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CREED AND) CHARACTER.

What I shall lave to say this eveningr bears upon its face a
strongr iinpress of the past. It breathes the spirit of the early
part of the present century-ai period, aecording, to our mnoderii
thinkers, of credulity aind old-fogryisin. It is quite commnon and
quite popular at the present timne te say that our gr-andfathers
-ipent their tinme in lhagghing over doctrine and quarrelling about
theories instead of applying theiselve-s t-e the practical problems.
of thieir day, and that they have thus left to us as an lieiritom an
accumulation of mîoral and social problemns, the solution of which
is of sucli paramounit importanee that we have no time for the
consideration of mniere religious theories. In otlher words we are
told that the preseiît age is si) practical that there is no place for
doctrine. Iii the face of this popular contention, I propose this

vnigto plead the importance of doctrine on the ground of the
intinmate connection tha> exists between Crced and Character, or
betwccn doctrine and personal life.
. If suclia, connection doos exist, if our characters are to any
important deg(rc dependent upon our beliefs, 've can not over-
estiinate the importance of inak-ing- such a careful selection of
doctrine that the very best results in character ina-y be pro-
dluced. Whien mm consider, as one writer lias said, that " Char -
acter is the onhy reality in the universe, " that the structure we
atre rearingr is to stand ««ainidst thie war of ehev.ments, the wreck of
inatter, aud the crush of worlds, " sureily if> becomies us to se to if,
thnat nothing shah' ente-r into, or influence the forin of the struc-
turc t1iat shall in any wvay,.deitroy its, u.sefuiliess or inar its beaut..

In order that we înay more fully appreciate the imiportaniice of
character build.ing let us tirst briefly considler this thincg cahle<l
eharacter, ais to its nature aiid the- mnanner of ifs gowth.

Its dlistiiiguishiingr femture is i~dvdui~.Every inan who
lias character lias within Iimiself a power te re-act upon his sur-
roundingrs lu a, manner that is pecuhiar te hiiinseiLf «\o othier
mnan phaced iii cxacthy the saine circuistances wvoul acf in. ex-
;aely the saine wziy. If lie inakes but a feeble impression upon
his siurroundings, lie is said to lie ai . ian of littie or no chîaracter.
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