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THE IDEALS 0F THE OLD TESTAMENT.

Il.-THE IDEAL SAINT.

BY THE REV. PROF. SCREMGER, D.I>.

Stricty spcaking, the ideal saint oughit to be identical wvith
the ideal man, and the themie of this paper mnight liave been
covered under the titie of the previous one. The more es-
peciafly as it wvas then pointcd out that the Jewisli concep-
tion of ideal nianhooi w'as, alhnost purely an ethical on1e.
But thc point is one of sufficient importance to cail for soine-
what fuller trcatment than it then received. For, even as-
sumiing that the, national conception of the ideal saint is an
ctliical. on1e, there are stili varions types of ethical ideals. It
is a matter of imiportance -which of these is to be regarded as
the domninant one in their literature, and liow far the true
nature of an ethical ideal is reafly iinderstood.

IRoughly speaiking, we mîiy distinguishi at least four types of
character that have a claim to be considercd as ethically wor-
thy. First of ail there is the cereinonial type, whli is dis-
posed to mnalze, much of ritual and to, seek the attaiument of
holiness througli the punctilious observance of forms which
reglula,ýte conduct in a somiewhat artificial. wiqy, under thc direc-
tion of superior authority. Then next there is the ascetie
type, which seeks the same end through the morti-fication
of the fiesh. It regards t1he body as a clog to the soul, and
therefore endeavors to reduce its influence to the lowest
dimensions by denying it everýy indulgence or gratification
that it is possible to cnt off and stili live. Thirdiy, -we find
a confessional type, which exaits knowledge or orthodoxy as
the guarantee for fighlt action, and attaches the highcst imi-
portance to soiund viewvs of trnth, especiaily, suicli truthi as has
been revealed through properly accreditcd agents in the past.
And -finally we bave the spiritutal or iniY stical type, which


