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SuT——
apostle in the text—tho witness of ou, Spirit, as
woll as that of the Spint of Ged. But that thoero
cannot suhsist tho tostunony of our own Spirit to
our adoption, unless precedod by tho direct attesta-
tion of tho Spint of God, 15 what we undertake to
prove.

It is allowed by theso theologians who weuld su-
persode tho direct winess that the inferential ovi-
detce wo onjoy of our salvation, is founded upon
perceived agremont of our state with the Scripture
charactoristies of 2 child of God. These character-
istics are what tho Apostle calls the * fruit of the
Spirit,” and of which ho presents us with the fol-
lowing onumeration Gal. 5. 22, Love, joy, poace,
long-suffering, gentloness, gocdness, faivh, meckaess,
tomperance.”  Now it is porfectly obvious, that this
rich assomblage of graces discriminative of thoso
who are Christ’s, must dwell in us, beforo a con-
aciousness that wo possess thom cax, on th's grouad,
generate a persuasion that we are Christ’s. Take
tho first mentioned as an elucidative example. No
maa whaose heart is nat pervaded and sanstified by
the love of Gud, is authorised m enncluding that ho
is rogenerated.  But he cannot be conscious that he
loves God till be dors love him.  This is self-ovidont.
How thoo, we twould enquire, is the love of God
ociginated in his heart? “ Wo lave him because he
first Yoved us,” is tho appropriate answer. We can-
not love God till we aro first assured that he loveth
us ; we cannot loce him as ckildren, ull we arc con-
vinced of his paternal affection.  Who or what car
operate this conviction? * What man knoweth the
things of a man save the Spint of a man wiich is
in him? oven the things of God knoweth no man,
but the Spirit of God.™ Of our personal interest in
tho love of God, we must then, forever remamn 1y-
porant, uniess the knowledge is conveyed to us In
tho interior revelation, or (in other words, the) di-
roct witness of the Spimt.  The conclusion is irre-
sistible: the direct witness of the Sprrit of God, 15
essential to the creation of the very ground-work of
the inferential evidence of our adoption, aud there-
fore, without the former the latror cannot exist; as
ou the other hand so soon as tho former is commu-
picated, that moral changeis efiected in the recipent,
wheneo he devives the additional testimony of ius
own Spirit, that he hath passed from death unto
lifo.

In perfect accordance with the view which we
bavo taken of the eminently important subject of
the present decision, aro numerous puassages of the
Now Testament, deseriptive of the disnoguished,
and glorious privileges of the childron of God. * At
that day said our blessed Lord to his disciples, ye
shall hnow that I am in my Fcther, and you in me,
aud Uin you * He that hatb my eommandments
and kcepeth them, ho it is that loveth mo; and ho
that loveth me shalt be loved of my Father, and I
will love him, and will manifest myself unto him."”
{Jobn 14, 20, 21.) Speaking of his frst reception
of the grace of life, Paul thus records the memorable
ovent, It pleased God, who separated mo from
my Mother’s womb, and called me by his graze, 0
reveal his Sox in me.” (Gal. 1, 13, l(‘)y) And so far
was ho from regarding his exzlted Em‘ile;m in this
respect as peculier to himself, that he explicitly re-

resents ** Christ in™ believers (and how could hebe
1n them but by a similar rovelation ?) * the hope of
glory" as the olevated and inspiring theme of his
ministry. An extract from Bishop Pearson’s in-
comparablo ExrosiTion oF Tite Creepn, imbody-
ing several Scripture citations, if possible still less
suzeeptible of equivocation :—that the Spirit's direct
testimony is the commen privilege of gonuioo chris-
tians. * Itis tho offico of the Holy Ghost,” says
the very lvarned and Orthadox Prelate * to assure
us of tho adoption of sons, to create in us a sense of
the paternal love of God towards us, to give us an
aarncst of our everlastivg nberitance. Zhe love of
God is shed atroad w our kearts by the Holy Ghost
ewkick is given unlo us.  For as many as ave led by
the Spint of Qod are the Sons of God. And because
e arc sons God has sent forth the Spirit of his Son
into oxr hearts crying Abba Father. For 10e have
not received the Spirit of bondoge again o fear ; but
we have roceived the Spint of adoption, whereby we
cry Alba Father. The Spint @self bearerh twitness
with our Spirit that we are tke children of God.  As,
therofore we are born agam hy the Spir't, and re-
ccive from him, our sogeneration, so we are also
assured by the same Spirit ofadoption ; und because
boing sons wo aro also Aeirs, heirsof God, and joint

—

heirs with Christ, by tho samo Spirit wo havo the

lodgo or rather, tho earnest of our inheritance. I'or

¢ which establisketh us in Christ and hath anointed
us in God, who hath also sealed us, and given us the
earnest of his Spirit in our hearts ; so that we are
sealed with that Holy Spirit of promise, which is the
earnest of our inkevitance until the redemption of the
purchased possession.

