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ILLAWARRA Hlors.-Amongst the new produc-
tions which, within the last two or three years,
have corne into the colonial market, the article of
hopa forms a promninent item. Ilitherto we have
been entirely dependent on importation from Eng-
land and Ainerica for this essential. article to the
brewing of sound and wholesomne beer. It is no
sitretch of' the imagination to predict that in the
course of four or five years our native growth of
hops will supersede the necessity of importing
them, notwithstanding the great increase otf con-
sumrption arising fromn the change of the working
classes in preferring a pot of ale or porter to ar-
dent spirits. From an estimate of the qujantity
of beer brewed in the Australian colonies, the
annual consumption of hops cannot be less than
fifty tons, with an increasing deznind. A sample
of colonial hops has been sent us, which we are
assured by those who are competent judgcs may
he put iii competition with the best imported.
Kent hops, without losing anything by the corn-
parison. The saniple is from the plantation of
Mr. 'T. Jesset, at Dapto, whose growth off a
young plantation is not less than a ton and a-half ;
the ensuing year will, it is reasonablyconjectured
add at Icat another ton to the production. A
bale, usually called a pocket, of this niew produc-
tion, is, we understand, to be seen eat the office of
Messrs. Sheppard and Alger, 468, George-street,
who have kindly undertaken to show the same to
any person who inay feel an interest in this im-
portant matter.-Sydney paper.

Two HINTS FoBa FARMERSq.-At the annual
meeting of the Roses Agricul t tra] Society last
week, T. Batson, Esq., said-" There arc two
matters of a practical nature which, with your
permission, 1 should like to introduce to your
notice. The first is the system of steaming food.
1 believe that this year it will be impossible to
calculate the great advantagcs that will bc gained
by the uw of the steaming-apparatus. 1 have
myseif been able to steam hay perfcctly white
with mould, which afterwards cattle and sheep
would eat in preference to the best hay that could
be eut from the middle of a riek. At this moment
1 amn using steamed turnips for pigs; and I have
piga on my farm which for the last month have
been increasing, i n weight at the rate of 2Olbs. a
week. 'This perhaps is not very extraordinary;
but I think von will flot find mnany instances of
pigs increaslrlg in weight to sncb an extcnt, and
it shows what the system of steaming is calcu-
lated to effeet. The other matter is the cultiva-
tion of mustard. .This many persons have tried,
and have found it to answcr exceedinigiy well;
but 1 hope to qce the day when it will bc as comn-
mon to sow rnustard aller the corn is cleared
off, as it is to fallow it with tnrnips. Many
benefits arise from it; it kecps down the wecds,
and is profitable, while the outlay upon it is ouly
about 4s. per acre."

TuP, CULTIVATION 0F BEET ROOT.-SOMC ship-
owners of Dunkerque having addressed a letter to
the Ministers of Commerce, demanding the sup-
pression of beet-root sugar, which, they say, ruina
the soit and starves the people of the northerni
departments, the ndnister has written a reply, in
which he admits that the cultivation of beet-root
lessons the production of corn. About' 55,000
hectai es of good land (nearly 140,000 acres) says
the mninister, are occupicd in the cultivation -of
the beet-root; and that is about the one-hun-
dredth part of the soul devoted tD the cultiva-
tion of corn, the total qniantity Of such land
being 55,000,000 hectares, which yield annually
69,000,000 hectolitres. If this'one-hundredth part,
adds the minister, had been sown with wheat,
it would have yielded about 6,000,000 hectolitres;
and this yield would have caused the importe
which have 1)een made and are to be muade be-
tween the harvest of 1847 and 1848, which are
estimated at 14,000,000 hectolitres, to be reduced
more than one-halt These facts, the mninis-
ter ad mita, support the views expressed by the
ship-owners; but he says that considerations of
a contrary description rnay be brought forward,
and that the suppression of native sugar would
encouniter great obstacles. Tfhe government,
therefore, he observes, can)not take any engage-
ments; but he adds that the question, which
is grave and delicate, is the object of ail its
solicitude.- Galignan:.

CULTIVATION OF PO'rA'OEs.-'Ihe eflrects of
different manures on the produce of potatoes la a
mnatter of suchi interest, that we give the resuit of
certain experiments made by the Rev. Robert
Johnson, of Richmond, Yorkshire; the knowledge
of which rnay not be unprofitable to the cultiva-
tors of that root. In Aprîl, 1847, eight rows of
" June reds" were planted, each row seven yards
long.

Row. Manure. Producein ibe.
1. Wood ahes......................35
12. Stccped in Kagcsbushi's mixture ... 25-60
3. Guano ............................ 38

4. Steepcd in Kagcnbush's mixture-. 41--79
5. Icompost .......................... 31

6. Steepedin Kagenibush's mixture. 28-59
7. Soot ............................ 42

8. {Steeped lu Kagenbush'a mixture 47-89
It would appear, therefore, that soot is the

most efficaeious stimulent to the growth of the
potato.--Leeds Mercury.

A littie book ,on Mlanures," recently pub-
lished in French, corieltdes with the following
sensible inaxisa :-6 Tfhe searcity of nianures is
the cause of the sterility of a country, and it is
useless to improve the mechanical miethode of
culture if we nlegleet this source of fertility."

in Flanders it is commonly helieved that the
first crop exhaiust.s, one hall of the manure.-
Comptes rendu à l'Académie.


