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Rk1ASON OR RFr.VI.tTl0N';
O., ruX RZIAtr.îo, PHILOSevilv, AMI CIVît.îsîTIO.t OFVlisi ANtciNT

I(sATflE, co.-tRAàsTzO wiTtH Citrit4TiAllTy Arts) lU LVOiTIIIATK
Comtsaqvecrs.

In diîcussittg titis !auljeci. titerc arc twao main objects ujtlet ai:
lit. To endeavoutr to correct îprevaicnt erre"s, and tîhow li,! wurlhltcss

neas anti ifsiseîîes of sisal woull.be illtellccttssitiy of those %vis fo)Ster andt
p>rapouuid thent ; andi wiîo perpeîually briîg top rte anciettt pa-i fur admtira-
lotn, andi necribe, witlt an inîexcuxsable ignîorasnce, or wilftit perversion,

great excektncies te ancicnt sysieîns andtiniles; te the dtîrioratiotn of
Christioniîy. singialar andtilutnstent et it noiry avent, Illr. arc itot a
few wha make a nominal profession or the recognition of Ille truth of site
goapel, Who are-too reatiy, front the pritie of ictuon1, the desire tu digni>'
what tiiey cai " the gotilie qualities of liuminity," andi frottis iasty.
uànhistaricsily.sspporteti conclusions, -to iagiîify the great sera of licathen
powrer anti phtlosophy. andi ta hold i up an te galdent age ot the worli'
intellectuel miglît andi social rcfinement, and in present a Solon, a Sacra-
tes, or a Pista, as a qpecilmen of ail star le wise andi glot, andi te elevate
aucit ta a level with tint IlTeaciter -who camse front Goti," andi wiio
Ispake-as neyer mnan @patte ;" andi thoun wouitI carry us back. andiliave

us believe- that <' the former tites werc briser tliait the3e.» There io a
dispoaiti;n- in many ta rcad the warks of thec ancicnt sages-at any rate
ta bout oi their acquaintance wiîh tbem, ho.vcever shalnw that may-b-

and- ta treat the wjstioni of Jestis ast il -i were ton eommon-plec, trio
fatailiar ta the vulgir te dentanti attention, and tue humble ta lie wortliy
of quostatian. Titis sription cf intellectuaiity and refinement ta the pre-
Christian Crais at the basis af inîiltility, anti moat unduly exalta tihe ont,
witle t eni; unjttsty degrades the otîter. It in a practice witiclt origin-
atea in that liffle learning wiiic is a dangeraus tlîing; wliiclî bas been
encotaralget by a niodertsI vain phiiosophy,* and propagateti by acertain cins ai etiaical writers, anti thc flimni> andi sceptical literaieura of
the present day

2.1. The tient abject ila vicwr ie.t te aintain the truc prominence of
Christianity, a% thte only systeri lilas, in competent ta eeie the venid,
andi wiiclt embatues in il ail the ciements of truc religion, truc marais,
truc phiasophy, andi truc civilisation. Anti by advocatitg Clristianity,it
j ie- o:t sermonise, but ta take Up lte systent in its principles anticitera-
thons, andi compare andi contrait il Witte ai alter systems. There in a
prevaîing misconception of it-a one-sitiet vhew af ils principies anti tent-
dencici, witich amauinîs ta an errar-by wlîicil is not extentiet ta ils pier.
(Cect work but circuma cribeti anti contracteti in ils design and powers.
Tt in Dat suffEcientlv viewed as a compiete, tiivinely given syitcmt, for the
restarauion and governetent of the world. l ln looked i atoo0 olten soleiy
as teaching tie fact of a better worlti, anti how sce may attain it-anti
titat là a gîtat; and mnt important part-but i l Da nt confineti ta tit-,
for it date nat only simply incuicate aur devotianal ebligation., but it
embraces every-thing that relates ta aur temporal state anti social improve.
ment. it contails thte truc principles ai politicai ecanamy, anti ot ail
legisiative science ; anti gives thc grand directions for lte teliaration cf
the physical wontd, anti the education, refinement, anti iappineas oi mani.
It il thte moral lever for upheaving tihe candli, anti ail that il inhabit, front
every existing taise anti ruinous position. As the corse was universel an
sinstre, brute andi man, Christianity in universal, as the tîniversal antidote.
les-this sense, the truc, whole sentie, we mean il, andi feaniesaas e nthe
issue, WC invite tisai it lie contrasteti with ail tic speculations, theories, andi
sysienis afimen.

il niust lie abvins te ail, tiat tte subject ia anc ai very grear estent,
as, in lacs, il ransaeka the history ai thse ancient heeathen wonti, andi the
canclusions cumulate in-propartiotn ta the aerutiny that-i, matie af Pagan-
i, anti the contrasting investigatios !na thc tievelopementa of Chris-

tianity. Volumes might-be writtcn an it ; and very neccssary andi pro-
fitable oaei ton: fuir timougli several ai its parts, linier varias tistes, have
been discusseti by Tisulucit, Spring, anti ane or twa athers, yet, as -a
whole, iti, a fresh anti most-important topie fur the earnesu mental en-
terprise oi @arne writer an the Christian Evitiences. But extensive, fim-
portant, anti fasitîatitig as it is, andti îough there is no want ai tacts-anti
argumet, vs are limniteti in this mode ai prescnting it, tao a reaisnable
brevity, antd tierefare insteati of going minuteiy aver ti. - itale fieldi ai
enuity, munsi laok aniy atl tihe chief points; anti insteati ai gihing quopta-
liu il proef of vlsat is assertet, mut -almply state uliat vs believe are

