B LT T T Pl oty y e vare g sppragoriiiat SOV

i

Yol vi., No. 5.

KAMLOOPS WAWA.

May, 1897

Kamloops, May 1, 1897.

With this number the Wawa
again becomes illustrated. Now
that the Indian Prayer Book in
cleven languages has been com-
pleted, we will be able to give
more time to improving the ap-
pearance of the little paper.

In this issue we have a few
cuts illustrating Pagan Rome in
the first centuries atter Chuist,
and, whenever possible, two or
three pages of illustrations will
be given in each issue of Wawa.

We are sorry that all the plates
for this issue were prepared and
made up belore a curious letter
came in from Alcali Lake, signed’
Pit N'hinaskret. If possible it will
be reproduced in the next issuc.

Going from Kamloops to Van-
couver, April 23rd, we ventured to
ask the News Agent on the train
if he had any amusing carica-
tures in his papers, and showed
him Pit's letter.

The first picture shows Pit last
fall at the top of his third big
stack of hay, with hat and hay
fork high in the air. “I have
now plenty of hay for the winter.
Let us go up in the woods and
kill and eat some deer in the
meantime.” The second shows
Pit as he must have felt after the
first fall of snow last November:
I did not put up plenty of hay
for nothing' ! Let us go and feed
our cows.” The third shows Pit
in the middle of the winter ; two
of his stacks are gone already.
‘I am getting afraid now,"” says
he. In the fourth picture Pit is
feeding out his Inst handiul of
hay to his cows. No more hay
left and plenty of snow on the
ground. In the fifth Pit is
trying to lift up his last cow,
which is dying, but it is no use.
All are gone ! *‘ But, after all,”
says he, *“I am no worse off

than many other people. I am
an Indian and not a white man.
White man is repining over his
losses day and night and does
not sleep, but I can sleep plenty
all the time. And what is the
use getting sick-hearted overit?
I cannot make my dead cattle
come to life again.”

A letter from the Museum
Department at Ottawa, which
unfortunately we cannot find at
the present writing, inquires
whether, to our knowledge, the
Indians had any system of com-
puting dates or keeping records
of past cvents. To this we can
only answer that the only in-
stances that have come within
our observation are, flrst of an old
Indian at Coldwater,some twelve
years ago, who had a flat piece
of wood, on the edges of which
he had marked with notches the
number of Sundays which had
clapsed since the priest’s last
visit, etc.; and about the same
time of an old woman at Douglas
Lake, who had a very long
string full of knots, which knots
designated the number of Sun-
days which had elapsed between
some eveats of interest to her.
The deaths of her children and
grandchildren were markedthere
with knots made on the main
string with pieces of blue or red
strips of cloth.

The first missionaries in the
country had no other way of
advising the Indians of their
visits than by marking down for
them on pieces of paperthe days
and Sundays that were to elapse
before their return to the same
tribe. The Sundays were marked
by crosses, and the week days
by straight lines. Hence the
origin of our Indian calendar
which appears every now and
then in the Wawa.



