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the raitges wlîich this demion lias ivrouglit-
nmong tiieni; se long ais it continues te
liiglit and muin bcauty Wnd talent, and use-

fultiess; se long as millions, year by yenr,
arc beggared b>' drttkenticss, and virtue
aud reason itself arc immolated on. the
altars of this insatiable mouster; se long
must tomiperance conimand. a position of
great and grave importance in the view of
the stateman and patriot, philnnthropîst,
and christian.

Since thon intempérance and its baneful
effects are everywvlere manifest, your Coin-
mittee must express their feelings of grati-
tude te the Ruiler cf nations auîd Head cf
the Chtireh tlîat signs of incrcaed and
increasing interest aineng the n"tionq and
the churclues in refèrence te this subject are
net laeking. Even France has moved in
the cause of tempérance and tauglit sister
ceuntries a lesson cf wisdem upon it. It is
certafnly a new and auspicieus indication
in the line cf social retorms te find the
Frenchi Acadcmy of Medi cine net only pa-
tient>' listening te the reading of paperg
which detail. the fearful mischiefandalarn-
ind prevalence of drunkenness, but especially
fa it cncouragiug te find that liaving donc
this that celebrated school immediately ap-
pointedl a commission ta investigate the
whole subject, and issue a warnîng te France
and the wvorld against tb is menster vice and
crime, In England it fa. well known that
-within the space of two yenrs the subject of
itemperance li as taken sucbh lold of publie
sentiment as it neyer did before in that
country. Geverament itself lias been muade
to feel-a new thing fer Englaud-tliat it is
a.pawer in the land and te inqufre what
relation it should assume tewards an agita.
tien so wise and wiaie-spred. Amùerica lias
flot onl>' retafned lier Prohibitor>' act, she
lias aIse puslied-ber referm, on tempérance
into new fields, and the friends of the mne-
briate rejeice that there is anc p lace on tlis
earth wliere lie that putteth the bottle to
his nieighber's mentit and maketh hlm,
drunken aise is compelled by lait te pa>'
for this act of inhumanit>', damages te the
family of the drunken man. The Local
Op tionk laîv, whether on the narrow scale or
.vider, the latter leaving the question et
liceuse or ne liceuse te ecd county for its
own de.cision, has been trauglit with very
beneficial resuits, and if theroughly worked
out mnust termînate in n Prohibitory Law-
the tempérance millénium of some cf the
souiüdest advocates cf our cause. The
secular press lias nes overlooked the de-
mands whi ch this reform lias; upon it. Re-
ligieus periedicals are aIl, se fat a.s known,
devetedl te it; *bile tic varicd Temperance
Organizations are laliouring with'more or
less carnestncas, faitlifulness and succesa
thýerein, and deserve honorable mention
among the means which impart progreu.to

this geod work. Nor lins the pulpit lagged
behind this general activity. i n proof it is
enou.gl te refer te the fact that nt the last
meeting of the Evangelical Alliance-repre.
sentative of the ministers and piety ef Pro-
testant Christcndon-much interest was
manifestcd in this subjeet,' considerable time
allotted to the discussion of it, stirring pa-
pers rend upoi- it ancl mucli valutible infor-
miation on the faets andi horrors of i-ten-
peranco thereby scattered far and Nvide.
Turning to a particular section of the
universal. Ohurcli, it mai bie here, mentioned
as additioned on the point now beforo us
that the « Presbyterian Minister's Associa-
tion of Phuladeiphia" having carried the
discussion of thetemperance qýuestion
through six sessions unanimously reached
the following resolution :-" That in view
of the deplorable resuits, temporal and
eternal, which in se rnany cases are elearly
traceable to the custom of wine drinking,
especually as part of a social entertain-.
ment, and in view also of the divine pre.
cept that the stronq bear the infirmities of
the weak, not pleasing themnselves, even as
Christ also pleased not Ilimself, tliis Asso-
ciation regards the entiro disuse of Nvine,
as iwell as other intoxicating liquors as a
beverage, by individuals or at social assem-
hlies, as a duty ivhich under the cliri.4tan
law of self-denial is now due te suffering
humanity.",

Teferegoing rnay be taken as an index
ofwhat fs geing on as agencieès and activi-

ties in the good wvork of temperance reformn.
But notwithstandiug wliat îs lie done ia
this direction itis well known that intemer-
ance rages, and ita baneful effects are visi ,ble
every where. Some 30,000 die annually in
Eugland fromn this cause alone. These
figures may lie taken as a representative
proportion of what happens :liroughous
our colonies, and christendomn at large.
Scotland amidst its blaze cf gospel light
and stir of missionary enterprise is stili
ivilling-to support 13,000 places for the sale
of ardent spirits-a vast army. of deaili.
Thon according ta the most reliable statis-
tics tliree-fourtlis of ail the insanity, pau-
perismn and crime which 611l aur asylums,
poor bouses, prisons, and bliglit and curse
out earth, rendering it mûre intcnsely than
otherwise would be the case, a vale of tears
and the very shadow of death, are produced
hy this one pestiferous cause.

If miuch is thon being dons ini the inter-
est of temperance inucli -aise fs in opera-
tion ta advance intemp .erazice. Wo need
scarr~ely add that reason and eonscience,
Scripture, seif-denial and christian love are
on the aide of the first; but the influence of
these-pobwerful'allies is greatly impeded b>'
the passionate enthusinm, perseverance and
powver of appetite, ;worldly gain and the
force of aid established customa which saP-
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