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Lesson 4. JANUARY 28ty 1604, ST QuARTER.
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God’s Covenant with 'Nogh;  Gen. 9: 817,

o }S‘A] . . . S . . . S -
GoLpEN TEXT: “T do-set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be for a
‘token of 2 coyenant between me and eafth." . Gen, 93 13,

. INTRODUGTPRY DRILL—INTERESTING AND
. ~ DIFFIGULT QUESTIONS. . B

THE STATE OF SOCTETY IN THE ANTEDILU\1AZ WoRLD.  The Senpture mamative gives
no copntenaiice-to the view that man has devel‘.:pedrftum-‘a'slam of savagery into civilizztion,
Tn the childhood of the race ve find, not wild hanters and fishers, but farmers and shepherds:
cities are founded ;' musical ‘instruments-are well known; and unplements of bross and iron
arez in convmon-useé.  At-least one ‘&%:ap of sunghas come down'to .us. The exteaordinary-
age to which men-survived gave room for an accumulation of talent apd. skill such as cur
brief  three score years and ten ™ can never acquire. oo
For some time, douhtless, the dgscendenls‘uf: Cain dwelt apant, heirs'of thewr fasher’s curse.
Bur, as population increased, the uninhabited regivns which at figt iptervenedy world b
come settfed and the two divisions of the Ruman “family would more or.less intermingls.
The time came-when intermarriages became common.  The sesult uf-this was, as it wounld
be now, that the face of Seth became Torrupted-(2 Cor. 6. 1g)and unly Noah, the grandson
of Methusaleh and greaf grandson-«f Enoch, remained trae amid the almost universal laveless
nessand hust. Tt is interesting to-notice in these brief chrunicles ufthe antedilavian world,
the expression given to the strongest instisdls of human nature. We have seen Eve fond.
ing her babe-as “ God’s giff,” and comfortity herself in Seth whom the same divine Giver
ad “‘put™ in Abel's place. Revenge finds its ap:‘logist in Lamech, of the evil-race of Cain, -
hile his namesake. the Sethite, erects an imperishable monuthent,.in the name of his son
(ch. 51 29} tothe *“rest ™ and satisfaction whi h right minded men, weary with-the day's
il ever take in the sweet surrpundings of the family circle.. . -

Sox% OF (GOD AND DAUGHTERS OF MEN. Only two views feed be considerad, - (1)
“sons.of God” mean angels”  But angels * peither MRITy Ao Gre given 1n mardnge,’
here could be no such-alliance betwesn bOdj lesy spinits and * flesh and bload.”  f such
n enonpity had been possibile, it wWounld not have been-tolerated for 20 years, but would
ave Leep stamped out at once.  (2) ““Sons of Gud' means descendents of Seth, and
daughters of men? descendents of Cain.”  The lermg approprately disunguish those who
knowledged thelr ohligations te a superhuman power afid thuse svho hved wholly for the
orle and refused subjection to God’slav.  Tn contracting these marriages the Sethites dis-
arded 21t higher infevests and followed the umpulse of thexr unrestamed fancy,  Their
{rcn became notoriousfor their lawless and violent conduct.  They were the “ Ishmach-
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