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OUR BIOGRAPHICAL BUREAU.
IlLives of great mona ail reminci n

Wu cgn mnalle ur 1Ives sublime,
Andi dep3rting, leavu bellind un

Foot-prints on the eands of time."1

william Gladstonoe.
SHERE le a story of an American going on a pilgrimage
tW Clielsea tW look ut the house wbere Carlyle lived,
andl being much suaadaiized to find that an inhabitant
of the locality bail nover beard of tbe great, man, andl

'ras consequeztly unable te say whieh bouse in Clicyne Ro'r
ho occupleil. Ono can imagine a tourisl of the saine reverent

.disposition visiting Oxford 'ribb a list of the great mon wbo
bail been educateil at that univraity, anil tryiug to ascertain
from college gate-porters 'rbat roomns these celebrities ton-
anted as undergraduatas. The roomas 'roulin l most cases ho
still existent, for Oxford changes little; but the portera
'roulil bu at a sail loss to fusnish any record of those 'rbo,
ewned them in old timoe. a That an amni-
nent man should, 'rben a boy have lireil bere or tîtere may

-seem to bo a matter of siigbt moment. Neverthelcess thora
le someteing in the genïus loci, in associations of a place
wbere a mans lires; and considering 'rbat distances people
-ill i.ravel to see a table ou whidh someboily iaroto, or a trte
under which somebody prearhed, it does strike one as a litie
incongruous tW fine- undorgraduates somelimes occupving
roonis fraught 'ritb intensely interesting meniories and yet
having no kno'rIedga mhatever tif thoir predecessors.

Not long ago, an undergraduato of Tninity 'ras informed
:that hoe bai the rooms wbich wcre once John Newmnan's (tbe
Cardinal). Being a laxy man bis first impulse mvas t0 exclaim,
dgI hope the thiug mvou I gel abouti or I shall ho îestared by
reporters andl pliotographers lireo Toole la the& Birth-place
of Podgers."' But auxt ternili hung a portràit of Cardinal
Newman over bit; mantolpioce; thoin lie took te reading bis
Eminenco's works; aud in the resuit, thougli ho did not
change bis religion, hoe 'as converteil from an idloman iîîbo
an iudustrious one. iVhaýt is more healways kept higapa-rt-
monts lu excellent order lest, as lia raid, the Cardinal hlm-
self or some of bis frienils shoulil coma to visil the olid rooms.
lu Ibis case at least thora %vas a man who foeuslaI suçces-
sion brings duties 'ribl it. and il must ho aldetl limaI lie dîd
not relapse iute bis old 'raye 'rIen it 'ras discovereil that
there 'ras a mistake about bis iniieritance, and tlaI the John
eewman la %rbose roomn lie rat 'ras nol the author of tIc
4- Apologin2" but a noted fox-iiuuter. 9 Il

Gladlstone bail corne up fir. Eton wmiih quite an uncom-
mon reputabion fur ability, anil aIl bis contemporaries ngree
il saviug tînt ho regardeil a-. n youug mail of exceptionat
promise His management of the Eton Miscellany liail
shown 'rIat powrer ho possesseil of abtracting lads of talent
into bis fellowship, anîl of maintaining bis ascc.ndcncy over
<hem; andI at Christ Cburch lia became iu bis firsî terni the
recognizcd leader csr a set wlose doings wure 'ratched ithIl
interest by dons ndi undengraduates alike. Bis fiueucy iu
axgr.mantation, îînd the trouble hoe took, te convinco lîcopie
of tlîings alîlch oftcn did nol sem 'rorth a dispute, 'rare
among lhe noticeabî-lo tra its lu ls cluaracter; but Ibis fond-
nas for ransouiug bail houa purposety fosterad in him by bis
father. %Ir John Gladstone likail that bis cbil.lreu -;lîould
exorcise tlîcir jadgment by stating the iamy and mrhereforo
of orcry opinion tbey offèred, and a collue friand of Williams
who 'reat on a visit te Fasque in Kincardineshire during tlie
stummer of 1829, furnishes ainusing particiflars of thse family
customs lu tiîat bouse, "'rimera the cbililrcn anil their parents
argueil upon overytising."1 ciThey 'roulil debate as tW
wbettier the Iront shotîla be boiluil or broiled, 'rhethor a
'riBlow shoulil ha opened, and whether il 'ras likeiy te ho
fine or 'rot nexl day. It ivas aiL penlectly good-humoroil,
but curions te a strangor bacause of the evident care whicî
aI t he disputants took, to adranco 1no proposition, aven as to
the prospect of rain, rashlv Oaa day Thomuas Gladstone
knockaed down n 'rasp 'iti bis bandkerclîicf and -was about
to crush il on the table, whea tise fatiser stnrted, lhe question
as Wo wbether ho bail the right to kili tbo insecti and Ibis
point 'ras discnsscd 'ih as ancis serionsness as if a baman
lifo biail been at shako. Wbcnatn last it 'ras adjilgeil Ibat

the wasp deserved death because ho was a trespasser in the
drawing-room, a common enemy and a danger tbere, il was
found that the insect had crawled from under the bandker-
phief, and was flying away with a sniggering sort of buzz, as
if tu nock them ail.",

