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Wl/Y ARE YOU A PRESBYTERIANI-ZII*

BY REV. J. LAING, DUNDAS.

We may reply, " I amn a Presbyterian, because I
believe the doctrine, government and worship of that
Church is more fuliy in accordance with the teachings
of Scripture than that professed and practised by any
other Church," and first as to doctrine:

i. XVe find in Scripture that salvation is cf grace.
"The gi/t of God is eternai life through Jesus Christ

our Lord. Not by works of righteousness which we
have done, but accotding to His mercy hath He saved
us, by the washing of regeneration and renewing of the
Holy Ghost. By grace are ye saved through faith,
and this flot of yourselves, it is the gift of God. Not
of works, lest any man should boast.» The system
of doctrine which has been constructed in view of the
above and innunierable otber passages of like im-
port, arnd which asserts the sovereignty of God in His
dispensation of grace has been held in a more or less
fully developed form by ail reformed Churches. The
Cumberland Presbyterian Church of America is per-
haps the only Church bearing the name of Presby-
terian that does [lot hold it. The system has been
* sometimes known as Pauline. Its opponents in some
cases have, with transparent candour, admitted that
the system is fairly deducible from the Pauline Episties
to the Romans and Ephesians, but has asserted that
Paul in this added to, nay, even corrupted, the Gospel
as taught by Jesus, and as revealed in the gospel.
In post-apostolic times this system of doctrine was
known as Augustinian, having been very fully ex-
pounded by Augustine in his controversy, during the
beginning of the fifch century, with Pelagius and bis
followers. Since the Reformation it bas generally
been known as Calvinism, having been fully developed
by the Genevan Reformer in hii Institutes. It has
been more maturely stated since that time by tbe
Synod of Dort and the Assembly of Westminster
divines, and is flot held by ail the Churcbes repre-
sented at the Council of the Presbyterian Alliance.
The chief points of the system are : the sovereignty
of God ; the total depravity and spiritual inability uf
the natural man ; the efficacy of saving grace; tbe
substitutionary and expiatory character of the sacri-
fice of Christ, the final perseverance of saints, and the1
never-ending misery of the impenitent. Sume differ-
ence of opinion tegarding minor points, which are
rather deductions or inferences from Scripture state-
ments than doctrines, may be found among Presby-
terians ; but the general agreement and harmony of
sentiment which obtains among ail reformed Churches
on these points is undeniable.

On these doctrines of grace the Presbyterian
Cburch bas been in accord for the most part with the
conformist Churches, both Congregational and Bap-
sist, in Britain and America. I»n n essentiai point isi
tbere a difference, although a professed assent is floti
required to the same extent as with us. The Church i
of Engiand and the Protestant Episcopai Church of
America are aise Calvinistic, se far as their articles
can be dependcd upon as an exposition of the doc-
trines hc]d by tbcm ; but a large portion both of the i
ciergy and membership have for other reasons shewn
persistent hotiiity to the system.

The bolding of this system distinguishes the Pres.4
byterian Church from the Lutheran and Arminian 1
communions. Under the latter name are included i
ail the Methodist Churches. These protess to bei
unable to reconcile the sovereignty of God with theg
free agency of man, and to think that tbe doctrines
of fore-ordination and unconditienal election necessar-
ily imply tbat God is the author of sin, and destroy 1
bumaîî responsibility. They therefere prefer to re-i
gard the atonernent as intended to make salvation 1

Se then it is flot of hiim that willeth, nor of him that
runneth, but of God that sheweth mercy," etc. Find-
ing the doctrines rcfcrrcd te thus clearly stated, we
bow with humnility to God's Word, and even although
we are unable to clear up the mystery or to under-
stand the reasons of God's eternal purpose of grace
and unconditional choice we receive that sovereign
purpose as God's truth, and adoringly exclaim with
Christ Himself, IlI tbank Thee, O Father, Lord of
beaven and eartb, because Thou hast hid these
tbings from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed
themn unto babes. Even so, Father, for so it seemed
good in Tby sigbt."1

2. The doctrine of imputation is intimately con-
nected with the doctrines of grace, and has always
distinguishd the Presbyterian systemn. The Scrip-
ture teaches that Adam, the first man, was the cov-
enant head for al bis posterity, and their representa-
tive, se that " they sinned in him and fell with him in
bis flrst transgression." "In Adam aldied, and death
passcd upon ail men " (even upon infants who have flot
actually sinned), " for that al bave sinned.» Thus
the guiit of Adarn's sin was imputed, and the whole
world becamne guilty before God. AIl men are thus
by nature depraved, indisposed te ail goed, dead in
trespasses and sins, and unable to save themnselves.
But a new covenant was made-the covenant of
grace-according to wbich God's own Son in our
own nature, " the Lord fi orn beaven,." is the second
Adam or Covenant Hlead. "As in Adam ail died, 50
in Christ shall ail be mnade alive. As by one man's
disobedience many were made sinners, se by the
obcdien e of one shall many be made righteous."
Thus again there is imputation. The rigbteousness
of Christis imputed to us and received by faith alone, 50
that " tbere is now no condemnation to tbcmn who are
in Christ Jesus," and righteousness "lshaîl be imputed
to us aise )f we believe on Him that raised up Jesus
our L-'rd from the dead."1

A DDRESS
AT THE MILETING OF THE WONIAN'S FORKIGlN MISSIONARY SOCIETY,

AT PETERBORO', 17TH MARCH, 1881, 8V MES. DR. BURNS,
TORONTO.

