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room.  These were the people who eonsidered mirth to be
anly made for reprobates, and cheertulness of heart denied
thuse who are the only persons that have a proper title to it

‘The author of ¢ The Scoteh Presbyterian Eloguence, 4to,
16G93,” speaks of ¢ the foree that a loud voice and a whining
tone, in unbroken aud smothered words, have upon the Pres.
byterian rabible ; that they look not upon & man as endued
with the Spirit of God, without such canting and deformity
of holiness. A person that hath the dexterity of whining,
may make a great congregation of them weep with an ode
of Iforace, or an eclogue of Virgil; especially if he can but
drivel a little, either at the mouth or eyes, when he repeats
themn.  And such a soul may pass for a soul-ravishing spi-
rituaist, ifhe can but set off his nonsense witha wry mouth,
which with them is called o grace-ponring-down conntenunce,
‘I'he snuflling and twang of the nose passes for the gospel
sound, and the throwings of the face for the motions of the
Spirit.”  But we shall now proceed to give some extracts
trom this ook, with the pious hope that the ludicrous in-
stances cited will stop those who are getting into this way,
and prevent any sect starting up in future, to act their parts
in this manaer, viz; in giving us a torrent of words, and but
a drop of sense:—

Mr. W. Guthrie, of Fenwick, hath a printed sermon full
of curses and_imprecations: ¢ Will you gang, man, to the
cursed curates?  Gang! and the vengeanee of Gud gang
with thee; the devil rug their hearts out of their sides.’

Mr. Kirkton, lately, in the church he possesses at Jodin-
burgh, began his sermon thus- ¢ Devil take my soul and
body ¥ The peeple starting at the expression, he anticipates
their wonder with this correction : ¢you think, sirs, this is 2
strange word in the pulpit, but you think nothing of it out
of the pulpit; but what i’ the devil should take many of ye
when ye utter such language?  Another time, preaching
against cockups, (part of the head-dress, we suppose, ) he told,
¢« 1 have been this year of God preaching against the vanity
of women, yet I sce my own daughter iu the kirk even now,
have as high a cockup as any of you all.

Mr. Kirkton, preaching in his mecting-house on the Cas-
tle Hill of Edinburgh, adduced several instances of the po-
verty of the people of God ; amongst others he had this re-
markable one: ¢ Brethren, (says he) critics, with their frim
frams and whytie whaties, (trifles) may imagine a hundred
reasons for Abraham’s going out of the land of Chaldea;
but I will tell you what was always my opinion—1 believe
Abraham, poor man, was forced to run out of the land of
Judea, for debt.’

One Fraser, of Bray, preaching at a conventicle in the
beginning of king James’ reign, began his discourse thus:
¢ I am come here to preach this day, sirs, in spite of the cu-
rates, and in spite of the prelates their masters, and in spite
of the king their master, and in spite of the Hector of France,
his master, and in spite of the Pope of Rome, that’s both
their master, and in spite of the devil, that’s all their master.’

Mr. Areskine, praying in the T'ron church, said, ¢ Lord
have mercy on all fools, and idiots, and particularly on the
magistrates of Edinburgh.’

¢1 have, says the author, ¢often heard blind Mr. Best,
at Utretcht, use this expression in his prayers: ¢ O Lord,
confound that man of sin, that child of perdition, that Anti-
Christ, the Pope of Rome: thou must confound him, thou
shalt confound him—good Lord, I will have you confound
him.”

CHARLES 1I.

The poet Waller, in a letter to St. Evremond, relates a
dialogue between ‘Charles 11. and the Earl of Rochester,
which shows the tenor of their manners.  Waller says,
*¢ Grammont once told Rochester that if he could by any
means divest himself of one half of his wit, the other half
would make him the maost agreeable man in the world,  This

observation of the Count’s did not <trike e much when 1
heard it, but I remnked the propeicty of it sinee. Last
night 1 supped at Lord Rochester’s witht a seleet party 5 on
such oceasions he is not ambitious of shining ; he is rather
pleasant than archr; e isc comparatively, reserved 5 but you
find something in that restraint that is more agrecable than
the utmost exertion of talents in others, The reserve of
Ruchester gives you the idea of a copious river that fills its
channel, and seems as Uit would easily overflow its exten-
sive banks, but is unwilling to spoil the beauty and verdure
of the plains,  The most perteet gaod humour was support-
ed through the whole evening 3 nor was it in the least dis-
turbed when, unesvpeetedly, towards the end of jt, the King
came in, (no unusual thing with Charles 110) ¢ Something
Bas veaed himy suid Rocheder; ¢ he never does me this ho-
nour but when he is inan il humour.”  “I'he fullowing dia-
lugue, or something very like it, then ensued :—

The KingnIlow the devil have Lgothere 2 The knaves
have sold every cloak in the wardrobe.

¢ Ruchesteron~Those knaves are fools.  That is a part of
dress which, fur their own sahes, your majesty ought never
to be without.

¢The King....Pshaw ! I'm vex'd !

¢ Rochester....l hate still life—~1'm glad of it.  Your ma-
josty is never so entes taining as whene—

CThe Kinge.. Qidiculeus b Thelieve the English ave the
most intractable peopde upon eath.

¢ Rochestero] must humbly beg your majesty s parvdon,
if I presume in that respeet.

¢ The Kingow You would find them <o were vou in my
place, and obliged to govern.

¢ Rochester....Were 1 in your majesty’s place, T would not
govern at all.

“The King....Ilow then?

¢ Rochester.....l would send for my gaod Lord Rechester,
and command him to govern.

¢Ihe King.... But the singular modesty of that nobleman.

¢ Rochester... e would certainly conform himselt to your
majesty’s bright exmmiple.  low gloriously would the two
graud social virtues flourish under his aucpices !

¢The King.wn O, prrisca fides!  What can these be?

¢ ilochustermm The Jose of wine and women !

¢‘I'he King...God bless your majesty !

¢ RochesteraThese attachments keep the world in good
bhumour, and therefore I say they are social virtues,  Let
the Bishop of Salisbury deny it if he can.

¢ The King.....le died last night.  Have you a mind to
suceeed him?

¢ Rochester....On condition that I shall neither be called
upon to preach on the 30th of January or the 26th of May.

¢ ‘The King....Those conditions are curious.  You object
to the first, I suppose, because it would be 2 melancholy sub-
jeet; but the other—

¢ Rochesterew Would he a melancholy subject too.

¢ The King....This is too much—

¢ Rochestera.Nay, I only mean that the business would
be a little too grave for the day. Nothing but the indul-
gence of the two grand social virtues could Le a proper tes-
timony for my joy upon that occasion.

¢ The King...Thou art the happiest fellow in my domi-
nions. Let me perish if I do not envy thee thy impudence I

« It is in such strain of conversation, gencrally, that this
prince passes ofl' his chagrin ; and he never suflers bis dignity
to stand in the way of his humour.”

‘This showing is in favour of Charles, on whose character,
as a king of England, posterity has long since pronounced
judgment. A slave to his passions, and a pensioner to
France, he was unworthy of the people’s ¢ precious diadem.”
He broke his public faith, and disregarded his private word.
‘To the vessel of the state he was a “sunk rock,” whereon it
had nearly foundered.



