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but the people were overcome when
they preached Jesus. The account is
o donbt true £s. far as their obsexva-
tion of outward results went, but they
perhapsforgot that their expcaitions of
God's rcharactar may have prepared
their hearers to welcome the Saviour,
Itis a faot beyond doubt that the soul,
the household, the church, the countr;
in which high condeptions .of God's
holiness and justice prevail, is the
very place that soonest opens its door
to & crucified Saviows. Itistherefore,
one of the urgent dulies of the pualpit,
in order to prepare the way for . deep
Pentecostal revival), to exalf the justice
and holiness of God, and to set up
consoience on the throne from.which &
materialistic Philosophy has idsplaced
it in our literature. It is o fact worth
noting in this conmeclon that lofty
conceptions of the attributes of God,
and pungent dealings with men’s con-
science on that ground: werecharacter-
isties of the preaching of such men as
Whatefield and Edwards in the past
centuryas theyare of suchmen as Spur-
geon and Moody in our day. ¢ Sinners
in the handsof an angry. God " was the

theme of Jonathan Edwards, on the.

eve of a great revival. In the conclu-
sion of that sermuon, this is the way he
dealt with the consciences of his
hesrers : . -

‘It is everlasting wrath. It would

then .when you haye so done, when 80
many sges have actually been spent
by you in this _jenser, you will know
that all is & point to what Temains.
So that your punishment will iudeed
be infinits, Oh, who canexpresswhat
the state of a sonl in such circum-
stances is! All that we can possibly
say about it gives but & very feeble,
faint representation of it ; it is unex-
pressible and inconceivable ; for *“who
knews the power of God's anger ?”
Ve cannot help feeling how muck
Peter’s way of speaking to siuners, and
Edward’s way too, differ from the
way of some modern preachers who
apologize for sin, coddle the sinner,
and speak of ** developing manhood ;**
but & tree is known by 1ts fruits, and the

preachiug that ignores God's holiness-

and man’s guilt sows the wind and
reaps, as we sea notoriously of lete, the
whirlwind., Itistherefore, s distingnish—~
ing mark of g living and truo church:
that it has clear and impressive views
of the sinfulnessof sin. Ineorrect views-
of sin lie at the root of the leading
heresies of our day. According to a
church's views of sin will be its views.
of Christ and His atonement, of the
judgment and its awards, and of the-
eternal condition of the wicked.

POWE“.; OF RELIGION.
2. The Pentecostal Church was.

be dreadful tv suffer this fierceness ) composed chiefly, if not altogether, of
and wrath of Almighty God one | converted people. It was not simply
moment ; but you must suffer it {0.all | that the three thousand were con-
eternity ; there will be ro.end to this | vinced of sin, buf they were converted,.
exquisite horrible misery. When you | ** they ghdly receiven the word.” Itis
look forward you see a long for ever,  an evil thing when people crowd into-
& boundless duration before you,the Christian Church convicted, but
which will swallow up your thoughts | not truly converted. In lookmg back
and amezs youx,soul; and you will | overthehistory ofthe Christian Church,.
absolately despair of ever having any | it will be found that its derkest and
deliverance, any end, any mitigation, ; seddest events were owing to the pre-
any yest at all. You will know aer- | sence in the ghurch of unconvertsd
tainly that yonu must wesr out long |people; people whose heads were, it
ages, millions of rillions of ages in | may be, enlightened, and their feolings
wrestling and conflicting with this | at one time wuched, but whose hearts
almighty, merciless vengeance, and; were never savingly changed. The
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