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Wy~ E regret that, on account of press of matter
this week, the business proceedings and

the account of the Conference of the Synod of
Toronto and Kingston, the names of Commission-
ers frorn the Presbytery of Halifax to the General
Assembly, and some other matters have been un-
avoidably held over. They wiIl appear next week.

T HE Foreign Mission Committee might easily
bave made their account balance. Al

they needed to do was call home the missionaries.

THE Catholics of Great Britain have desertedTthe Liberal party in a body on the Educa-
tion Bil, and joined forces with Salisbury. That
is tht tbanks they give the Liberals for trying to
give them Home Rule.

AMIDST ail the uncertainties of the pendingAelection there is one tbing absolutely certain
and that is tbat'tbe new Parliament of Canada will
be neither much better nor much worse than the
mnajority of the people who elect it.

DURING the absence of Dr. Cochrane, who C~c-
pects to leave for Britain on June 6th,

Home Mission correspondence will be attended to
by Dr. Warden, clerk of the committee. Address
"Confederation Life Building, 'loronto."

THE Rev. William N. Cleveland, brother ofT President Cleveland, who bad to give up
bis pulpit the other day for talking politics was in
the receipt of $600 a year. A congregation- that
pays $600 a year is far more likely to try to muzzîe
its minister than one that pays $6,ooo.

"'7HEY fought to tbe deatb against separate
ITschools for tbemselves and then tried to

fasten theoe upon Manitoba." That was the truc
and manly statement made by the Moderator of
tbe General Assembly the other day in the Synod
at Collingwood about tbe course pursued by some
of the Maritime Province members in regard to the
Remedial Bill.

THE British Weekly remarks that Sir Henry
TParkes, the Australian statesman, "'had the

misfortune to live too long. The stress of life and
thefailure of his powers led him at the last into re-
grettable courses." It seems rather hard to say
tbat any man lives too long; but it is a sad fact
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cause the vote is split in many constituencies. Nor
can it mean that any considerable number of Lib-
erals are going over to the Government side. There
is no evidence ofany such defection. What it does
mean probably is that the Roman Catholics are
going to give Sir Charles the " corporate vote."
We sbould flot wonder if they did.

C ONFERENCES and conventions are justwhat
you make tbem. They may be a wordy bore,

a windy waste of time, or they may be edifying,
stimulating and generally helpful. The Synod of
Toronto and Kingston holds an annual conference on
live questions,which has become a prominent feature
of its meetings. In fact the conference creates as
much interest as the ordinary business. The con-
ference at Collingwood was one of the best the
Synod ever held.

A BOUT the time that the Synods, Conferences
and the General Assembly bave finished

their work next june the people of Canada will be
asked to elect their representatives to the Dominion
Parliament. Would it not be a good tbing for
these ecclesiastical bodies to spend a little time in
the confession of national sin and in asking divine
guidance for the electors. Prayer for the men who
vote and for the men who are voted for migbt do
more good tban resolutions and indiscriminate
scolding of politicians.

S0 mucb is being said about the rights of theSCatholic minority that we feel inclined to ask
wbo gives the Roman clergy the right to go into
Ontario Court Roomns and take a seat on the
Bench alongside of the presiding judge. A Pres-
byterian minister, even the Moderator of the Gen-
eral Assembly, migbt squeeze in at the door if the
constable allowed bim, and find a seat somewbere if
there happened to be room, but a Catholic priest
would be sbown to a seat on the Bench. The
Roman Catholic Bishop of Toronto gave evidence
some years ago, and instead of going into the wit-
ness box, as any Protestant minister would have
been compelled to do, he went on the Bench and
gave bis evidence there. Who gives these special
privileges to the Catholic clergy h' this Province of
Ontario?

