* AND THE INDIAN CHILDRENS' HOMES,

The turn that event have taken in this out-
break among the Indiuns and halfbreeds in the
North West must be a souree of grief and disap-
pointment to many. Many precious lives have
been lost, and muny wore way be lost hefore the
insurrbetion is entirely  quelled, and it will doulit-
less deter the incoming of settlers for sume time to
come.  Whatis the meaning of it all 2 Why this
vetrogression ¢ How is it that these Indian chiefs,
Poundinaker, White Cap, Big Bear and othen,
decked in their war paint and feathers, have been
leading on their Lraves to butcher and massacre the
poor white settlers, and rob them of all their gouds?
Why the raising of the war whoop and uncovering
of the tomahawk and sealping knife which we hop-
ed were buried 2 OF the halfbreed grievances we
are hot prepared] to speak.  Our work here isamonyg
the Indians, and it is with them only that we have
now to do.  With them the trouble appears to be
simply this. The white people have deprived them
of their means of existence, and they see nothing
Fut, starvation  stavving them in the face. In the
plains where only 20 years ago five million of Luffu-
loes were roaming, there were killed this last sea-
son, if we may believe the newspaper reports, but
half & dozen animals : the moose and other lange
game are hecoming extinet ; a few hends of ante-
lopes, some foxes and other small animals are all
that vemain : fish in the lnkes and river. are also
becoming scarce. And what has been done to muhe
up to the Indians for their losses ¢ These roaming
ludians have had reserved lands set apart for them,
and have heen told that if they will confine them-
selves to those veserved lmnds and learn farining,
that they shall have seed. eattle, fann implements
Xe.all supplied to them free,—and a faiin inst1ue-
tor placed over them to teach them the art of agri-
enlture,—also, that so long as they remain on thei
reserved Tands they shall not e allowed to want,
food being freely supplied to them  in bad times.
and anaanual grant of about $20 to each family he-
g made in-cash. Al this has been very kind

and liberal, and has doubtless been to a areat ex.

tent faithfully caried out. But the question ~til}
remuins,—was this a wise step £ Was it the best
step that could be taken ¢ Would it not huve heen
etter'to have been less eager about the humediate
possession of  those vast hunting gpounds, and (o
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Iave limited for a seove of years or so the progiess

of the supvevor with his chain # Would jt net
have been better gradunlly to have drawn those
50,000 roaming Indinns within the coils of civiliza-
tion, instead of shutting them up so suddenly in ve
served lJamds Jike prison houses, and compelling
them to farm or dic / We believe that the only
really satisfactory way to deal with the Indians is
to take their childien while sl young, and tain
themup in the puths of Chiistianity and civilizti
on  Itis with this end in view that s Homes fo
Indian children have been established at Sault Ste
Marie, and we have every reason to feel satistied
with the results that b e heen attained during the
Sor10 years that they have been in existence.
Just as Dr. Barnardo is trying to redaim the waifs
and street anibs of Londdon aued tiain them to a high
er and nobler life, so is it o endeavour to take
the children of the poor despised Indians, and trin
them in the paths of Christinnity and divilization.
It has veen up hill work,and we have had dittienl-
ties to face, and disvorragenient o enconuter, still
we iy rejoiee that suine progtess has been made.
Four b(;)s and one girl have gone ot from our In
stitution as teachers, andobtained situations on va
rious Indian Teserves.  Others whan we rae
taught are now gaining theit liveliloml - by trades,
At the present time, We ive three boys studying
to he teachers, 4 learning arpentering, 3 shoe mak-
ing, 2 blucksmithing,  We hanve 40 Indian hoys in
residence, and 20 girls,  That the children are hap-
Py and contented is sufliciently proved by the fact,
that wWhen asked if some of them would volunteer
to reniin at the Homes during vacation time to as
sistin the sunmmer work, 12 boyvs and 8 girls at
once oftered to do su.  Sucliis the work which we
are endearouring to cany on at sur Tudian Homes
at Sault Ste. Marie, and we believe that this erisis
inthe North West is a fit ypportunity ful pressing
home thé necedsity of doing more that has yet been
done for the Cliristian education of Tudiun children,
We believe that a work of this kiad is the true so-
lution for all the troublesinto which we lave been
so suddenly and neapectedly bronght. - We would
like to make our homes here a geat central Institn
‘on for the tmining of Indian ehildven. and tosee
other Iustitutions set on foot at different points in
the North West, which might be affiliated with
u~. H the way shoulid e open, we would like this
stnnmer to make an - expedition to the North West
and visit those ndians whoe, imagining in thein iz
noranee that they ean stay the tde of mgicratiog
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