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lainp, of no greater weight than rnay be borne on a finger,
and so contrived that the ilght wiIl fail at the point required,
withont assailing the eyes of the patient, is not yet devised.
Compficated and costly beds, quite out of the reach of auy
Middle class family, and therefore availabie only for the
wealthy, or the fortunate inimates of hospitals, alone meet
the requirement of cleanliness withôut discomfort. The
like 15 truc of nearly ail the apparatus for the relief of pain
by change of posture, and for securing immunity from
pressure, or steadlness in a particular position. The rich
and the poor are provided, but not the multitude in narrow
circumatances with smail and lnelastic financlal resources.

The stage of convalescence is in rnany respects the most
trying of ail. It is then that petty annoyances, sucli as arise
from noises, draughts, smfoke3, foui vapors, bad or ili mani-

1 aged liglit, # improperly cooked food, nauseous remedies
fadministered la uncleanly and uncomfortable cups or glasses,
Iknlves, forks, and spoons that turu over 'with a clatter,
Ithings that fali or are readily knocked down, irritating wal
papers, liard, lumpy, or too sof t beds, burdensome or cold
bedelothes, beds that cau only be put in order'w ith labor and,
confusion. There is scarcely an article or piece of apparatus
for the sick chamber which 18 not obviously susceptible of
improvemeut, and would not repay the thought expended
upon ft, if plaoed wlthin reach cf familles with small in-
cornes, who feel the ccst of comfort iu sickness. '-ýNone of
these matters are beneath the consideration of the medical
practiticuer. In no small proportion of cases they are rela-
tively of high moment. It 18 neither wlse nor safe to leave
the care cf sucli details to nurses, whether trained or domes-
tic. The physician sbould be able to direct those in charge

jof the sick what to provide, where to obtain ail neceesary
ap pliances, and howv te use them wheu at baud. This is a
niatter of more than common impbrtance, and it is wlth iW
view of reminding the profession and the producers cf spe-
cial apparatus--efiient aud inexpenive-of the conspicu-

Ious part their enterprise should play in minimizing the dis-
comforts of the sick, we bring the subject under notice.-

ILance.
jPoilonou8 India-Rubber Toys.-A. F. Taylor, Ph. D., of
Andover, Mass., sends us the fillowing note

Prof. B. Tollens, in the Journal of the Berlin Chemical
Society, of November 13, 1876, cails attention to the inju-
riousness of many of the articles inanufactured from caout-

ichouc, which, arnong other impurities, centains a very- large
per cent. of zinc oxide. Iu the rubber nipples of niilk bot-,
tles for children, this hias often been found to be the case, and
80 much attention bas hecu called to this fact that the man-

jufacture of these nipples contaiuing zinc oxide bas to a great
extent ceased.

But more receutly suspicions have beepi aroused concern-
lu g the quality cf children's toys, doils, animais, etc., made
from rubber. Que case, iu which a child, having eue of
these dolis, had had it for sanme time in its mcuth, grew sick,
and the doll, laid in vinegar, became covered witb an incrus-
tation (without doubt zinc acetate), lad te direct investiga-
tion. In 0. 7825 gramme of such a doil 0. 4446 gramme zince
oxide was found, or 60.58 per cent. Another portion gave,
after being subjected to a rcd lîeat, 62.64 gramme of ash,
yellow while hot, white ou cooling. In the ash besides the
zinc were traces of lime, iron, and phosphoric acid. From
another àoll wbich hiad beeii warranted -"harmless, " 57.68
per cent. of ash were obtained, consisting almost wholly of
zinc oxide.