On another occasion William Gladistone and his sister
Mary disputed as to whoe a certain picture ought te bc
bung. An old Scotch servant came in with a ladder ndi
stood irresolute white the argument progressed; but ns Mies
Mary would not yield, William gallantly ceased lrom speech,
thougb unconvinced of. courso. The servant thon hung up
the picture whero the young lady ordered ibut when ho had
donc this ho crossed the room and hammerod a nait into the
opposite wall. Ho iras asked wby ho did this: ilAweel,
miss, that'll do te bang the picture on when ye'lt have corne
roond to Master iVillies opeonion."

The family generally did corne round to William!s opinion,
for the resources of bis tongue-fencing were wonderful, and
bis father, who admired a clever feint as much us a straight
tbrust, neyer failed to encourage him by saying: "aflear,
bear; we Il said, well put, Willie 1'" if the young debater bore
himneif 'rail in an encounter. Another thing which Mr.
John Gladstone taught bis children 'ras to acctimplish to the
en.d wbatover they mlh begin, and no nmatter how insig-
nificant the undertaking might bo. Assuming that the en-
terprise had been commenced witb a deliberate, thoughtful
purpose, il. 'ould obviously be 'weM-,ness to abandon lt
wrbereas if it bad been eutered upon 'rithout thought il
would be useful to carry it through as a lesson against acting
'rithout reflection. The tanacity with 'vhiuh William Glad-
stone adhered te this principlo eoxercised no doubt a benefielal
moral discipline upon himeif but v.a frequcntly -very try-
ing to bis com panions. "At Fasque,"says bis frieud already
quoted, le 'e often had arcbery practice. and the arrowrs tbat
'rent 'ride of the targets would gel tost in the long giass.
Most of us would have likod to colleet only the arrows; Ilnt
're coutd find 'rithout trouble, and then begini ahooting
again; but this 'ras not William's way. He 'rould insist
that ail the arrowrs shoîîld, h found before 're shot our
second volley, nd wvoîld marsbal us in Indian file and
mnake us tramp about in the grass tilt evcry quiver hari been
refilled. Once wra vere so long ina huuting for a particutar
arroîr that dust came on and 're hnd to rclinguish the searcb.
The next morning aï 1 'ras dressing 1 :sawv through xny
%viudusv William ranging the field and prodding into ercry
tuft of grass with a stick. He had been busy in this 'ray
for lac hours, and at tongîli lia fud the arro'r yist, before
breakfast. 1 remarked that ha had 'rasted a good deat of
time; -Yes and No,' lie "U2 c 1 was ccrtinr the arrow could
bu fund if I looked fur it ina certain waybut, it 'asthe longas.
mray andi I failed sereral times from trying shortar methoris.
Wmmcn 1 set te 'rorlinl the proper fasion -_ ucccded.'
9 Weil donc. Willie!' concurred *bis alîmnys appreciativa
fatlier."

It 'ras the ame at Oxford. Gladstone would start for a
'ralk. t0 some place cight miles dittant, and make_- p bis
mind te go aI tcast more than baîf the way." Riala miglit
fait ln torrents (a serions niatter in those days 'rheu-no un-
dergraduatc orer carriail an timbrella), but this 'rould nut
shako bi.mx fîro-n bis purpose; so long as hoe bai not passed
bis fourth mile-post nothing 'roîld maie him turn bacir.
Diractad tomrard4 Ilier objects, this stubbornnesçs coutd bc
dignificd mrîth the narne of persererauce, andl it 'ras a master
q'rnlity that kept ail Gladâtone's friands in sniajection ' o him
more or ]css. Those ivho 'rouli not give in Wo him trom
reason 'rotîli do so to avaid a conlest-this being a rnd la
'rhiciî thare arc more carîben pots than iron once, andl the
cýarthen try te escape collisions wlien thcy can. Besides,
Gladstoirb's intenqe conviction of boing almmnys ia the riglit
gave him an assurcd superiorlty over young muen 'rho did
not poader very deeply over their opinions anl 'rare nlot
prepareil to defeand them agalnet vigorous on;ataughts.
.Gladstone seurs W do ail the thinking for us,1' Fredericir

Rogers once raid; a"the only trouble is that whLe ho starts
some new idea hoe expects you te sec ail ils honuties at once
as clearly as bedoesafccr studviugthem." Years after'rards,
'rIen Mr. Gladstone bail becomo Prime Minister,anotber old
college friand observeil. <' You nmust kaow Gladstone to un-
derstanil ho' much itcosts him We givo up any clauso in a
bill 'richbc bas framed. ieo bates compromise as a con-