DEAR FRIENDs,-The annual meetings ef the
Woman's J'orcign Missionary Society have newbe-
comne an institution of our Church. Tbey are ufimis-
takable marks of our own pregress, and most
favourable vantage ground for taking an enlarged
view et the world-wide mission fields, " now whiten-
ing to the harvest." I believe that, next to prayer,
netbing can be more helpfui to the decpening et our
mutual interests, and the promnoting of our unitcd
strength as a Christian society, tban these conferences.
Such an occasion has brought us happily together
now, and we trust that our visit to Peterboro' and
your return visit to Toronto will prove a great source
of blessing.

This is a precious opportunity for holding friendly
intercourse, conferring together, exchanging thoughts,
making suggestions, stating difficuities, compari ng
means and resuits. In Ehort, we know how mucb is
gained by meeting face to face, for says the wise man
(Prov. xxvii. 17), "As iron sharpeneth iron, 50 a man
sbarpeneth the countenance of bis friend." We are
flot seeking s0 much to be "sbarpened"» as to be
warmed and encouraged ; as in Parliarnent, deputies
are concerned flot only with the particular interests
of one district, but with the welfare of the whole
country, s0 with the servants of Christ, they are
idcntified not with one congregation only, but with the
whole kingdomn of God. One leader, one army, one
enemy, one aim. How deiigbttui to breathe in the
pure atmospbere of the Gospel! The Lord bas been
biessing your Cburch and our Church, and many
Churches. We bave corne down to enjey the refresh-
ing influences of such a season. This is one of the
favoured places round about the bihl of God, wbich is
Zion, the strongheld of missionary power, and the

derived from the officiai name of Christ, Anointed;
the Lord Christ means Ooawer as well as office.1
must give you the benefit of an extract frem the vOl'
urne of a recent able writer on missions, who says*
IlInterest in the work of missions, and the understafld
ing of it, depend entirely on a personal faith in the
Gospel te overcome the world, on a belief of the
promises of Scripture, on a love te the Savieur O
sinners, and on gratitude for grace already veuch'
safed te ourselves. It is net the world, but truc bc-
lievers who must carry on missions; and he, Wh'O
would aid miisienarics in their labour of love, all'Î
assist in furthering it, must, by an inward life ot taitbi
become ene ef thernsclves. If that be omitted, «0
are without the never-failing spring." Whcn the
Sun of Righteousness bas arisen with bealing in 14is
wings, What is the resuit ? IlTbey shali go forth,"
spread eut frorn selflshness, look around, "ifor the
earth is the Lord's ; ail seuls are His." Same Chris'
tians are as fi )wers, beautiful and fragrant, but slefl
der and wcak. Others must be strong and useful,
"dserving their generatien," honouring God and aid-
ing man.

The missionary cause is iife-work with some, let it
be heart-werk with ail. When Christians are bealth'
tui, and soul-prespering, they seek and enjey spiritual
liberty te de the Lord's werk ; as tbey grew, tbCY
increase in knewledge, grace and strength ; their arfl
becomes nerved fer the Lord's service, and their teet
are prepared te run th.- King's errands. When the
chains ef spiritual bondage or indifférence faîl off, it ig
net for the hands te be idle or the feet te be statienary.
Ne ! The angel who was sent te deliver Peter teld
hin te "Irisc quickly." The apostle's personal safetl
being now secure *ght a littie selt-indulgence net bC
excusable? Ne! on risc quickly." The epportW»
nity rnay be lest! It was flot with the liberated apo5'
tic as with the child prephet who was bid te "dlie
dewn again." No; "dSamuel did net yet know the
Lord, neither was the word of the Lord yet revealed
te him." With the commrand, te "darise," go forth
and do it quickly, there was by the same voice a salu'
tary check put upan the apostle's wented impetuositl
and rashness ; he might have rushcd eut unbiddefl,
and then in bis ewn wcakness, weuid he net have
failed? Prepare for work, tggird thyscf" prepare
for geing forth, "dbind on tby sandals; prepare fcr
obedient service, Idcast tby garment about tbcc anld
follew me." Like bis own bcaled cripple, would he
net now walk and leap and praise God? fulfilling the
words et the great prophet, IlYe shah net go eut with
haste or by ligbt, fer the Lord will go betore yeu, aiid
the Ged et Israel will be your rcreward.»

"Just as he toucbed the mnartyr's valm
He turas him te bis task b-I 0w.

Missiensbave been well defined te be "the embedied
courage of the Churcb, the toucb-stone et ber fait
and ber unchanging boe, the world-subduing Chri5'
tianity et deed." IdThe present," says Professer
Christiieb, in bis Universai Survey et Missions, di S,
thank Ged,' a century et werid-wide missions, sucb a5
have neyer been. More than ail preceding genera'
tiens, can we take up the psairn, I"AIl the ends et the
earth bave seen the salvation et our Ged." I b ave,"
said the Rev. Mr. Parkhurst, atter baving made e'
jeurney round the world, Idnowbere seen a new bea'
then temple, ail old and dilapidated." Is net thi5
cheering news for us, fricnds ?Ib Te idols shall be
abolisbed." The missionary map et to-day is muci'
larger than that et fity years age ; and yct, in prO,
portion te the immense magnitude et the work, ho«
weak our aggressive ferce; how small the number 0!
our salvation army ! I"But it is net by migbt, ner b
power, but by My Spirit," saith the Lerd. A iving, j

earaest, spiritual Church is beyond the chilling intl'
ence et indifference and unheliet. The smailest cofl
gregatien new that bas lite in it, proves its bealth aild
strength by stcpping inte the arena of missions. A
nen-missienary Church proves that the band et deati'
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