desire to believe that He who ﬁalh the heans
of all men at his disposal, will incline and dis-



