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at à very late one, but generally starts frorn its parenit hive be-
tween ten in the morning to three or four in Oie afieraoûn,
although instances have been known of swarms starting es early
as seven in the morning, and as laie as five in the afternooni.
This instinct is useful enough t0 the proprietor who is anxiously
expecting a swarm, as he.need flot commence his watch before
seven or eight, and is relensed about four. It seems rather
strange _that the riglitfil queen should always go oIT vvith the
swarin instead of remaining in office and sending the newly
emancipateti princess, if she may be so called, to takie charge of
the swarm. But so it is, and almost every queen-beeowes her
throne to usurpation, anti wiil iii ail probability, if she lives long
enougli, be dispossesseti of it by the samne mneans. She make's a
terrible disturbance, though, before she does set off; and were
the bees possessed of reason, we might almost think that they
lefi the hive for the salie of peace andi quietness. At ail avents
the old queen uÈes her experience to some purpose, for she wii
flot leave her former kingdom unless the day is a very fine one.

So, gradually, quiet is restored. And then. we may see the
nurse-bees once more at wvork,,etigaged not oniy in tending the
ordinary young, but in what ma.y be called thé culminating
point of their annual labours, the helpingr forth into, the world
the royal scio'ns, andi from wvhich they, %vill supply their own
queenless realm. They accordingly scrape away from one of
'the royal celis the -wax that bas been so lavishly bestowed
upon il. Doubt flot but they kuowv wliieh is the right one, that
ia 10 say, wvhere lies the oldest of the young unborn queeîis.
Andi here is exhibiteti another remarkable. exampte of the bee-
provision. TJhe eggs in the royal eells wvere ail laid wvith an

interval of at least a day between each. Nov.'w that they are
coming 10 maturity accordingly, they corne flot altogether, but
in due succession, by wvhich means the bees, as ;ve shall see,
have time to kno'v how many of themn they shall want, and ha
able to provide accordingly. [n due lime thei royal pupa withjn.
obeys the stirring influences that caîl upon ber to burst har ce-
rament., andi she would at once emerge int perfect life, but that
the nursa.bees, who keap watch and ward over her, knowing
wbat is good for lier baller than she doas herself as yet, imme.


