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comxnittee have mucli gratification in being able Vo report that the opera-
tions of tho past'yoar show that the steady growth and prosperity which
began many years ago have beon niaintained.

BIÀNCHES. -Tlles" now, number 195, organized with their proper officera 1
anid cominiittecs, in suitable parts of the society's field of operations. The
hearty co-operation of the branches, îînOer the ebi, guidance of your travel-

Iling agent, tho IRev. James Green, la of essential, value Vo the success of tlia
auxiliary. In his report of the yesir 1872, Mr. Green refera witlî expressions
of devout gratitude Vo God, to the fact that, in all lus varied journeys over
inany thousancla of miles, and in a season more than ordinarily se-ere and
fitful. ie lias been kept in lîealtlî and safety, and has been enabled to per- 1
forni tho duties which have devolved upon hinm; and that more than Il a 1
coxnmon nieasuxýe of prosperity in the work of the year under review" 1158

jbeen vonclîsafed.
COLPORTAGE OrEmIoNS.-In the report for 1871, reference wua mnade to

certain moditicaticns iii tliis department of tle sociuy'a work, which seemed
to be necessary. During the past year tlîis matter has received very care-

tfui attention on the part of your conimittee. The resuits of Colportage
during the spring and sunumer shoived more clearly tlîan ever the neciý9sity
that existe(! for sonme cliange, in order Vo secure more continuous and syste-t
xnatic labour by the ,:olporteiýrs. The scarcity of labour during the busy
season lu the countiy districts, and the consequent difficulty of obtaining
assistance, and that, too, at an enlîanccd cost, ail coxnbinedi Vo cause frequent
absence of the colporteurs from the service of the society, in order Vo attend
Vo necessary business at home. Tlîus the operations of the aociety were
seriously interfered with in respect of thîsir regularity and extent. To
obviate these dificulties, your coimmittee came to the conclusion (1) that
it ivas expedient Vo leave it optional with the colporteurs Vo, discontinue
their labours in the service of the society during.t1îe period froin Mardi 2ôth
Vo September 25th, that they mighît be able Vo attend Vo, t]îeir home affaira;
(2) to conîpensate for tlîis diminution of work during the sunmner by an iii-
creased miumber of colporteurs einployed tliriougli Vie autumun and ivinter ; and
thug (3) Vo ho able Vo occupy during the season of operations a larger num-
ber of points in the society's field, and that zimultaneously. A new code of
reý ulations for colportage wvas carefully prepared aud adopted for use, and
the whole field was divided into twelve districts, tie nationality and num-j
bers of Vie population of which are severally given. And aithouigh a suffi-
cient length of time has noV yet elapsed to test the full value of thiese
changes, yet yonr comnîittee antîcipate that tiey will prove advantageous Vo
the work aud interests of the society. In accordance wiVhi tiem, tiiere are
now exnployed lu the service of the society eight labourera, of whom two
speak Gaelic and Enghisli, twvo French and English; and the rest are
engaged in Vile general work of colpoir-~ge. Tlîe work axnong our French

tCanadian population bas assnmed a more hopeful aspect Vian it presented
tduring Vhe previous >ear ; stili Vhe difficulties that beset its prosecution are

nmany and great, and are sucl as eau be overcome by nothing but well-
devised sud persistent efforti, attended by the favour and blcssing of God.

DE;posIToBY AN~D IssuEs.-Tlie numbür of copies of the Seriptures and of
portions sent for-th fromn tie depository during 1872 was 14,407, being 559

i luexcess of that for 1871, and amiounting in value Vo $.5,751 88.t
CAsmî TRNxSAcTIoNS.-The abstract herewith presented shows an aggregate

of receipta amounting Vo $16,465 40, including a balance of $2,768 26 from.t
st year -su incresse of $1, 682 32 over the receipta of that year. The

Upper Canada Bible Society renmitted the handsome sumn of $598 92 i aid
tof the work of colportage among the French Canadians, for wiich. the cor-
Sdial thanka of this society are due and are hereby teudered. The diaburse-

ments of the year were $11,853 17, lu wiici are iueluded $485 55, a dona-
tion Vo Vie funda of the Parent Soeiety, and $254 09 paid as duty ix) Vie
Governmnt of this Dominion on Scriptures imported for circulation. ý,i


