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produced-as ýthe tBctB in the material world ? Io not what we cati mind
just as natural as what we cali body ?

Religion res on the idea that nature bas a master and that this master
wilI listen to prayer ; that this master puniehes and rewards ; that lie loves

praise and flattery and boîtes the brave and tree.
Has man obtained any bellp from heaven ?

VI.

If we have a theory, we muet have tacts for the taundation. WVe must

have corneretones. W e muet flot build on guesees, tancies, analogies, or ini-

ferences. The etructure must have a basemnent. If we build, we must begin
at the bottom.

I have a theory and I have tour corneretones.
The firet stane je that matter-substance --cana i-t be deetroyed, cannot bie

annibilated.
The second stone je that fore c.-nnat be deetroyed, cannot be annihilated.
The third dtone je that matter and torce cannot e.-ist apart- -na matter

without torce--no force without matier.
The tourth stone je that that which cannot be destroyed cauld not have

been created ; that the indestructible je the uncreatable.
If these corneretones are tacts, it followe as a necessity that matter and

force are fromi and to eternity, that tbey can neitbiur bc increased nor dimin-
'Shed.

It follow., that natbing has been or can bie created :tbat therc tever lias~
heen or can be a creator.

It tollows that there corild not have been any intelli yence, any design, Iewk
of matter and force.

There je nu intelligence without torce, there je no force without matter.
Consequently tliere could nat by any possibility have been any intelligence,
any torce, back ot matter.

Lt therefare tollows that the supernatural dosa not and cannat exist. It

these four cornerstones are facts Nature bas no master. If matter and force
are t rom and to eternity, it tallows as a neceeeity that no God existe; that no

Gad created or gaverne the ut iverse; tlîat na God existes wbo aiîswers prayer;
na God who succors the oprressed ; noa Gad wba pities the sufferings ot inino-

cence; fia God wbo cares for tbe slaves witb scarred tlesb, the mathers robbced
ut their babes, no God who rescues the tortured, and no God tlîat saves a

niartyr tram bhe flames. In ather worde, it proves that man lias never re-

ceived any belpi tram heaven ; that ail the sacrifices bave been in vain, and

that ail pr,,ýers bave died unanswered in the beedless air. I do flot pretend
ta know. I eay wbat I think.

If matter and farce have existed tram eternity, it then fallows that ail that

bas been passible bas happenced, ail tlîat je passible is happening, and ail that
wiIl be passible wiII bappen.

In the universe there le na chance, na caprice. Every event lias p)arenlts.


