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strivcs with men to lead thein to God by Jesus; and builds up in
faith. and holiness, those wvho do return to God. But the influence
of tbc Spirit is moral and resistible. lic takces of the things thLt arc
Christ's, and shows tbem unto us. Sinner, the fact that the Spi.
rit strives with you, is evidence that Jesus died for you. Beware
of resisting his most gracious dcaiing.

The atenement as an atenement. then, does not inake the
salvatien of' any man certain. It rcîxders the sahation of ail men
possible. It is a way for nman's return te God. It reveals God's
wondcrful love to sinners. It furnislies to inen time in whidi. fo
consider their ways, and turn te God. It is the bicsscd channel
through w-hidi, the influences of the Spirit arc poured on Mea's
seuls, to which it is their imniediate duty to yieid and bc blessed.
In erder to actuai saivation, it is necessary that there be faitb in
the atonemnent; because then the seul, through the pow-er of the
truth, by the Spirit, is iii sucli a moral statc as that pardon is
really a bexiefit. The visdoni of God is seen in nppeinting, as the
-condition of forgiveness, that w-hidi secures holiness of heart and
life. As faith in the gospel is required in order to saîvation, the
sinner's mind is brought in contact w-îth truth wvhich sanctifies.
This appears to us to L'e the philosophy of salvation by faith.

To w-bat has been advanced respccting the extent nnd the nature
of thu atenement, it is objccted that sucb an atonenient dees net
make certain the salvatien of any nuniber of siîîîers. We reply
that this objection rests on the unscriptural doctrine of uincondi-
tienal electien. It also ignores what tic seriptures say respecting
thc conneetien between atenenient and salvetion: CI ed sent net
his Son into the w-orid to cendemu the -world, but that the w-erld
tirougli hini miglit (net mnust) be saved." John iii, 17. Il Ged
hati muade him te bc sin for us w-ho knew ne sin, tlmat w-e miglit
(not must) be muade the rigbteeusness of Qed in him." 2 Cor. v,
21. Il Christ also hatb once suffered for us, tbe just for the unjust,
that lie iniiglit (net must) bring us te God." 1 Peter, iii, 18. It bs
certain that the law is lîoneured by tic atoning w-erk of Jesus, that
the nmerai governer of the universe is pleased. with it,-weii-pieased with
it. It is certain th4t the sinner w-ho believes in Jesus, as bis atening
Savieur, wiil be saved. For this w-e bave flhc promise of God, w-ho
cannet lie. It is aise certain thnt the sinner w-ho lives and dies in
a Ciristless state, by negleet of tic great salvation, or centemp.
tueus rejectien of it, and resistance of tic Spirit, mnust be lest.
:Reader, a weighty respensibility rests on yen in cennectien with
the preaehing of the gospel.
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