learn, pmnnw \vcll Wllh this owoptmx. n()lhln"‘
new has been attempted on this creek the pnucnt
~GiLs0IL.

“The benches of Lower Antler Creek. now mined
exclusively by Chinese, continue to yield tair re-
wrns. On tie upper portion ot the ereck, the Yel-
ow  Lion Co’s cliim has puid verv well for the
amount of work accomplished.  The difliculty
procuring a supply of’ water during the dry season
ot the year is a serious drawback to this company.
The Nuson Co, which has now the most complete
ad effective machinery on any mine in the dis
wict, i3 at the present time just starting vork under-
ground.  The shareholders in this company have
Sushed ahead their extensive works during the sea-
«on with vigour, and now believe that thc.\ will be
siecessful in finally proving the value of their
nound during the ecoming winter,

«The Waverly I[\(h‘.mhc Co., of Grou-e Creek.
hus made o-nml progiess dmmtr the season, and
ndging from  the appearance of the gravel in
the * firce.” have at last reached ground that il pay;
but, owing to a large cave latein the fall, they were
mable to make a “wash-up.”  Little has to be
and regarding Lightning  Creek or its tributaries.

md i~ perhaps, the only claim on the ereek ]n.l\'nw
wer fair wages.  Legislation would appear to be re-
pired in view of the lu"c extent of ground Leld on
Lightning Creek. by .lh~011t00~ under a * real estate’
ile, whereby the project of bringing up a bed-rock
Irain is compictely blocked. It 1s<lvmntel_\ known
a very large extent of this ground from the
swn ot Stanley down, would yield handsome re-
ans, were the same properly drained.

= On Slough Creckand Devil's Canyon, discoveries
u the high hem]ne~, and in some instances well up
he <ide~ of the mount: 1in, continue to be made.
wrwe number of Chinese have worked here during
e summer, in some instances taking ot exceed:
url\ good pay. A few whites i we taken up
lims which they will work by hydraulic pressure.
here a supply of water can be secured.  One com-
any on Slough Uecl\ is at present running a tun-
o for a hill chan: ey which is thougiit to exist. 1
gret to say the company who, laust < season, applied
r and obtained from the Government, permission
»lease a large extent of'the deep gwuml on Rlough
reck, has tailed, so far, to effect an orgunization.

= Returns sent in from the Quesnellemouth Poll-
¢ Division show a shight increase in the gold pro-
Xt of that division over last scason.
“The closing of the .\ssay Oflice at Barkerville is
It to be i severe loss to the community. It not
ulv occasions a direct loss to the miner in a depre-
ation of the value of his gold dust, but will have :
adency to discourage qn.ut/. pxmpunnsz, as it
aes ts without the means of testing the value of
Ly minerals which may be found. The oflice hav-
¢ become so nearly bclt-\n\mmmg, it is hoped
at the Government will succeed in finding a pro-
aly qualified assayer, and cause the office to be
cin opened.

- The tollowing is an approximate estimate of the
Id yield of the “district tor the year 1884, exclu-
e ot Omineca :—

of

The (J\]n es~ elaims on Dunbar Flat { purchased last |
wear by the Chinese), has paid e\(Luhngl) well,.

Ty 1{1,601'1?(' S 01' 1;’1{11‘1511 (OLUJI]}L

A

Barkerville Poliing Division |, |153,600

Lighomg Creck  , .0 L. TS000

OQuesnellemouth  ,0 .0 L TTH60

Keathley Creek ” Cee. LS UR 5
Estimated yield from date ¢ 95

to J1st December. §orereeet : 25,000
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“ But little has been doue in the way of devel- |
}

oping our quartz mming industry during the sea-
son. The Burns Mountain Quartz \llmngr Co.,
(limited), indeed pushed ahead their tunnel to a
point where it was expected the ledge would
be found, but, failing to strike which. the “work was
suddenly stopped for some time. They have. how-
ever, just resumed operations, and will continue the
tunnel some distance further.

“Tae Dominion Quartz Ledge Co , whose mine is
situated some 30 miles south of Barkerville (re-

ferred to in my report of last year), sentout pros- -

pectors during the summer, who su¢ :ceeded in sink-
ing on the led're 2 feet, und cross-cutting it at that
dcpth. They bmu«rht in some of the rock, which it
is proposed to send to San Francisco for a test.

“It is reported that the Messrs. Girod, late of
0uc~ndlo, now in France, have suceeeded in boud-
ing the Sadoux quartz mine near Mosquito Creek, to
2t unnp.m\ of Freuch C«l}’lfdll\tb, and that work will
be shortly commenced on the mine.

< In view of the early completion of the Canadian
Pactlic Railroad, many old Caribooites continue to
leave the dl\tllt,t with the objeet of making them-
selves homes somewhere along the line of railway,
while but few new comers .lppe.u to take their pla-

ces in theanines.  This state of affairs may be ex-
pected to continue until the completion of the rail-
rowd, when o re-ction will probably tuke place.
So t.u the construction and maintenance of the rail-
road has been most injurious to the interests of this
distriet,
tracted away
prising miners and prospectors, the maintenance of
that portion of the line gver which the cars now run,
has actuallv, owing to the exorbitant tarifl, increased
the prices ot all kinds of supplies in Cariboo. ‘This
fact will be better understood when it is known that
before any 1ailroad works were commenced 2 sufli-
cient number of ox-teams and pick-trains were em-
ployed on the road between Yale and Cariboo to
mecet ali requirements.

+ the rates for freight, many of the carriers disposed

of their stock, till, at the present time, the earrying |
| trade is in the hands of 2 few, who naturally make

all they can out of the situation; while merchants,
anticipating a fall in the freight rates on the com-
pletion of the railroad to bpcuu, s Bridge, withheld
their orders till late. LEven with ne scarcity
of teams on the Cariboo road, I am inYormed that

. some of those autu.tllb go to Yale for their loads,

© travelling from Spence’s B ridge to Yale and back,

a distance of 160 miles, loaded one way only, and
are able aucue»tull_y to compete with the railway

- company’s charges.

«] have ventured to say this much to show that
if the district appears to be on the decline, there
are other than local causes affecting its prosperity,
ag, to my knowledge quite a number of persous are
leaving the d!all‘l(.t owing to the unusually high
prices “of provisions. I am informed by merchants
here that the lowest freight rate from Victoria to

as, while the works of construction have at- |
a large number of our most eater- -

But, anticipating a fall in '




