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things, is two prices. I intended the book
te be, a first-book, but it is not serviceable
nowv for that pturpose. It is printed i ithout
capital letters, andi the orthography of thef
language bas been settîcti. The books now
translated arc Genesis, Jonahi, some of the
Psalms, Matthew, Luke, John, and the
Acts. -We greatly nced to have some more
printing donc. At prescrnt I arn engageti
upon an epitome of the bible, or, rather, of
church, history, fromn the time of Adamt
down to the destruction of Jerasalem. The
volume wîi aise include the book of Jonab,
andi as many of the: Psalms as I can put in
-%vithout making its size tee much. This I
intcnd to have printeti in long primer or
Englisb type, for a first-book, since we bave
been disappointet inl the catechisrn

I rernain, yours, &c.,
J. D. GoitDox.

Piraoy in the New Hebrides.

The IRev. Dir. Steel, agent for the New
T{cbrides Mission, has presenteti the follow-
iug petition and statement froni the mission-
aries te bis Exeelleney the Governor, ivho,
in the kindest manner, receiveti the docu-
mnents, anti promiseti to give immediate
attention to :bemn. We understand that
copies of the documents bave bccn sent to
Queensland, wihere a bill is now hefore the
Legislature on the ernploymnent of the South
Sea Isianders.

STATEMnETS

By the New .tlbrides Mlission reqarding (lie
traffic in natives as at present conducled
arnong thae Islands ofithat group.

For somýe time back, andi more especially
ivithin the hast feiv years, this mission bas
had its attention directeti to the fact that a
large number of the natives of this group
are being carrieti away in vessels, ostensiblv
as bireti labourers to Queensland, Fiji, N1ewr
Caledonia, Tahecite, Torres Straits, andi
other parts. With reference to the full ex-
tent to wbich this system, is carried on, this
miiSon is flot at present in a position to
funish accurate statistics ; but ive are fully
aware that a large -number of vessels are
engageti in it. MVithin the course of the
last eightecn months, vesseis directly andi
avowedly engaged in this traffle, have calleti
at the one islanti, Fat6, no fewver than
cigbiteen tirnes; andi ve are aware that as
many as 250 natives at least out of seven
village-; of tbat isianti are at prescrnt absent
from their homes engageti in the service of
white men. We are further credibly in-
formned that several of the smaller islandsin
the northern part of this groeip bave lieou
almiost cntirely stripped of their maie popu-
lation.

The vessels engageti in tbis traffie-so far
as knoivn to us-sail under one or other of
tbe tbrce flags-thbe ]3ritish, tle àinericau,

and the rirencbi. They vary in suec, froin
ships of seven or eighit hundreti tons, down
to small schooners of eight or ter? tons.

There are various circumstanees counc-
ted with this systern as at present conducted
among the islands of this group to %vhichi
'we deern it our duty to dirct~ publie atten-
tion,
lst. Mauy of these natives are takien awray

fraudulenthy anti by forcefrom thcir native
landi.
Instance. Towards the close of last vcar

a vessel sailirig utier the British flag bouti
for the Fijis, having on boardi one bundrecd
andi ten natives fron the northern isiantis of
this group, lay too off Fil harbour, Faté.
Somne of the natives of Pango put off to lier
la a conoe. Thiey were able te converse
ivit1u the natives on board, as some of thern
liati resitled on the ishands wvheuce they
camne. .As tbey neareti the vessel soi-e o?
the natives on board warned them flot to
heave their canoe, adding 1'Wo eame off t
ber in our cauoes te ade as she lay to on
our shores. White we ivere thus engaged

;she bore away; anti wlien wve attempted to
leave, the crew prevented us anti cut our
canees atirift. Thus they stole us from our
land, anti if you board hier, yotz will share
thesame îate. Nordeessie coine to auchur
anywhere lest ive escape by swimming
ashore.

Other instances of the samte kinti can be
given.
2nti. Many o? those natives suifer great

hartiships and privation on tbe voyage.
Instance. In the beginning of tlhis ear

<1867) a small schooner bounti for the Fi lis,
baving on boardi thirty.five natives from
different ishands of tbis group came to anrbor
in the hathour of Mueitynm. She then
starteti on bier voyage, anti after having
been ont a tortnight returnet, reperting that
slie hati met with tnfavorable weather,
anti that ber provisions were exhaustcd.
la fact, the ciiptain acknowledgeti that a
number of the natives vvere so rednced hy
famine that tbcy counîtelt corne ont of the
bolti; andi bis staternent wvas fnuly borne out
by their wretcbeti appearance.

"Other instances of the sanie kinti can hoe
given.
3rd. Some of tbese natives suifer severe

boily injnry, anti even tieath,ant the hauda
of those wbo carry theniaway, withuout
any redress, or auy nqrvbeing made
after tl'rir blooti. Thi atrally leatis to
their chierishing feelings of revenge, andi
taking opportunities of retflatioa against
wbite men generally.
Instance. Towards the close of last year

tbe people of Emel, Fate, pirateti a smal
vessel anti murtiereti the crew, cc'nsis:ilng o?
o? tbrec white men. "%Vhen visiteti tis ycar
by H. M. S. Falcon for thue purpose of laves-
tigating tbis outrage, they statet inl seli-
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