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HIANS FINGERHUT'S FROG-LiESSON.

A FAIRV TALE

Long ago,.almos,, oa't of recollcction, there lived in a1
smali towrI in a %voody Gerruan valicy a poct flan'2(1
Hans IFir.gca-hut. blo had corne from thie far 1.'i t
sonlu%,-hcàe, and liad traveltcd inany years with lus haa-p
from court to court aaîd hli to liait, buying lais bread
%vith songs tlîat the gentlefolk at first ivere never tired of
hcaring. But Hans Fingcrhtit's desia-es were of the
largcst He iongcd for unmlimitedi good living, sympatiîy,
ar.d above ait, for praise. But it seecd to lm that the
fuather be traveltcd the tess tic îvorld liad to give him.
Other pocts receivcd as much praise as lie; and tiiose
who wcrc of better figure -and ircaring w'ire more succcss-
fui in many things than lie. Many a rebuif and rnany an
il! deed bcfclI bim. Ther. lais song.sbegatnto ga-ow p'cvishi
and querulotas, and men wou!ld no longer listen to tlîem
-is they had *,nc to the fresh and joyous ones of lais youth.
i-lis querulousncss grew to anger. His haa-p-sta-ings no
longer tremblcd ti, the recital of îa'ondca-fui and beautifuil
tting-; but s'nrickrd and thundca-cd %vith songs fuîl of
%,.r.-th and bitt-rncss. The great people turned hilm from
thea- gates ; an-d iii despair lic ba-oke his lîarp, rentcd a
stal! in tue toavn, aud became a tailor-for lic liad been
apprenticed to that trade in ]lis youtli. Ait day lic seced
ai.d stitched, anîd scoivlcd at the *,assers-by, a.id liall the
night lie waidcrcd about the streets, scrawvling satires on
thc gates of ai! whi the people honorcd. Nothing pros-
pered %viti hlm. Oftcaî as he sat and scvjed, great soiîgs
semed to corne to hlm, beautifi visions aaîd thoughts
thiat dawred on hin amud sta-ove to combine ivith the a-est-
icss araeloy in bis soul ; but Uic rcmcembrarce of bis dis-
appointmcents and foa-loan condition. always '.ia-ncd thcmn
into chants so da-cadfui and fea-ocious that itido childa-en
iverc afraid to pass lais door. At samch tianes lus cutting
and scwiaig ail went %vrong, and people a-cfuscd to pay hlm
for bis sba.-pclcss %vorkz.

At hast one dlay, driven to distractioan, ho Icit bis staîl
and passcd niway out of the toivii, determinced nover to re-
tur-il. Evcrytliing scmcd to mock hlm as lie %valkcd ; the
blue sly and- the frcsh green earth, Uic somîg of tic birds,
the pipiaîg of thc crickets nid grassI oppers, Uic uîiad in
tîxe trees and the ctink or tlîc cowý-bcll, ai s full of fair
deligiat-and comtcntmctnt. Tlae f; rthacr lic ivent the fiercer
lae grew. Hc curscd th ic eavcris and the caa-th and ail]
happy and beautiful things in thcmt.

*At iast lac came to a foi-est and then to a littie sta-eam
a-umiaing among stones and fc.ltcni moss-grown ta-cs. More

* than evea- tic clhcery aipptc anîd mua-mur of tie ivater
angcrcd hlim. It semcd to say to him-." Hou' vcry mis-
crabie you ar-c, to, bc sua-c, Hall.s Fi;îgerhut, you dislievehl-
cd outcast; sc how happy 1 amn and Iiow dclightfully I

si,,,. And Hansý Fihgcrlaut bcgan to fiing stones ito
the strcarn; but .neyer hccdcd. Ew'ry stone tlaat lac

fl ung mnade the water ripple and dancc and sing the merdier,
and the biggcr tic stnes tic louder the son-. Thien lie
scizcd a grcat stick and stirrcd tic strcam, and raiscd ttîick
clouds of i-jud, so that Uic watcr ran away ycllov aîîd foui;
but tii- song neyer ceascd. At last iii hîs rage lie lcapcd
into it Iiimqclf, aaid kickcd and daaîccd, and laslied tic
ivater with bis stirk tii lic was tircd. But wlicn lie ivas
donc Ilic strcamn stiti rippled rouind lais lcgs an pi.-rfect coai-
tcntmncnt. Wca-y, ivet and disractcd, lac laid bimseif
dlowvn on tic bank among the ferais, anad afier a long whilc
fcll into a sound sep.

Uce had flot becai long asleep, lic tiaougbit, w~lien seine-
thipg pricked him slîaaply on the cend of tic nose, aaad lie
awokc vitha a great start, for bc}iold, thicrc stood beside
him a more curjous and beautifut fltticeclf tlîan lie lîad
ever describcd in any of bis old time sonýs. Ile was not
more than .. foot bigb. Uc %vore for a biat a big tlaistle
bloom, lîollowcd otat on Jlîe underside so as to fit bis licad.
His jcrki- %vas made of the whiite pctais of the water-lily,
wvondcr-uaIy picced togethier, and buttonied with caiinson
seeds. His liose aand stocl'ir-gý %vere made ot ~''down of
the most dclicatcider catkiis, wovcaî in an elfin ioomn; lis
sliocs of thc thickcst golden petais of tic marslî-nîarigoid,
laccd wviti silver tlîreads of flax , arouiad bis shouiders was
cast for a maiîtlc a ga-cat Icaf of thc watca-iily, and ini his
lîand he hcld a sprig of thistie, %'itlî the spikced blade of
which be had prickced Hamîs Fingerlîut on Uhc nose. Hc
lîad liflle kecen, calm biue cycs, a soit >'ciiow beard tlaat
rcached to hi1, %vaist, aaîd long ycllow bair that hung and
curled in dca!catc fringcs over thc great grec,% water-4ily
mantie.

The clf lookcd ver>' stcraîiy at Hians Fingerbut.
"IWrctchcd mortal" lie said, "you bave disturbed my
beautifiul strcam, because it retains forever the pcace and
giadncss which you by your own fault have lost ; bccause
it sings to you, as you once sanîg imlpcrfcctly in you- youth;
b.'tcausc it teaches yoaa a wvondcrftai lesson wvhicl you arc
no%,, too blind and dcgradcd to undca-staaad. In yoursongs
long ago you interpreted tic song of thc streamn more than
once, but not rigly>. Do you kaîow it aîow ? "No,"
answcrcd I-ans Fiaigea-hut, I bl ave 11o hcart aaowadays to
intca-prct anytbiaîg buit w'at is daa-kad dismaý-l." "Tii,"
satid the cl,« 1 wvill turn you into a frog and you iust rc-
main a frog untii you find out thic meaaing of tic strearn-
song." So saying lie pa-icked tic poct * again i ith the end
of the thîistlc-staff and Hans Fingerbut sank dowaî imîto a
great frog, with wcbbcd feet, wvide îagiy miouth, aaîd staring
eycs.

Thc clf wvas gone and for maaiy houa-s Flans sat on the
bank of thc stream utterl>' stusined and w.-etchied, lae félt
b'znsclf so clurnsy -nîd ugiy, and more than ever îasclcss.
The grass, whîiclî a feuv houa-s ago he lîad bruslic'i asidc
%vith bis strong fect, now toiýcrcd high abovc bis hciud, and
the thick wccds huaîg so close and a-ank arouaîd andI above
hM that lic could scaa-ccly thimîk of pcncta-ating tlicrn. At
ist, howvvca, lic grcw ver>' hungry and feui to smîapping at