\Sexamples of condenqation two of the open.
ing addresses of the Synodical conference at

ollingwood were perfect models. Prnia
Caven in about twenty minutes discussed and de-
fended present metbods of theoîogical training so
thorougbly that when he concluded there did not
seemn to be anything left for any other person to
say. Dr. Somerville, in about the same length of
time, gave bis experience in the matter of working
with professional evangelists during his long and
successful pastorate in Owen Sound. When he sat
down not another word was needed to show that
his experience was, to say the least, singularly un-
fortunate. Perhaps there were others present wbo
could have given a similar experience, but we
doubt if there was anybody who could have put it
into such condensed form.

SHORT time ago we asked the Halifax
AWitness if it couid explain why a majority

of thie Maritime members voted for the Remedial
Bill wbile they are strongly opposed to the establish-
ment of separate scbools in their own Provinces.
Our.friend aoswers in this way :

minister trom another church got a calài froôm o née
of the vacancies within the bounds. The Presby-
tery examined him and found that bis theology
did not quite measure up to the orthodox standard.
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An appeal has been taken to the Synod and tbe"
the matter must rest until autumn. Meantiflle
minister bas suddenly become a martyr and tbu
daily papers are giving him any amount of
head advertising. Finding himself suddenlY ý
coming notorious, if not famous, the little S
takes advantage of bis notoriety, and like al bb;
tribe, tells the world a few things. Wby in tb
name of common sense should a --hur'h that '
an overstocked ministry of its own take in WI~
ters from other cburches more especialyW .
some of tbem raise a great row in thePO~
What need have we in Canada of ministerw
neyer bad a Presbyterian training and wobo
littie or no sympatby with our life and mnOded
work ? Our colleges can supply the demafld fd
many years to come unless the population Of t
Dominion grows much more rapidly than It
growing at present.

THE Rev. Principal MacVicar, after twe0tl
T eigbt years of continuous work with "0

lengtbened period of rest or recreation, is about t -

leave Canada to spend a year in Britain and 00~
the Continent. Few if any of» the ministers Of 0"
Church have done in these years a harger antflOlt
of steady, solid, bard work, or carried a eW
responsibility, than bas Dr. MacVicar, and, it 011
be added, few, if any, bave more to show as tef
suit of the work tbey have donc. We join 004
sincerely in congratulating Dr. MacVicar upofl tbo
great work hebas accom plisbed for the Churcb and b
the country botb as a minister, convenerof the Freu1.ý
Evangelization Committee, and educator, aod*t
trust tbat, by means of his year of rest,' he 0<1
return to resume bis work with renewed zeal a'interest, and witb success even surpassing the I
cord of bis past life, fruitful as that bas been.

T HE best way-in fact, the only sure a10T avoid the friction tbat bas arisen i h
AmrcnPresbyterian Cburcb between the Getie

Assembly and some of the lower courts is for el
Supreme Court to keep well within the colIsto't
tion and avoid even the appearance of exercis"<g
arbitrary power. Presbytenian people are s0iv
on the question of their rigbts, and tbey may
be excused for their sensitiveness. Their riglo
cost much blood and treasure. The AssefnbIY0.
not by any means infallible.' It makes as
mistakes as any court in the Cburcb. Some Of t"
grants that damaged the Augmentation Fund an~
than any other were tbose in whicb it bad to O
tend against " special cases " put on theA"
mentation list by direct vote of the Asseff0l
So long as men are Preshyterians tbey Wili bu
jealous of any supreme power except that of tbe
Almigbty. Some of our people, and not a fe<
our ministers, are just a littie restive about the 09'
ner in wbicb the Supreme Court sometimies lx
cises its funictions. They would not 6e wortlly ô
their name and history if tbey were not aàg
in sucb matters. When our people cease tO 1
watcbful on the question of authority theY
fease to 6e Presbyterian.

HENew York Evangelist is a fine old PSP%TwHith a decidedly sunny atmospberer bnt 5does get very angry with the General AsselXl Y 01 ,
times. Just now it is in an unpleasant statCg Of
mind, because it bas caught, or thinks it b as C9
two ex-moderators scbeming to promote the 01c'
tion of a fiend to the moderatorsbip of the Oe%
Assembly. The Evangelist innocentlyreD
that& isomefac are-coingto igb.w.ch

are rampant witbin ber own pale.- -