MISSIONARY INTELLIGENCE.

ANNUAL MEETING OF THF WESLKYAN-METHODIST
M1SS1IONARY $QCIETY.

Conlinued.

The Rev. Jawmes Parsons of York, sccouded the
Resolution in the fullowing address :—

My Christian Mriends,—In rising for tho purpose
of seconding the Resulution which has unow been
prapused, [ must be allowed, iv the first instauce,
to oxpress my pratitude, that [ am allowed 10 as-
semble with snother Christian dend *aination, hold-
ing, however, the Tlead in coromon with those 1o
whom I more particularly belong; and to return
my thanks to tho Secretaries of this Tustitution,
whio have invited me to come fosward to plead that
canse, which is the cause, notof a party or of a
nation, but of Christianity itself- the cause of man,
the cause of God. Thero is in a meeting which is
a-sembled ander such auspices, en such an occasion,
and with such an objeet as the present, an end. a
pursuit, an aspeet, a character, which cannot but
ctevate and envoblo the Christian mind. ‘There is
uow a complete refutation given to the ill-owcned
predictions of the oppenents of Mi_sions, who have
spoken of the exertions of a Missiopary character as
the aberrations of centhusiasm, that would soonsink
down aod decay in the shades of death.  But these
oxertions have been proved to exhibit principles
which aro pure in their natere, and influential in
their power; and Ithink it is seen, and will be more
so, that tho Missionary flame has not been lighted
by any human havd, but by that fire wwhich burns so
Lrightly on the aitars of heaven. Can we look
upon the aspect of the world without believing that
we are new commencing that era which shall re-
store the face of nature, and bring back the uuiveorse
to God? Itipust be remembered that the Missi-
anary cause is proposed to us s onc of the institu-
tions of the Gospel ; which imposes upen all its
votaries to mmmln. by all meauns, the diffusion of
its principles and influence upou the mwisds and
consciences of others. Al Christians will confess
that ours is a rehizion which strives for progreosive
advancement ;. a religion which aims at conquest;
a religion which cavnnt have its designs aclueved
till its truths and influcoce are introduccd wherever
the footsteps of man can be fonnd 5 nnd there never
can be tho cousumtmation of what is deaigned in the
Gospel, till our Divine Losd and Saviour hulds the
empire of the Globe. I may remiud you that this
work is confided to those who are the disciples of
Christ : aud we are undor a positive law of that
God who has made us and preserved us, and befure
whose dread tribunal we aro at last to stand, to go
forth ¢ teaching all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father, and of the Sou, aud of the
Holy Ghost;” making koown to thein thoso doe-
trinos which are essential to the salvation of man
without restriction. There is no possibility of re-
tiving from the obligation under which wo are placed;
it is stamped by the authority of the sacrifice of the
Redeemer’s blood : for we know, as the Apostle
states, that * if onodied for all, then were aill dead
aud that * he died for all, that thiy which live
should not heueeforth live unto ther ielves, but vuto
him which died for them, and rose again.” In ad-
vocating the cause with which wo are connected,
and of the propagatien of which we speak, wo ro-
mark that it is 21tended by one gencral faet, which
ought to make a far deeper impressicn on the minds
of Christions than it bas dotic.~~'Fhat aimongst the
unenlightened nations of the carth. there is a cha-
racter involving the existonco of those priaciples
which are demoralizing and destructive to the hu-
man race. That character was brought forth and
placed in a strikiug and paipable Yight, when Chris-
tians first went forth to propagate the Gospel; aud
what was then the case 15 tlie case uwow ; and from
this the groat argument was derived for the genoral

