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the Nwr Eaier"Treland, whose the Nule might, 'without exagýeration, IE
extensive experience, both as a correspon- looked upon as one vast cemetery filled

den an a ounalstNiiilbe -t,=nee,!li the dust and adorned with the ruin.c
dentanda jurnlis, wel e aguaante,,of forgotten ages.

that whatsoever sulýject lie may choo0se to The: ruins of Thebes - the flrst capital of
treat upon, wvill hi- handled wvith ability. Egyt-are perhaps the most ancient, and
We shall stili bc nided by those whose1 T11ost iftereStiflg, of ail the antiquities of
narnes have appeared from time to time in t aven d of the Pharaohis."' The whole

our oluans an -%liohaveconribted soaveuesof obelisks and sphinxes lift their
our oluns, ntiwie hav cotribtedSO igaltic forms above the surrounding sands.

nmch to the interest Of the JOURNAL in Some of them stand ereet as when -first
the past. construeted. Othiers are slightly inclined

*Xe trust, that that active assista nce with tO cither side as if they longed to bend
Nvliceh Nve have been £àvoured up tu the their heads to mourn for the past, whilst

others again. hiaving "sîunk beneath their
present, wvill not; be Nvitheld, as we cxtend misfortunes" recline upon the earth, par-I
and perfect the scheme, as first p>ut for-th tially covered by the sands of the neighbo r
by the p)rosîipctus of the JOURNAL. ing desert. But of ail Theban relies the

_________temples aie perhaps the most, nonderfui
and interestiug. Some of them. seem to

(For. THE~ CAXADIAX LITERAR V-Pot'AL.) have been' isolated buildings> but it is evi-
dent that the majority of them. were semi-

TUE LAND 0F THE PIIARAOIIS. temples, semi-fortressess - perhaps semi-
palaccs, semi-temples. It is said that the

BYý G. V. LE VAUX. temple of Karnac wvas a house of prayer,a
The ncint gyptans lie thir Odroyal residence and a military garison.

ern representatives, were an agricuitural 111 the village of Luxor (situated on the
people. The priests, like the *'druids of 1site of one of the suburbs of Thebes) therc
]Britain, mnonopolized neariy ail the know- lis another of these giatetemple-palaces.
ledge n oe ?tecnty hy An avenue, about two miles iû length,
were the bards, historians and teachers of conneets the temple of luxor wit.h that of
the nation, and usually transmitted their Karnac. This avenue is lined on cither
"ldeeds and sayings" froin generation to side by an army of stone sentinels-by
generation of "cleries," by means of -a lgicantic sphinxes, standing at a distance of
hieroglyphical, eharacter 'which col nythree yards from, ecd other. Sonie affirni
be interprtdb hmevs T car-u that the portico of Karnac is the iûost
acter was différent from, the conunon hiero- beautiful specimen extant of ancient, Egyp.
gl>ypbis. tian architecture. It is supported by 134

The geographical position of the;r coun- colunins-the12 centrai tones beîng 3 fee
try seems to indicate that thc Aucient in circumference and 56 in hcight. The
Egyptians should hiave taken the lead in 1walls of thc apartments here, asoeisewhere,
commercial enterprise. They probablylare decorated 'withi basso rilievo figzures,
wonld have donc so were it not for the adorned witlî brilliant colors in ahigl
restrictions imposed on commerce by thel state of preservation.
priests. They 'were eminent as sculptors,~ Opposite thie Karnac temple, on the
architeets, astronomers and geometricians. othier side o? the Nile, is the Memnonium,
The sculptured and architectural works of and in a plain close by, surrounded by a
this ancient people, def'ying the ravages of~ host of standing and prostrate figures, is
tinie and thc destroying hand of mnan, thc statue of Meminon. This is the sanie
stand forth as everlasting wit-nesses to the statue which in ancient tinies, by sonie
pursuits-mlitary, civil and religions -o secret contrivance, ]known on]y to the
the industrious sons o? Mizraim. In trar- pricsts, used to icsing" at sunrise and moan
elling tirough this country the monuments at sunset.
of other and better days attraet our atten- The catecombs o? Thebes arc thc large
tion on every side. The wliole valley of' in the world. They are said to extend a,


