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The great volume of hay in its natural state renders it very
difficuit of transport, 8o~ that where vazt quantities are required
for the forage of armies or the wants of large industrial establisfi-
ments, it becomes necessary to reduce its bulk very considerably.
This, however, must be done judicious]y, and above ail uni-
formly ; for if a certain pressure, determined by experience, be
exceeded in any portion of the mass, the nutritious juices are
expressed, and the hay rendered com paratively valuieless. It is
found that bay cannot be compres8ed1like cotton by the appli-
cation of one direct pressure, but that the consolidation must be
effe-eted by two separate operations, one for placing the particlea
ini as close proximity as possible with a slight degree of pressure,
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