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sessment can be made each year, or
oftener if necessary, and each member
be left at liberty to pay more or les§ as
he sees fit. This is better than baving
annual dues of a fixed sum, as many
may feel interested enough to pay
more, and some whose interest is just
as great may not feel that they can
afford anything, and ail should be
equally welconie in the Association.
Then, too, where annual dues arc re-
quired, one ceases to be a member
when he ceases to pay his dues, which
we do flot want to be the case in our
Associations.

(Coilciuded next inonth)

EVOLUTION 0F THE HEBREW
CONCEPTION 0F GOI).

XII.
The first eleven chapters of the First

Book of Kings give the history of the
reigri of David's son and succe2ssor,
Solomon. This sketch, as we learn
fromn chap. xi., verse 41, was mainly
derived froni an earlier work called
the " Acts of Solorron.>' The two
books of Kings were origiri ally incor-
porated with the two books of Samuel,
but were separated irn the Septuagint
translation. Like the books of Samuel,
they are compilations from various
sources, and the writer, or more cor-
rectly speaking, the editor of the
books was a captive at l3abylon. The
histories extend froru the death of
David, i,oi8 B. C., to perhaps the mid-
dle of the captivity, a period of about
450 years. The writer, as ail the early
Hebrew historians seem to be, was ex-
ceedingly ingenuous, and whilst he
early introduces irn his history a refer-
ence to the Lawof -Moses,(I. Kings ii., 3),
as though it were the law of the lanzd
at that time, he artlessly foilows it by
the introduction of items that show flot
alone th_- non-observance, but the nlon-
existence at that time, of that which
is now known -as the Law of Moses.
Thus (chap. iii., 4 if), St,!omon offers
sacrifices upon an altar at Gibeon, and

this sacrifice is evidently represented as
beirig acceptable to the Lord ; whereas
the Law of Moses, as stated in Deut.
(xii., 13-14), limits the places of sacrifice
toone only, and in Levit. (xvii., 3 If), it
niakes it obligatory that the sacrifice
shall be made by a priest of the faniily
of Aaron. The fact is, the reference to
the Law of Moses in the. 2nd chapter
of ist Kings is an anachronism. The
sacerdotal epoch had flot yet corne;
the meridian period of the prophetic
era was near. The Hebrew religion
was still in embryo; the conflict belveen
Jehovah and Baal had not yet been
decided. Solomon was hospitable to
the gods of the surrounding nations,
and erected temples for the deities of
the Moabites, Ammonites and Phoeni.
ciaras (I. Kings, xi., 7). But above ail
these he exalted Jehovah, and upon the
summiiit oi Moriali he built the rnost
magnificent temple the world liad ever
known, in the inner chamber of whicb
lie placed the ark of the Lord. There
can be no doubt that this work did
much to gîve stability to the national
religion. On the other hand there
were causes that tended to weaken the
Hebrew faith in Jehovah. Solornon,
unlike his father, wvas not a warrior, but
lie 'vas ctminently a diplomatist. As
such he cultivated the friendshl of the
surrounding nations, and hc took unio
hiniself wvives fromn se.-era] of these.
His example was followed b>' bis sub-
jects, who married also with wornen of
the Canaanitish tribes. Solomnon aiso
instituted commerce with ail the sur.
rounding*countries, and built ships for
trading with the maritime nations,
trading thus with Egypt, Arabia ani
Phoenicia. This traffic sent the Hebrews
into heathen nations, and brought the
people of the outside world into Pales-
tine, sa that the Jews more and more
lost their clanishness. To the Hebrew
who had inherited froni bis ancestors
the faith that Jehovah, as their nation!a
god, hrought to themn ail the materia
blessings that they possessed, the know
ledge gained by tfavel in foreigo coun-
tries, where siînilar*prosperity existed,


