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We arc friends of the Bible Society, bccause the Bible hias been our
friend. We aim, at spreading it aecrywhere aniong- otiiers, because its mes-
sage of peace lias been a blessing te our8elves.

Oui tie first page of tlîat Divine Book, the tirst recorded words of Ged
are -"'%Lut there be lighit. " It is tic work of the Bible Suciety to carry out,
in its own sphere, thiat frst-recorded Divine connand.

A cry for light from a littie girl in Wales was the incident that led to the
formation of tire Bible Society. That cry wvas licard by Wilberforce, by
Zaehary Macaulay, by Granville Sharp, by ïMills, by ether goùd men, andIfroni thait begrinaing the liglit lias spread te WTales, te China, te the world.jThis cent'ury of our8 is the century ofi -)rga,.nized philanthropie effo.rt.
That ici iLs chief characteristie. Everywhvle e-mn scbeels, in hespitals, in

phomes for the outcast-you sec the desire te hielp and 2'nu sec iL organizcd.
IThere is a deelp feeling tlîat there is mnuch evii around us -that it should and
Ithat iL may be lussened ; tluat our obligation te our neighibour is iiot f olly
idiachiarged by Oriental hiospitality or niedioeval doles ; that neither the cup
iof cold water frei the table of the suunptuous glutton, ueor proxy benefactions
ifromn ecclesiastical liauds, relieve the civilizedoState frorn fu'tlîer conccrn as

1 te the wants of the people: aîîd lience our civilization lias, during our ceuî-
tury, niade provision, however blunderingly, for the physical and temporal
wants of tlîe necdy.

Buate the phulanthropy of the century has not been liînited te local and
ititeialneds.Itairisatnothing lesthan tebringiuig of influite grace tuthe infinite ivants of unan's moral nature, and in its all-embracing- z1 energy

takes in those that are afar off asw~ellas those that are within its own narrow
Isphere. In this work of universal benelicence the grcat central agency is the
IBible Society. That Socie%,y beg-an its career iii tlie early days of the century,

i and iii the composition of causes which have -ene te the formation of wliat
isl noble, and truc, and self'sacriflcing in the century it hias been tlîc domin-

iant and leadîngy factor. ln this connection I include ail the Bible Societies.
i It was in 1804 that the Britisli and F oreign Bible Society was founded.

In ntat year tIse Basic Society -Iso camne into %existence. Within tise ncxtI devers years twenty-eight Bible Societies wcrc foriuued. TIse fellowuîng year
isaw tihe cornencernent of eiglît niore Bible SFocieties, the înost important of
îvhich ivas tise Aniericani, the great rival of the Britishs and Forcigri in aIl

igeruerous, peacef ul, and world-wîde enterprises. Tho number of independent
Bible Societies rose te seventy-three, and our Society hias now about 7,000
auiiiaries, branches, andi associations at home and abroad.

It is wortby cf rernembrance tîsat tise tirst subject wvhicli engaged the
iattention of the Bible Society w as China. Nearly a century lias paised siuscetisen, and now at its close itt" isaan hn wihi absorbingt attention.
Last Monday resoiutious of Coniiiiittee were passed wsvtlî regard te China
wlsich affect one quarter, at icast, of the hiîuuan race.

There lias been within Luis pcriod immense progress. %heni 'Morrison
resolved to go te China lw- lîeard of a New Testament 1M. wiîich. n'as ini tie
Britishi Museum. He copied nsuch of it iniseîf, and ivas able te take w; .1
hlmi te China a complote transcript. It %vas proposcd te publishi it, but tire
schiemc wvas given up, as thb, '.omnmittee di,, net know its value, and as eachtcepy wvould have ceet £-2. 1%v a, Ohinese .dewv Testament can be produccd
for 6d. Morrisen began iy rcvising, tise pat, hc epuisîdb u
Society. Nothiimug caus be grander tlîan Mlorrisonîs work. Ho wcnt, eut te,
China when it iras at the perii of a European's life te go. He fougylit witls


