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of power more finely developed, and was ne
doubt, the growth of Laiger wisdomn and experi-
ence. Hie Life Drama is sown witlî beautiful
pearis of expression, and, to hc enjeyed, must
be read in the country on a golden summer's
day, for there is a freslincss, a simiplicity, and
terseness of expression in every page, which
contributes to it its greatest cliarîn; and truly
does the 'Westminster lZeview reîîîark, ini speak-
ing of his book :-" The mosat strihring elharac-
teristie of tiiese poems is their abundant iinagery
-fresh, vivid concrete image,,, actuallv l)resent
to the poet's mind, and tlirown ont with a dis-
tinctiveness and a dclicacy oîilv poets ean
achec îe. There is not a page of this volume
on Yv'Iiclî we cannot find sonie novel iae
some Sliakspearean félhcity of expression, or
some striking, siniile." There are a few son-
nets in lus volume of the Life Draina, wliicli
bear a very strong resemblance to tiiose of
Wrordsworth's: indeed, everywliere in hîs poe-
try, ive find evidence of that appreciative love
of Nature in ail lier mioods, wli emninently
characterizes the -writing of the former poet.
Froin luis sonnets we select the following, a
rare poetue gem, revealing as it (lees thue tender
and emotional lueart of the wlriter:
91 Last niglit my cheekwias wcttcd wih iwarîn tears,

Eachi wortli a wvorld. 'rhey feui fri eyes divinec.
Last night a loviîug lip ivas pressed t inte,
Anîd at lts touch fled ail thie barreun ve:îrs:
.znd softly couched upon a bosoni whlîv,
Whicli caine and wvent beneath i me like a,
An emperor 1 lay in empire lirigii,
Lord of the bcatimug lieart, wliile edvy
Love words were glutting my love grecdy cari,.
Kind love, 1 thîanik hee 1Èer tlmat lipp mighit
lUcher tluîs clueek with those warmmisi t'r,. of thie
Thnn the vaut midmiglit, with its ~cmîn~shrs
Lcandcr, teilimig th.rough lic eiidîiit bîrutei,
Kingdounless Antonuy, were scarcu miuy peurs.-

Tiiese poems, the fruits of his early labours,
placed their author at once upon tie list for
fame, and ivas soion followved 'uy the inythical
romance of Edwin of Deira, wlmicli, however,
did not attract so nui notice as the Life
Drama. H1e soon turned luis attention te other
fields of labour, and wrote those inimitable
essaye publislied under the title Dreanthorp.
In tluis volume tlic reader is enabled te coin-
prehend thec artistic and cathetie spirit of the
writer. The book as a book, cannot bu exceil-
ed for the beauty and simplicity of the style,
the frcsluness and correctness of its dpscrmption,
and for the tenderness, thc pathos and îvisdom,
which everywherc abound in its pages. One
lingers with pleasure on its imely texts of
nieraIs, manners, and the conduet of life, and
learns te respect and love the wrriter. l'lie
writing of titis book seems te our mid te have
been a labour of love, the style is se free, se
fiowing and se easy, pervaded as it is witlî the
pure spirit of poeîry. The imagination of the
author is se vivid, and lis descriptions se
graphic and natural, that tlie mind of tie read-
er is insensibly carrie3 away. We sceni te le
denizens of the old fashWoncd conservative vil-
lage lie se beautifully describes : ive mingle
with the villagers, and,wituour poûtie Cicerone,
are led from scene te scene. Tihis work shows

thiat Alexander Smith possessed the higlicat
qualities of the literary artist, revealing ii rare
command and power of good liomely English,
eombined with a stylo original, terse, and ex-
pressive.

Two novels and a racy entertaining bock of
travel sum up tlic completion of his labours.-
WVlat lic nuiiglît have donc furthier in tlie great
world of art can only be conjectured; but we
thîink lie lias donc eneuglu te secure for himself
an luoneurable position in that great temple cf
genius, lallowed by the recellections of the
uzoed and the wise of every chime. Vie liave ne
hesitation in placing Sinitît sidc by side iifl
suclu writers as Lainli, Hawtlhorne, and otliers
of the sanie school, ner will we deuy 1dim the
place cf bcing first upon the list. Ris genius
wvas net in the higlicat sense o? the word crea-
tive; like lis eld favourite, Montaigne, lie loved
te observe and depict the Iuomcly ways and
mnanners of nmen, ivitit a feeling cf tenderness
mnixed with liumour for their faults aud follies.
If an author's style is judgcd by bis variety cf
expression, ne ene, we think, will stand the
test better tîxan Smithî. It bas ail the chuarm.
and simplicity of cur old Nwriters, combined
withi thie force of illustration and beauty of sen-
timient cf tiiose etf our day.

Bis easy flowing and graceful expression, is
the great ciiarmn cf ail lis writings. is skill
in tie construction of suntunces, shows at once
the great literary artist, auid thuis can only bu
acquired by himi or lier whuo lias in some mca-
sure tlîat sense of the peetic, conibined with a
taste for harmony and soug. It is upon titis
ground we coutend iliat ivriters cf poetry are
aIlse the best writers cf prose, which the litera-
turc cf every country sufficieîîtly attest. But
thuis art of composition can only be acquired by
long and laborieus practice, by the exorcise o?
patience and perseveriug application. Vie
hiave eyidcuc -3in many cf thîe lives cf literary
men, born withi great powers cf conception, but
who lacked expressien-such a great German
called the dlumb cnes cf ijeaven. In fact, ex-
pression is evcrytlung in art, and the maxinms
and thouglits cf writers expressed in eue gen-
eration are repeated in the nexi, only under
différent formas.

Mr. SiiUi died at an age which is said te be
i generally very fatal to, men of genius, biaving
barely completed luis thirty-seventli year. But,
tîcre is ne douzît, bis excessive application te,
study, liastened luis end. lc ivas born at Kil-
marnock, 3lst December, 1829, and died at
Geste Villa, XVardh,; Jan. 5, 1867. Towards
the close cf bis life lie coutributcd te Black-
îvood, Macnîillan's Magazine, The IZorth Bni-
tislu ileview, the Museuin, the West cf Scot-
land Magazine, Good Viords, and iattcrly te
the Argosy and Quiver. In thue language of a
cclebrated rcviewer, ive eau ouly say Iluhis
work la donc; the toc short day of performance
merged forever in nighît." lut the language cf
Mrs. Browning, applied te anoiluer lamentcd
peet, wve say-

"Eartlî surcly new can give lier calmn
To wihoma shle gave lier anguish.")


