
PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGB JOURNAL.

publislled blUNTIII.y dutring tite.Session (front Octobcr to April, bath
ineltziVé) oit WthalfOf the ALMA MATRu SOciiMr Of thc PREtS-

IlakI COLL.x«:, Moraî .Q

JoII~ MIcuEL., 8, - A..AGIN. ED)ITOR.
kEv. D>. 1,. %McCRA, 79,REV. W. .Dv M.A.,'5 ASSOCIATE EITORS.
WV. T. 1IERRIDGEI, IL A-, '83,

REX. A. Bl. CtuctiEt, ', J.IAtVYMCCR,',

1Fifly cents l'CrSt--sion iii atvace. Sinîgle Copie& Ten cents; ExtraS
to subscuibcrs Five cents cacli.

Reinit t>v P'ost Office Ortler, ptocUitble at any Mfoliy Ortlr OfRICc
in the Dominion ; rate for $4.00 Or unider, two cents.

JOURN~AL for Sale nt DrySdalC'S, DIIwSOn Bros., and Other City
boukscliers.

Ali communications aind cxchanges trust bc addresscd to the

I'ESBTEIA COLLECE JUURNAL,

Mlont?ai, P. Q., Canada.

IMONrREAL, P.Q., _ý1ARCH AND APRIL, z882.

N bidding aur rcadcrs a fond and final adieu, it is
dsrable wc should scck to lightcn the labours of

our successors in office b*v idi cating such an arrange-
ment as wvoulti save themn mucli trouble, and insure tinicly
and correct information conccrning aur graduates. Dur-
in- t past session it has been a task somcthing like
looking for a nccdlc ini a hay-stack ta get even a stray
item of information concernin; saine of our graduates,
whos4. work is flot without grcat interest, and worthy of
bcing known. It is useles to, ask thesc gentlemen ta
communicatc information conccrning theniselves ; their
charactcristic modesty is an insuperable barrier; wc 'wont
evcn suggcst such a nmethod. Somc anc bas hinted that
the oni>' truc solution oi the mattcr is to bc found in gct-
tin, tic convcers of scwing-circles in thc different con-
gregations ta enter iiito correspondence, but even this
schemc bas its difficulties, the JOURNAL bCing liinited in
spacc, and plcdgcd to communicate fact rather than fic-
tion ta its ingenious readers. %Vc only know of anc way
in which the difficulty can bc avercomne, and that is by
aur graduatcs-who arce mcmbcrs; of thc saine Presbytcry
-appointing one af their number to correspond with
the cditorial committce IVill thcy be kind enough

10o carry out this suggestion, and scnd any information
they may have ta the nianaging editors on and after thc
:5 th af September ncxt, when the flrst numbcr of aur
third volume will bc in preparatian, and also sec that ail
subscriptions arc iorthcoming i'n ad-ýwe.

]T1onbap Lectures.
Monday, à3th March.-The Principal gave the con-

tinuation of his previaus lecture an the IlIrreverent Spirit
af the Age." (Sec No. V., page 56.)

Tiiefour points already> illustratcd as being causes of
the irreverent spirit ai the age are-

1. It springs froin vulgar ignorance.
Il. Degrading toi] and povert>'.
M1. Is fostcred b>' the domination ai great secular

interests, and
IV. %Vant of power in the fessons af the pulpit.

V. Consider now that this spirit arises frai» the
speculations of the devotees af the natural science.s. I
do flot condemu speculation and thcory, perse, these are
in(lispensible ta the advancement ai huma» knowledge
and science. W'J must conjecture beore we can dis-
caver. I don't depreciate nor condenin the sciences in
question, nor the study af them, nar belittle thase Who
study thein. Ta do that would be foolish and wrang.
Wce have no fear as theologians. "«Truth is like a
torch, the marc it is shaken it shines." Yet, many Who
have studied these sciences have become atheistical in
their nations ; others pantheistical, agnastic, or mater-
ialistic. It empties te humait heart, of rcverence. 'The
Iotver orders follow those above thern whose utterances
are in accordance with the inclinations of their own
hearts. We must nat become alarmists nor indulge in
invective. To show ourselves competent judges af the
things af which we speac, we must becomne the peers
in knawledge af thase whose opinions we dispute.

VI. It is prontoted in a large degree by the secular
and irreverent press ai the day. We must be careful ta
recognize the power of the press for good. The church
bas not availcd herseli of tbis as she inight, especially
in Canada. In the secular press ai to-day there is a
grcat power exercised by anonymous scribblers. Many
af those who write in the papers; are half-cducated and
unprincipled. Thcy are prafessianal scandalmongers
and tale-bearers. Sacred subjects pcrtaining ta God
and Chris*, dcath, resurrection, and future glory, arc af-
te» treated with *irreverence and shocking familiarity,
and those most remarkable for their succcss in this
are ver>' much lauded by the public. Wemnust pray for
those who guide the press. We need active ineasures.
The dissemination ai cheap and bealthy literature.

VII. Defective training ini our familles and schoals.
This is a ver>' wide field, though flot universal. It cari-
not be denicd that silence on divine tbings, and per-
sistent activity in regard ta what is purely secular bas
a groat tendency ta pramote irreverence. As wit-
ness te exclusion of the Bible front the schools.

VIII. It is pramated by unsecmnly strifé amontr re-
ligions denaminations. MVen five or six churches are
crowded together in ane little village, diligently excam-
7nunicating anc another, godless men will corne te te
conclusion that the leaders of them arc not iufluenced
bya regard ta thc gloryof God and the salvation of sauls.

IX. A manifest lack of faith and courage and honest
determination of the churches ta preach te Gospel to
cvciy creature. Waorldly men -reasan front aur profes-
sion ai consecration to God's service ta the vast =ia-
jority af the huma» race left without the knowlcdgc af
salvatian. The church's mauth is shut by tili She
can oni>' rcmcdy this by sending out dozens of men like
Dr. Mackay, or Formosa. The remedy is that God
should pour int the hearts of studets, anid profemsas,


