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and though, even now, the popular feeling ig against then, and they are
in almost all lands denicd ordinary justice, thete are yet no people who
have ever been so important, and are 20 now, and are destined to nse to
be greater than they ever were. It isnot asa race, in n national capa-
city, and by their power of arme, and gloty of conqac:ta that we are 1o
view them, for as a wae-li% people they never occupied a great place
in the martial annals, but it s their mind which has given them their
prominence and power. It was their charactenisue for intellect and
energy, and before which nothing was an obstacle, that ia the commands
ing point of attraction in their ancient history, and it is the very same
feature, not a whit altered, ot wrinkled by age, which is notable 1n them
otil. The Hebrew race will never be fally understood till we know what
the Hebrew mind has dune, and is attempting 3 and also, unlvas we take
revelation to direct ug, and listen to the prophetic oracle, and learn thrre,
and thue, a faith in their teue greatness, and see their future opening up
in a eplendid serics of intel} 1 and spunitual I and g
in a glory which is to be peculiatly their own, and when the world ¢hal
willingly pay ats homage to the descendants of the ancient pilgnm trom s
of the Chaldccs, and when the Lion-standard of Judah shall float above
the highest minarets and towers of the Chrsnan temple in Jerusalem, re-
gained and rebuilf, and when the monazehy of the world's mind, shall be
Tield by gathered and converted Istael.

But it is now neeessary to proceed to adduce facts to sustain thesc state
ments, snd illustrate Jewith intellectual character. The whole may be
considered under three divisions: the wfluence of the Hebrew mind an
the past, the present, and the future.

In the first two of these, we have historical facts to suppost us, and in
the last we must open the roll of prophecy to learn what place and power
the providence of God has destined for them.,

I. We enquire what was the influcnce of the Hebrew mindon the past.
Kaowing, as we do, and arguing on the knowledge, that the Jews rose
obscurely, and in the third generation were no more than a family of
shepherds, a small nomadic tnbe, struggling to maintain a foot-hold on a
1and overrun with tribes similar to their own—that they were subjected
1o s dire captivity—that while they had a promise of Canaan, and lived
by faith on the hope of its fulfilment, it was long before they realized it—
and that when they did obtain it they were small and uninfluential, appa-
reatly, among the great nations of antiquity—some may be disposed to
ask, what influence had they? What influrnce could they have in war
or in peace, jin arts or science, or religion? Thete isa disposition, in
not a few, to look to Egypt, Aseytia, Persia, and Rome, asthe powers that
had in their turns the sway of the world, and in which were the great
master-minds of those ancient times; but weare not to judge of the
power of a nation merely by the extent of its tesritory, nor of the intellec-
tual influence by the numerical strength of the population. What were
the Romans once, but a small colony on the banks of the Tiber, and
Rome, a collection of mud huts, and yet, thence tose the power before
which the world trembled ! What were the Greeks once, but the pirati-
cal inhabirants of the AEgean Sea ; and even though on the main land, as
their power increased, theic conquests were never either extensive or se-
cute: yet Grecian gloty has been grent from the wartiors, poets aud
philosophers of that classic land, What was Britain once, but an ob-
scure island, and a small one after all, and yet it has ricen 1o more than
Roman fame ; and British mind, in the descendants of the printed Briton,
the belted Norman, and the kilted Celt, now asserts a potent power over
the globe, We judge not a people by their origin, or by the extent of
country, either from which they sprung or which they have potsessed,
but by the position of the country, and the iofluence which they, by natu-
12l and moral causes, possess.