It is not at ail improbable that the sh!kuess of the cbild,

particularly the severe vomiting, was caused by the zinc
oxide, and it la te, be wished thiat the manufacture and sale of
surh articles coutainiug zinc oxide should be probibited.
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.leilidr,ii fît -Paris.-Paris is traversed by aine
great highwayq cf tracel in tuie direction of east to west, while
three onli' serve as nieais of c(>rmuuiieatiou ia the direction i
.of north anid south. 'lo relieve the latter, Mr. Louis leuzé pro-
posed the construction of an (levated railway, whieh at the
saine tinue is to serve as a conniectiug- link between the differentf
depots of the gi-eut railwax-s whicli centre iii Paris. The desigris,
as publislied iii the 1?é-pie litdus(,iùie, are decîdedly more orna-
mental than those of the Cfilbert Elevated ltailway, wii they
approaci ist lain rcer- AfIc.

A Newv Gra(te Baèr is attracting attention in England1
The bar is of an angle section, the top portion, whlichrjan,
the grate on whici tlic tire rests, being pr)iOVi1t( W it h a nnm-
ber of diagonal slots, giviflg L uiinforiix (IiStribute(1 admis-
sion (4 air' throughout the whole grate surface. Thuis arrange-
ment facilitates the complete conmbustion of the fuel, snioke
being eatirely preveuted and tîme wliole of the hieat-prodlucing(
portion of the coal consumed lu tht furuace. l'le bars ai-e
so light lu section tliat tlîey cost no more per square foot of
fire grate surface tlîau ordinary~ tire-bars, while at the satae
time they are umucli more duriab>le. The bai' seemis (lesignu{l
on sound common-seuse PinilS->olAg, illarrc 14.

Thte -Prope- ,Speedl foi- Circidar Saiws.-Tlie Lem-
bermaas Gazette says: -~ lue thousand feet per mlnute-that
is nearly two miles per minute-for the rim of a circular saw to
travel may be laid down as a mile. For example: A saw, 12
inches la diameter, 3 feet arouud the rim, 3000 revolutions; 24
luches lu diameter, or 6 feet around the rim, 1500; 3 feet ii dIl-
ameter, or 9 feet around the rira, 1000 revolutions; 4 feet la d'-
ameter, or 12 feet arouud the rim, 750 revolutions; 5 feet la di-
ameter, or 15 feet around the rim, 6$00 revolutions. The riîm
of the sa-' will rau a little faster tîman this reckoaiug on ac-ý
count cf the circumfereuce being more. than threc tiînes as largq
as the diameter. Shingle or some other saws, either riveted td
P st-iron collar or very thick at the centre sud thia at the riul
May be run with safety at a greater speed.-4'/îe XMlaone.

Iniproved Propagation by Cuttinco.
Peter Heuderson described Iast wiuter, in the ALgrcultuir-

ist, an improved mode hie was thei using for the propagation
cf geraniums. Hi s ebjeet was, in the first place, te avoid
the exhaustion cf the parent plants by the removal cf cut-
tings abruptly; aud, secoudly, te make sure work. He takes
the youug shoot which is to be used as a cutt 'ing, sud suai)8

it short, leaving it hauging by a small portion cf the bark.
This shred 18 sufficient tc sus-
tain the cutting, withcut ail
material injury frcm wilting,
until it forms a cailus, whiCh
precedes the formation Of
rects. lu from cight te twelVS
days itla detached and potted
lu twc sud three inch pots.
It la rather les shaded and
watered thau crdinary cut-
tings, aud forms roots in

about eight te twelve days more. Last fali Mr. Jlenderafli
propagated about 10,000 plants cf the tricolorclass witbOlut
Iosiug eue per cent. With the commen method hie thiflO
hie would have loat fIfty per cent. This mode Me applicab1 O
te the abutilon, begonia, carnation, cactus, ]antan, olean-
der, etc., by using youug unripened shoots. If the sh)<>
does net break, tait simply benda te a knee, a kuife may 1,8
used for cutting about twe thirds through.

('Iop.fta'M1Teed le is likeIy to deeay lu -the Britisîl
clinifte. 'lut' Lutxor r'd sve-(nite olmelisk lias sufferedemore '0
36 vears in Paris, tiian lu as niumy cenîturies in Egypt. Lt bas
beCome oerdwith a tiîj white film of kaolin.
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