dissomination of the great systemt of the Gospol

amongst mankiod : for if there had boen any thing
ilie an inherent_ principle of gooduess n man, the
greatargument for tho propagation of Christianisy
would have heen much enfeebled in its attack; i€
would have appoared much nore qualified in ity
Justice, and much less imperious in its necossity 3
for it was founded upon this great fact, that alf
mankiad, w hother rude or civilized, whether learned
or iguerant, whether bond or freo, were all sunk in
degradation, foul, impious, and accursed ; and thay
all the world was guilty beforo God. The Hea-
thenistn we are now opposing bears the vory same
character ; just as wera tho facts, and the consequent
arguments, in the times of the Apostles, stand the
facts and the arguments now; and thero is even an
incronso of palpabihity to the fact; and of conclu-
siveness to the argument. 'The splesdoursin which
aucient superstition and idelatyy weve epshnned,
have now melted and died away, with the advane-
ing light of the times; and we now sce nothing in
idolatry butits degradation, deformity. und woe.
ft docs not appear, nsin former times, clothed and
veiled, and tinselled ; it now appoars besmeared
with the lees of sensuality, and stained with blood;
the object of unmingled horror and disgust. There
is no alleviating virtue io the whole; thore is no
benuty of fiction, no clegance of taste, no splendovr
of imagmation, no dignity of intcllect; 5t is all
coarse, andsensual, and grovelhog, and vuigar. ht
no jonger soars with the ambition of a demon; it is
sunh down to a level with thebrute; and those who
have had the best opportumtios, in modern times, of
ascertaining its charactor, will prove, as hrs beeo
proved 1n the statemen*s ol this day, the justoess of
the charge made agawmstit.  We speak the lauguage
of truth and soberness. my brethren, when we state
that thase regions of the carth, amongst which we
urge you to propagates the Gospel of Christ, wre
sunk and blasted bencath the most tremendous curse
that can fight upon the heads, and destroy the hopes
of mankind. The master demon has waved over
thum the iron enchautment of hus sceptro 5 itishe
who bas formed their gods, whe has built their
tewples, crected thewr altars, arranged their cere-
monies, and fostered therr crimes.  He hasgone and
stnlked abroad there, rolhug the thunders hefove
him; and cavrying the whirlwicd in bis train, swezp-
g away all that was far, and lovely, and beauti
ful; and stampmng the wide, the universal impress
of +'n, and misery, and guit, and woe ; and seck-
ing to consummate all by gathering the millions
whom he has enslaved, and hurhng them into the
horrors and darkness of his Paudemoniumw for over.
Is it needful now for me to asik the questian whe-
ther yeu ought to propagate the Gospel? Nos it
isanwmsult which you would spurn (rom the thres-
hold of your hearts. The only question now is,
whether fromn the very brief statement which | have
given of idolitry, thero should notbe a firm con-
viction resting upon our minds, as individuals, and
as a collected assembly, that Christianity is a sys-
tem which, when comununicated # heathen and
unenhizhtencd nattons, will coutrol their transgres-
sions, supply their wants, correct their disorders,
and increase thetr felicity 7 And who doubts it?
At the very comwmencement of Jdie Christizs carveer
it was prowised to civiized and to barbarous nati-
ons that this should be the case by our glorified
Redeemer, when, from the shiine of his glory, e
appceared to his Apostle, and said, «1 scm? thee to
open their eycs, and to tury them from darkness to
hight, and from the power of Satan unto God ; that
they iay receive forgiveness of sms, aad ioheri-
tauce among them which are sauctificd by faith
that is in we.” }ero was at ogee the value of the
constitution with the majesty of the end; and so
does it resyain now, and so shall it1emain for ovor.
We may now thiak of the period of perplexity,
how Chrstizmty guidesit; of the season of sorrow,
how Christinnity consoles its of the hour of sick-
ness, how Chiistiamty strengthens it ; of the bed
of death, haw Christinoity smooths it; of the dark-
ness of the sopulebre. how Christianity disperses it;
of the fear of pecdition, how Christianity quells it;
and the hope of salvation, bow Cliristianity con-
firms 1t; and could we draw back tho veil which
conceals the secrets of ymmortality, how many mil-
lions shouid wo seo of those who wore once peni-
tents and helievers on carth, but are now basking
in the sun-lght of ctermty, and joiping in the songs
of angels,” in ascribing salvation to God and the

Lamb. And let but this system go fcrth in all the