So we judge of Palestine. It was small, but its locality gave it power,
or rather & balance of powe:, between the east and the west, which- was
felt by nations far greater than itself; and in the highway between Egypt
and Assyria, Ethiopia, Persia, and India, it stool, to a great extent,
isolated by deserts, and could, by going to either scale, turn national
powers at its will. It is not so much, however, in a nationa! character,
or a3 & kingdom, that we see the influence of the Jews, though that was
great, at any rate great negatively, but it is when we begin at the earliest
date of Jewish history, and examine the effect of individual character,
that we will find that individuals, by the single power of intellect and
energy, did more to control powerful kingdoms than if they had
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Ied invincible legions. In their hietory, we have thi ngulsr fact,
that fn ancient times €0 whny of them excrcised neatly despotic power in
geunle nagons . and in more modsrn times, there hasscaseely been anation
aince thewr dispeesion that has not had its ceunaibs,in some degree, ditectend
by licbrew intellect  "The energy, the ambimon, the wmind of the Jew,
have impe'led, and rared lim to the very pmnacle of power; and even
whendespn . d, when W namne and stluence durst not pablicly be known,
he has, in sectet, beea the mainspung of the sctions of infetior nien.—
In other caseshis name, and race, and power, have been acknowledged ;
and 1t i, of course, such cases of fact that are now specially to be ade
duced. The Bible, contmuing the oldest authentic hustory, gives us the
first proofs. There we find the history of Joseph, the shepherd's son, the
ebrew slave, young and untutosed, catried from the tual Wfe in Caasan
to the palaces on the Nale, and from being ihe bondman of an Egyptian
chief, we see lnm nse to be the Preauer of Egypt, and with all the power,
and with imore than the wisdor, though not in reality with the eceptre,
of the Pharachs. There we find Danict with other three lebrew princes,
taken capuve, along with their race to flabylon, and yei, when young,
they gose to be chiel counsellors of the hauglty Nebuchadneszar, fn
a few years more, Daniel rose to the greatest prominence and power,
and despite of origin, and captivity, and intrigue, he was twice, under
two kings, prime minister of the fomed Chaldes; and sfier its
downfall, hie maintained, during the reigns of Darius and Cyrus, the
same exalted station in the Medo-Persion Empire, and in fact, then held
virtually in his hands, the reins of the universal sovereignty of the east,
Again we find Motdecai, Prince of Benjamin, grand Vizier of Persia, in
the reign of Ahasuerus: and Esther, his neice, elevated to be Queen, as
some suppose, of the celebrated Xerzes; and Nchemiah, & Hebrew Prince,
grand vizier in the reign of Artaxerxes; and Zersbbabel, otherwise
called Sheshbazear, high in honour under Cytus, and promoted as
Govemor over the whole country of Palestine afier the restoration of
the Jews from their captivity, and when their land was held as a0
province tributary to the Persion Empire. These captives thus overcame
the obatacles in their position, and showed the fact of men who could
aspire to, who could teach, and who could maintain sach dignity and
power by the sole influence of mind ; and who, moreover, by their very
potition in these governments, must have acted a great part in the drama
of the world's ancient history.

Every past pericd of history carries an influence into the succeed
ing, and just as the Jews bore a part in the past, s0 in proportion is
theie influence on every period that hes succeeded, No ruler’s
influence and works die with himself. He gives a direction 10 the cure
rtent of progress, and which even he may not intend, snd from which,
however insignificant, the mightiest results may flow. The child
casts the litdle pebble into the lake, but litle even asit is, and feeble as
is the arm that throws it, yet jt taises the circling ripples around the spot
on which it falls, and these are seen to rise and run afier each other, and
the tiny object affects and disturbs a large space; and even after tismy
the bottom, and at test, the commotion from its fall is mill perceptible
and progressing ; aye, and progresing afier the water is placul ac the
spot where it began ; and o it is with man in power. le cannot cast
his influence and his mind into national councils, without a certain felt
result, for good ot for evil ; and were we now fully able to trace effects
ta their causes, we might run back in the clain of eveats, and find the
Hebrew minds in the councils of Babylon and Shushan, carrying their
power into succeeding centuries. As the hand on the dial of the clock
is the evidence, not the cause of mnotion, and we look not to the wheel
that revolves nearest to it, but even to the smallest and the most distant
from it, and to the case which holds the hidden spring, or to the distant
weight, on the chain by which ithac~ , for the causes of miotion ; so, from
events present, we go back to those Jong past, as wheels, or springe, or
weights, in the great and intrisate machine, which is all superintended by
Him, whose counsel is infinite, ard to whom our most distant antiquity is
bot as yesterday ; and that yesterday to Him, when Babylon fell, may be
operating through the intricacies of political change, on the revolutions,
and designs, and conquests of the nations of to-dsy.

We have refecred to the influence of the Hebrew mind on the polities
of antiquity. 1f we turn to Jewish literature, we will find that it has
given a tone to that of the world; or, if we examine the Jewish judicial
code, the whole civil system of polity, we will find that Moses is sill
the prominent authority on the great fundamental principles of govern.