facîsr, and thîgînaticily tiraw Our conclusionse, ieaving rte readees, whetwt
the>' toubt or believe, t. investigate fully for thesuseives. Indeed, w.
wouid rathler pravoke personui tnquiry, for we are weil a&Pm"v tisut ne
one who will candidly aa.l diligent'y st kiieitow the study, anti daw
thie contrst, but wtii arrive at the conclusion, net ilhtup>'sthat, Clirhîtlanity.
witii ils witole ofTfiring or pmety. phiiomopIy anti civilisation, ta pre-emi-
tienît tirer ail kinis and tiegrers 0f hesîhlenin. but, lkthat l 1,Ab.olîîeey
îsecessaly fut tlle trouc anti the best, physirai antI temporal, spirnhîtal andi
eterni, itiitre$ta of minkimîl As the @sn li ils gorges mîeaty eniera
mtore blearings on titis world, tisit ail thc stars tiat gems the night sky;,
andi as by day thie: liglit is unseen becauge of a grenier, sud il fi ouly
ini tc niglit, %%hen thuc is no son, lilat, their lustre ins perceived ; en,
CliriL-ianit>' riscs on the moral horiton of the searîi.-ani as It soeents te
li meridian ait.tutie, tue- lystrii of mien which nsgst @bine when they
hatl ne sucit compelitor, novr *ink awna>, anti are obsettret ait lighîs tieat
were, ut wltoîe giory in outàahone. Triie reigiont sysîcinu of the pagan
worid we esi thetorchecs ai men, kiniie aI the firesacibe naturelmind,
but this le , Tira Ltort-r, Tinr Titr Liait. vitich iighteth every titn that
consecits mb: the wtîrlt," atid viîich in kinthied i e i.ource af the Goti-
heati. The otherq were tiie twinkiinge of unaideti or distorted ressort,
bet ibis is the effuigence of diviniîy, the bright abiaing -oi the. Sn of
Rhiteassnecs.

1. Thc first part ai the subleeti ii, the religion, phhlooophy, andi civili-
%&lion of tce ancient litetheil; or the evidence-tisaI reasort alone ln niat-a
catnpetenî inaîruclor anti guide for man. Untler ibis part tie cnaider

let. The' moral anti spiritual clitracteristici ai thc variaus Pytteme ai
anciens, rcligion. Utîicoubtidl> tise firat religiont was divine in i origin.
Mact was crenterf in bis Malter'o image, anti bis religion tiai part af that
image-il was written on lus heart, -anti might lie calleti constltutianai ;
but-alter he fé11 from pristiîiC ptînity, titat was luat, anti a ieur type ai re-
ligion was intraduce-a kinti causeti by new necesitina aysîemt not
ai-aimple obedietîce, love, -anti commlunion. but af reconciliation; anti
tisougi WC bave not the lîrecide borin, W.- batte the hisioricai tact la
tue recognitiotn of a tiivincly-appoîinteti made oi warship. ln rte case of
Cain, wc find-io nul the first introduction of religious errer, or melf.will,
ils iarmîng vîtat lie conceiveti tu bic religioui obligation, when lie attetis il-
cd ta worships by a mode tuaI a nsti t he divine sanction, but atoA, that
there was a matie wlîiciî lie wouiti not embrace. lit took the-grounti ai
a proud niaralist, anti not timat, of a humble suppliant. lit brouaht his
îiank-offering, but nar bis, sin-olirring. lie prayeti, **'give me ibis day
my-'datily breati," but wouiti not pray, Ilforgive -ne my trespasacs. He
reftuedl ta acknowletigethe doctrine afi rapitiation ; anti ibis proves tisait
titis doctrine liait been divinely tatitgt; icr why enntienn itim for vit
lic knew cati ar wiîy approve of Aiei's sarrifice ai thc" Il.iiingi ai-hie
flocit:' adtional~ i bis offring ai ttc fruit ai the grounti, ifhe titi il cair
by accident 1 anti iCain hati not knnwn better-if- lie hat not hall sanne
revelation as ta tise dut>', nature, anti tiesign af certain saciicei-vhy
aliault tise lanquage of ati b. atidresseti ta hims as anc who knev bis
tiuty bot wouiti nar do iti1-.« If thon docit wcllalt- thou flot b. accept-
ed ? andif ithoti toest notrvelisin liet at te door;' thar if, i;Ait door,
because iie ref4seti tu compiy wiîh thc Divine mode titrougit viici Cati
would accept the rinner. -The t eligion oitîte patriarcis-a suce -edi ng
anti alîgitiy eniar.-et editian ai the tormer-was stili etle itrne primai 'or
elenientar character. l recogisat te anc troc Gadi, tise facto o ai se
anti a way ai propitiation, exliibited ty a syînboical coniesiion of the an,
anti failti in the other, an the grounti ai the eariy promise oi the.comiâS
Mlessiali, tihe seet ofithe womain tba wouild bruiae the beat ai thte ser-
pent.-Te religion ai tie Jews was ai ttc sante character. Jr vas tie
full eniargement-anti cotopiction ai thc elementary or typicai syîitems;-but
îhougt it vas wrappeti up- in- symbole, anti carrieti ot- by a-labarbaga
andi castiy czremîssa, atili, il coniaincti in- il a&U the great pisFneipies ai

religious trotu. The tendene' afithe rode anti uneducaitid mnd- iute
irnagery-and ceremany, anti Gati titsus adapteti religion ta the-mental anti
social progreis ai nan, anti inveutedl ils truthst-in farms- asti customs best
antiteti ta tiose ta wiom-i-vas consmunicateti, andi by whicls i trais Most
likely ta b. retaineti. The warît iwse nat tien prepared for a oompleîeiy
spiritual religion, and ti konly receiiesi that wbich it was capable ai appre.
Cuaiting. As tiec chilti requires -a peculiar traiaing andi adaptation of
sacanssta iidemies u asculties, snothe ehultihooti aithf verîti requireti


